
ATTN: CALENDAR AND LISTINGS EDITORS 
 

 
 

SOTHEBY’S S|2 PRESENTS  
Icons: The Art of Appropriation 
 

 On View September 23 - October 16, 2015 
Reception on September 24 Open to Public 

 

 
Richard Pettibone, Andy Warhol, "Flowers", 1970 

 
WHAT Sotheby’s S|2 is pleased to announce Icons: The Art of Appropriation, a selling 

exhibition featuring works rooted in a panorama of imagery from recognizable pictures 
in art history. Appropriation—borrowing familiar images from various sources—has 
taken many forms over the past six decades. In the 1960s, Andy Warhol began using 
pictures from consumer culture including photographs of Marilyn Monroe and 
advertisements for Campbell’s soup. In the same vein, Roy Lichtenstein drew from 
preexisting comics and Richard Prince appropriated photographs of cowboys from 
Marlboro cigarette ads. 
 
Appropriation took on a new dimension when artists began borrowing recognizable 
images from the art world itself. Icons: The Art of Appropriation showcases precisely 
this practice: the deliberate recreation of another artist’s work, offering a fresh 
perspective on the notions of art, originality and authorship, for example Richard 
Pettibone’s miniature versions of Warhol’s paintings, Mike Bidlo’s renditions of 
Pollock’s drip paintings and The Bruce High Quality Foundation’s transformations of 
Picasso’s Cubist women.   
 
The opening reception from 6:00 to 8:00 pm on September 24 is open to the public.  
 

WHEN On view September 23 – October 16, 2015 

http://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/2015/icons-art-appropriation-n09376.html


Monday - Saturday 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
Sunday 1:00 PM - 5:00 PM 
and by appointment 
 
Public opening reception: September 24, 6:00 - 8:00pm 
 

WHERE S|2 New York, 1334 York Ave, New York, NY 10021 
 

ACCESS Event and the exhibition are free and open to the public 
 

MEDIA 
CONTACT 

Sotheby’s Press Office 
Melanie Brister | Melanie.Brister@sothebys.com 
(212) 606-7176 
 

ABOUT S|2 
S|2 is Sotheby’s Contemporary art gallery, offering year-round exhibition programming and bespoke private sales. 
 
With dedicated gallery space in New York, London and Hong Kong, S|2 presents selling exhibitions exploring the 
work of celebrated artists, such as Jean-Michel Basquiat, Keith Haring, Yayoi Kusama, and Claude and François-
Xavier Lalanne, as well as shows curated by influential art world figures like Vito Schnabel. 
 
In addition to gallery programming, the S|2 team facilitates private acquisitions and sales around the world. Learn 
more at WWW.SOTHEBYS.COM/S2 
 
FOR MORE NEWS FROM SOTHEBY’S 
 
News & Video: http://www.sothebys.com/en/news-video.html  
Twitter: www.twitter.com/sothebys 
Instagram: www.instagram.com/sothebys  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/sothebys  
Weibo: www.weibo.com/sothebyshongkong 
WeChat: WeChat (ID: sothebyshongkong) 
 
 
Sotheby’s has been uniting collectors with world-class works of art since 1744. Sotheby’s became the first 
international auction house when it expanded from London to New York (1955), the first to conduct sales in Hong 
Kong (1973), India (1992) and France (2001), and the first international fine art auction house in China (2012). 
Today, Sotheby’s presents auctions in 10 different salesrooms, including New York, London, Hong Kong and Paris, 
and Sotheby’s BidNow program allows visitors to view all auctions live online and place bids from anywhere in the 
world. Sotheby’s offers collectors the resources of Sotheby’s Financial Services, the world’s only full-service art 
financing company, as well as private sale opportunities in more than 70 categories, including S|2, the gallery arm 
of Sotheby's Contemporary Art department, and two retail businesses, Sotheby’s Diamonds and Sotheby’s Wine. 
Sotheby’s has a global network of 90 offices in 40 countries and is the oldest company listed on the New York Stock 
Exchange (BID). 
Estimates do not include buyer’s premium and prices achieved include the hammer price plus buyer’s premium.  

Images are available upon request 
All catalogues are available online at www.sothebys.com or through Sotheby’s Catalogue iPad App. 
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