
 

 

 

WEST PALM BEACH, FL (July 17, 2015) – The Norton Museum of Art announces its new 

exhibition, The Summer of ’68: Photographing the Black Panthers, featuring a collection of 22 

photographs by husband-and-wife team Pirkle Jones and Ruth-Marion Baruch. Recent additions to the 

Museum Collection, these photographs chronicling the lives and work of the controversial, California-

based group’s members have never been exhibited at the Norton. The show opens July 30 and will be on 

view through Nov. 29, 2015.  

The photographs span a variety of subject matter that document the activity of the Black Panther Party 

during the tumultuous summer of 1968. The exhibit highlights the organization’s work as a catalyst for 

social change in the community of Oakland, CA. During this time, the Black Panther Party was seen by 

most of the United States as a violent, militant organization. Pirkle Jones and Ruth-Marion Baruch, in 

their own distinctive styles, took it upon themselves to portray the party in a different light.  

The Summer of ’68 was organized by the Norton’s 2015 Summer Interns with the help of the Museum’s 

Education and Curatorial Departments. This summer’s interns are: Claire Hurley, who will be a junior at 

the University of Virginia; Lily Harants, a rising senior at Hofstra University; Lauren Plawecki, entering 

her senior year at the University of Michigan; and Emilia Garber, a recent graduate of Ohio University.  

 

In addition to planning The Summer of ’68, the interns have been leading Museum tours for summer 

camp groups and assisting other Museum departments with various projects. The interns are thrilled to 

be a part of the Norton team this summer. Lauren Plawecki states that “We all feel very lucky to be able 

to spend our summer learning in such a welcoming institution. The community has a great passion for 

art, which shows through the genuine excitement of the docents, visitors, and staff.” The interns will 

speak more about the exhibition and their experience at a Curator’s Conversation at 6:30 PM on opening 

day, July 30.  

  

Organized by the Norton Museum of Art, the exhibition is made possible in part through the William 

and Sarah Ross Soter Photography Fund. 

More about the Summer 2015 Norton Museum of Art Interns: 

 

Emilia Garber, a resident of Columbus, OH, graduated from Ohio University in May of 2014 with a 

degree in Sculpture. Before beginning her Norton internship she worked as the Artist-in-Residence at 

the Wexner Center for the Arts in Columbus, OH, where she facilitated studio- and writing-based 



  

 

workshops motivated by current exhibitions, films, and performances. She is interested in merging art 

theory and practice, both of which converge in museums and in the art community at large. She is 

excited for this opportunity to learn more about a field that she is passionate about.  

 

Lily Harants, of Mechanicsburg, PA is a rising senior at Hofstra University, where she is double 

majoring in Art History and Global Studies with minors in International Business and Spanish. During 

the fall semester of her past academic year, she interned at The Invisible Dog Art Center in Brooklyn, 

NY, where she was able to work with artists and help prepare gallery space for exhibitions. She has 

always had a passion for art in all forms, and plans to work in an art gallery or museum after she 

graduates in the spring of 2016. Harants says the Norton internship is helping her learn more about art 

and how museums operate.  

 

Claire Hurley, from Arlington, VA, is a rising junior at the University of Virginia where she is 

majoring in Art History. The Norton Museum is her first big step into the world of art outside of 

academia, and she is looking forward to gaining a greater understanding of the wide range of career 

opportunities available in a museum. After participating in the 2015 Mellon Summer Academy at the 

Museum of Fine Arts Houston, Hurley is especially interested in working with the Norton’s curatorial 

department.   

 

Lauren Plawecki of Dearborn Heights, MI, is a rising senior at the University of Michigan. She is an 

Art History major with a passion for the healing and unifying power of artworks and museum spaces. 

She has worked frequently with the University of Michigan Museum of Art, and more recently with a 

contemporary gallery dedicated to exhibiting African and African-American art. Earlier this year, she 

helped lead art therapy classes for incarcerated men and women at a county jail. She is eager to do more 

hands-on work with museum education and programming, especially with children.  

 

The Internship Program is made possible in part through the generosity of Lois Ebin in honor of Ruth H. 

Rosenberg and the generosity of Laura McSherry, with additional support from the Mr. and Mrs. E. 

William Aylward Endowment and The Chastain Charitable Foundation Endowment. 

 

ABOUT THE NORTON 

The Norton Museum of Art is a major cultural attraction in Florida, and internationally known for its 

distinguished Permanent Collection featuring American Art, Chinese Art, Contemporary Art, European 

Art and Photography. The Norton is located at 1451 S. Olive Ave. in West Palm Beach, FL., and is open 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Thursday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.; and Sunday, 

11 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Closed on Mondays and major Holidays). General admission is $12 for adults, $5 for 

students with a valid ID, and free for Members and children ages 12 and under. West Palm Beach 

residents receive free admission every Saturday with proof of residency. Palm Beach County residents 

receive free admission the first Saturday of each month with proof of residency. For additional 

information, please call (561) 832-5196, or visit www.norton.org.  
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