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CONTACT  
 
Terri C. Smith, Creative Director 
Franklin Street Works 
41 Franklin St  Stamford, CT 06901 
203-253-0404 
terri@franklinstreetworks.org 
 
September 2, 2015 

 
“Initial Conditions: Artists Make Spaces” Looks At Ways Artists Create 

New Places for Art and Conversation 
 
 

Stamford, CT – “Initial Conditions: Artists Make Spaces” is a group exhibition 
that features alternative spaces initiated by some of Franklin Street Works’ past 
exhibiting artists. As a not-for-profit whose mission and vision is largely informed 
by the alternative art space model, Franklin Street Works is celebrating the 
beginning of its fifth year by revisiting the “alternative” through artist projects that 
make new spaces. Works on view represent the activities of eight collectives or 
involved artists: Canaries, Ceramics Club (cc), Culture Push, La Casita Verde, 
Park McArthur and Constantina Zavitsanos, microRevolt, Regina Rex, and 
USELESS magazine. The show is on view from September 12, 2015 – January 
3, 2016. Opening reception is Saturday, September 12 from 6:00 – 8:00 pm with 
a VIP members’ preview from 5:00 – 6:00. Exhibiting artist Sarah Dahnke will 
perform “The Dance for Solidarity” during the reception. 
 
Often times the initial condition of these spaces are not art centric, but instead 
are born from pragmatic, social or utopic impulses such as finding language for 
shared experiences, supporting an individual’s physical needs, sharing 
resources, and creating new models for production or distribution. The creation of 
space here does not necessarily mean a fixed space either. Like Franklin Street 
Works, the alternative art space model often involves a dedicated building that 
serves as a foil to the dominant museum and commercial gallery offerings. Many 
of the groups in “Initial Conditions,” however, do not have a fixed location or are 
using locations that, to quote exhibiting artist Park McArthur, “are already 
textured with other concomitant activities like people’s homes and ceramic 
studios.” The alternative spaces in “Initial Conditions” also include: a gallery 
space that is democratically run by eleven artists; globally located artists united 
through their use of a digital knitting program; and nomadically occurring 
programs and exhibitions that address autoimmune and chronic conditions.   
 
The installations on view are created by artists and collectives for “Initial 
Conditions” and include: machine-made knitted wall works; ceramic-based 
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objects by artists who usually work in a different medium and are exploring their 
inner amateur; choreographed dances for prisoners in solitary confinement; a 
magazine on culture and politics; community-produced handmade signs from a 
community garden in Williamsburg, Brooklyn; an artist-run gallery whose projects 
serve, in part, as an extension of the group’s artistic practice; takeaway zines and 
newsletters; works around maintaining a sustainable, healthy body that resists 
being in service to capitalism; a library of books written by black female authors; 
a wearable sculpture that reflects how insects respond to emergencies; and texts 
and videos that examine and critique the model of monetary exchange and the 
power dynamics surrounding care.  
 
Exhibiting artists include Ricci Albenda, Olaronke Akinmowo, aricoco, Kenseth 
Armstead, Trisha Baga, Clifford Borress, Jessica Sue Burstein, Lea Cetera, 
Jesse Cohen, Sarah Dahnke, Lucky DeBellevue, Corey Escoto, Alexa Espinal, 
Taraneh Fazeli, Marley Freeman, Rochelle Goldberg, Dave Hardy, Zoey Hart, EJ 
Hauser, Nancy Haynes, Rebecca Watson Horn, Cintron Kelly, Kathryn Kerr, 
Steve Lambert, Carolyn Lazard, Pam Lins, Sara Magenheimer, Cat Mazza, Park 
McArthur, Ricardo Miranda, Iggy Miranda, Keegan Monaghan, Marjorie de 
Muynck, Nick Parker, Krista Peters, Lucy Raven, Sam Richardson, Halsey 
Rodman, Elisabeth Sherman, Bonnie Swencionis, Katya Tepper, Giana 
Nevarez Tevere, Conrad Ventur, Victoria Vreeland, Adam Welch, Constantina 
Zavitsanos, and Marina Zurkow.  
 
This exhibition is sponsored in part by Fairfield County’s Community Foundation 
and the Mertz-Gilmore Foundation.  
 
ABOUT EXHIBITING COLLECTIVES AND ARTISTS: 
 
Canaries 
The Canaries are a support group of women artists in New York City living and 
working with chronic illnesses. Together they navigate the misconceptions 
around autoimmunity and the rising autoimmune epidemic. Through their 
conversations and work, the Canaries confront the epistemological shortcomings 
of a culture that insists on the duality of mind and body. Moving between the 
realm of the healthy and the realm of the sick, they seek to carve out a new site 
from which to understand identity formation in today’s world. 
 
Ceramics Club (cc) 
No one cleans up, no one pays their dues, no one picks up their pots, no one 
follows the by-laws. 
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Culture Push 
Culture Push runs programs that encourage participation and face-to-face 
interaction as an integral part of an ongoing cultural dialogue. The organization’s 
current focus, the Fellowship for Utopian Practice, is a process-based program 
that nurtures new ideas in their raw and formative stages and supports artists 
and other creative practitioners who are connecting their practice with civic 
engagement. 
 
La Casita Verde 
La Casita Verde is a community garden in South Williamsburg, Brooklyn, that 
was established in 2013. The founding members came together to transform a 
40+ year derelict lot into a space for people in the community and beyond to 
participate in the soil food web (or the system that sustains our body and 
environment). Members and visitors will learn how to make rich soil, grow healthy 
food, use the values of permaculture — all through the union of community, art, 
science and fun! 
 
microRevolt 
Founded in 2003, microRevolt projects investigate the dawn of sweatshops in 
early industrial capitalism to inform the current crisis of global expansion and the 
feminization of labor.  
 
Park McArthur and Constantina Zavitsanos 
Constantina Zavitsanos is an artist who works in sculpture, performance, text, 
and sound. Her work deals largely in issues of debt, dependency, contraction and 
inconsequence, and asks how intimate economies and fugitive relations might 
transform processes of distribution and exchange.  Park McArthur is an artist 
whose work in sculpture, sound, and text deals with autonomy, dependency, and 
abstraction. Constantina and Park provide care for one another as friends and as 
participants of Park's care collective.  They also collaborate on texts, workshops, 
and readings. 
 
Regina Rex 
Regina Rex is an artist-run gallery in New York City that works to draw attention 
to artists at any stage in their careers who may be otherwise under-represented. 
Regina Rex is operated by eleven artists who, through an inclusive collaborative 
structure, aim to build an exhibition context that is rigorous, cogent and driven by 
our engagement and dialogue with other artists.   
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USELESS magazine 
Performative interviews with artists and curators, essays on politics, 
performance, music and science form the core of USELESS. Distribution has 
included art fairs like NADA, Art Basel, Art Basel Miami Beach and the New York 
Art Book Fair. Specialty bookstores like Printed Matter carry USELESS, as well 
as Colette [Paris], TATE Modern and MoMA PS1. 
 
 
ABOUT FRANKLIN STREET WORKS:  
Franklin Street Works is a not-for-profit 
contemporary art space whose mission 
is to manifest contemporary art projects 
in a professional and welcoming setting. 
Franklin Street Works aims to broaden 
community participation in the arts, 
contribute to a larger arts dialogue, and 
cultivate emerging artists. To date, the 
organization has exhibited the work of 
more than 250 artists, curated 20 original 
exhibitions, and organized approximately 100 programs, including talks, tours, 
and performances. Exhibitions have received accolades, including a two-year 
grant from the Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts, funds from the City of 
Stamford, a matching grant from Fairfield County’s Community Foundation, and 
Mertz Gilmore Foundation.  
 
GETTING THERE: 
Franklin Street Works is located at 41 Franklin Street in downtown Stamford, 
Connecticut, near the UCONN campus and less than one hour from New York 
City via Metro North. Franklin Street Works is approximately one mile (a 15 
minute walk) from the Stamford train station. On street parking is available on 
Franklin Street (metered until 6 pm except on Sunday), and paid parking is 
available nearby in a lot on Franklin Street and in the Summer Street Garage 
(100 Summer Street), behind Target. 
 
ACCESSIBILITY: 
Franklin Street Works has a temporary ramp for accessing our gallery. Please 
call the main landline during gallery hours 203-595-5211 and talk to Ryann, call 
Creative Director Terri Smith's cell at 203-253-0404 or email Terri Smith at 
terri@franklinstreetworks.org to use the ramp or for any other access requests.  
The ramp is in the back entrance is up a curb, across approximately 4 feet of 
mulch from the next door parking lot which is accessible from the sidewalk. 
Plywood is available to cover the mulch and to create a lip to help get over the 
short curb. Once inside there is an elevator available. Bathrooms are large and 
clear but do not have access bars. Franklin Street Works is in the process of 
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installing a permanent walkway and finishing our ramp and will be fully 
wheelchair accessible by December 2015. 
 
The art space and café are open to the public Wednesday through Sunday from 12:00 
p.m. – 5:00 p.m with extended café hours on Saturday and Sunday from 8:00 a.m. – 
5:00 p.m. Franklin Street Works does not charge for admission during regular gallery 
hours. 


