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The Young Artist of the Year 2015 is Accomplished at Many Techniques

The young artist of the year 2015 is Ville Andersson (b. 1986). He is known for his refined works that he realizes with 
many different techniques. Photography, painting and drawing hold an equal position in Andersson’s working process. 
He strives to find the most natural form of expression for his thoughts and ideas, and on the other hand to study how 
different mediums and techniques influence his work. Different techniques require different working methods. For 
example, a dramatic work of photography is realized in a studio environment, and it is preceded by a careful design 
and preparation of sets and costumes. But then, a small, delicate marker painting can emerge spontaneously anywhere.

Ville Andersson’s White Dazzles

Andersson’s works are strikingly stripped-down, which is emphasized by their frugal colour spectrum, limited to 
black, white and gray. Everything extraneous has been eliminated. Consistent striving for flawless aesthetics is 
especially visible in the works of Andersson’s new series As Always, I Withdraw into the Music. In them, whiteness is 
dazzling in its purity and emptiness. In some of the works of the series, the white subject almost vanishes into its white 
background.

Influences from Art and Culture

Reference points in Ville Andersson’s art include literature, film, music and the visual arts. He hides subtle allusions 
to them in his works like visual puzzles. The names of the works point to artists and works that inspired Andersson as 
well, as I am Visconti does with Luchino Visconti and Melancholia with Lars von Trier.

The artist’s love of film is visible especially in his photographic works. Andersson is adept at setting the stage for 
photographs and creating an ambience, and his photographs are like frozen frames from some peculiar film. Several 
photographic works feature dancers or actors as models, who may appear in gravity-defying positions. Typical of all 
of Andersson’s works – be it a photograph, drawing or painting – is that the people appearing in them are nameless 
and mysterious, with their faces often turned or covered.

Ville Andersson: Vision, from the series As Always I Withdraw into the Music, 2015, pigment ink print face mounted on acrylic, 
100 x 138 cm, Paulo Foundation.



Ville Andersson lives and works in Helsinki. Andersson graduated from the Academy of Fine Arts in 2012. He held his 
first solo exhibition in 2010, and since then his works have been widely displayed in solo and group exhibitions both 
in Finland and abroad.

Collaboration with Tampere Art Museum Continues into Its Third Year

Young Artist of the Year is one of the best known Finnish art awards, which Tampere Art Museum has awarded 
since 1985. The prize includes a grant, an award exhibition and an exhibition publication. Aboa Vetus & Ars Nova’s 
collaboration with Tampere Art Museum began in 2013 and continues now with the third Turku-based Young Artist of 
the Year exhibition.

To honour the 30th anniversary of the Young Artist of the Year event, Tampere Art Museum has put together a website 
with ample information on all the award-winning artists at www.vnt.fi.

Ville Andersson: Lifeblood, from the series My Little Empire, 2013, 
ink and pencil on paper, 140 x 110 cm. Image: Ville Andersson.

Ville Andersson: Janus, from the series Disturbed Silence, 2011, 
acrylic on canvas, 27 x 22 cm, private collection. Image: Ville 
Andersson.
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