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Discanto,	  1975,	  cm	  80x100,	  oil	  on	  canvas	  

 
OPENING ON THURSDAY OCTOBER 1ST 2015, AT 6.30 PM 

 
 
After ten years from the death of Piero Dorazio, Lorenzelli Arte is opening a one-man exhibition of his 

work entitled Il colore della pittura (The Color of Painting). It is a fitting homage to the great master of 

Italian abstract painting and, perhaps, one of the greatest colorist of his generation. The exhibition aims 

to represent this greatness also through work that during his career had been considered “less 

interesting”. 

Often critics, and by consequence collectors’ taste, tend to fossilize and idealize a specific period in an 

artist’s production and consider successive work corollary because they are considered a fall from the 

preceding “pinnacles”. This perceptual prejudice, which engenders the crude monetarism of the art 

market, tends to crystallize creative values, regulating them with the habitual categories of value 

applicable to others human activity. Fortunately art wiggles away from this reasoning, or at least should 

liberate itself from the usual classifying logic. In the light of this it appears clear how much banal 

common sense has obfuscated the real weight of the work of Piero Dorazio following Reticoli 
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(concluded in 1964/1965). The intention of this exhibition is to reiterate, if there was any need to, that the 

painting and the production of this great artist go beyond their identification with a mere specific 

period, but rather developed in diverse forms over the trajectory of his entire life. 

The obvious comparison is seen in works such as Longchamps of 1965, Discanto of 1975, Physis VI of 1980 

and Max-well of 1984, to name a few; proof positive of the great expressive and coloristic qualities of 

Piero Dorazio. These works  participants in the same vibrations of the most successful monochrome work 

of the preceding period.  

The elegant formal intelligence, combined with the chromatic knowledge found in the exhibited work, 

indicate an evident and coherent upward evolution in comparison to the world of monocromi (call 

reticoli/lattices), united by the same weave of light and color. Not to mention the autonomy of the artist 

who escaped the cultural traps of a period that oscillated between instinctual abstraction and 

dogmatic Bauhaus rigor, and who instead joyfully pursued a search moored to a long Italian tradition 

inflected with the language of modernity. 

 

A bilingual catalogue with reproductions of all the work shown and a collection of quotes from 

significant critical texts is being printed on the occasion of this exhibition.     

  

 

 

BIOGRAFIA 

Piero Dorazio was born in Rome on June 29, 1927. It was here, from 1945 to 1946, that he took the initial steps, 

along with other artists, for the birth of the “Gruppo Arte Sociale” (Social Art Group), and at the same time he 

began his studies of architecture. A vocation for research in painting and the revaluation of Futurism inspire 

the “Manifesto del Formalismo” (Manifesto of Formalism) of the “Forma 1” Group which he directed together 

with Consagra, Perilli, Turcato and others, against the provincialism and the official tendency of “social 

realism”.  

From 1949 to 1950 he organized the “Age d'Or” group in Rome. In 1953 he wrote the book "La fantasia dell'arte 

nella vita moderna," ("The Fantasy of Art in Modern Life"), the first fundamental book on modern art. In New 

York he associated with the new American artists, among whom Motherwell, Ferber, Glarner, Rothko, Kiersler, 

De Kooning, Cornell, Kline, Frankenthaler, and then the critic, Greenberg.  

From 1954 to 1959 he lived in Rome. In 1960 the University of Pennsylvania invited him to renew and direct the 

Department of Fine Arts at the School of Fine Arts, which, in the sixties, was considered the best school of art 

and architecture in America. He taught there from 1960 to 1969, giving lectures in other universities. In 1970 he 

settled in Rome and at the same time he took trips to Greece, Africa and the Middle East. In 1975 he 

purchased an ancient “eremo”, restructured it, and lived there using the church building as his studio. For the 

past few years he has been spending his summers in his studio-home in Rhodes.  

He died on May 17th, 2005. 
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TECHNICAL DATA SHEET 
 
 
Title exhibition Piero Dorazio. Il Colore della Pittura 
 
 
Cured by Matteo Lorenzelli 
 
 
Place Lorenzelli Arte 
 Milano, corso Buenos Aires, 2 
 
 
Period October 2nd – December 5th  
 
 
Opening October 1st  2015, at 18.30 
 
 
 
Opening hours Tuesday - Saturday, 10.00/13.00 - 15.00/19.00. 
 Mondays at appointment only. Holidays closed 
 
 
Entrance free 
 
 
Catalogue lorenzelli arte n° 147 
 
 
How to reach us Underground line 1 (red), Porta Venezia station 
 Bus: 9, 29, 30, P.zza Oberdan station 
 Railway station: Porta Venezia 
 
 
Information +39.02.201914 
 Federica Minesso: federica@lorenzelliarte.com 
 www.lorenzelliarte.com  
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