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'[Hannah Brown's paintings] capture the brooding nature of English landscape.' Critic's Choice, Time Out

PayneShurvell is pleased to present new paintings by Hannah Brown. Hannah Brown's landscapes focus on lesser 
known views: unseen corners of fields, small clearings, walking paths. Working within and against the omnipresent 
legacy of the English landscape tradition, her work centres on the psychology of the English landscape and how we 
interact with the natural environment and bring it into the domestic sphere.

The title of the show is from W.H. Auden's poem 'As I Walked Out One Evening':

...The glacier knocks in the cupboard,

The desert sighs in the bed,

And the crack in the tea-cup opens

A lane to the land of the dead.

It is arguably impossible to view our countryside without consideration of the people and movements that have left their 
mark on it. Hannah’s view is filtered through the depictions of past radicals and pioneers: Constable’s energetic clouds, 
Turner’s hazy light, Holman Hunt’s sheep grazing on a cliff, the detailed etchings of Samuel Palmer. 

Hannah spends months documenting specific locations, editing hundreds of photographs in a search for quiet, potentially
unsettling views with a peculiar type of beauty. The new oil paintings in A Lane to the Land are small sections of two 
interconnecting fields in an area of mid-Devon that she has been exploring for the past couple of years. 

As Hannah explains: ‘It is important to me that the places I work with are real places that I have spent time in. There is 
paradoxical desire to seek the picturesque within the natural environment and then promptly alter it by creating one’s 
own version. The images I make are carefully mediated; avoiding the nearby infrastructure, they are an idealized 
falsehood. I empty out the images in order to let the viewer in and I have inadvertently formed a set of rules; all people, 
roads, wildlife and structures are removed, as are flowers, blue sky and clouds. The scene is captured between the 
months of May – October when the leaves are on the trees.’

As is the case with all landscapes, Brown's paintings play with perception, modification and untruths. The difference is, 
however, her work celebrates landscape's artificiality as much as the history of its depiction.

Hannah Brown was born in Salisbury and is now based in London. She is a graduate of the Royal College of Art, 
London [2006]. Recent solo exhibitions have included Not Just Yet (Cross Gallery, Dublin, 2015), The Winter Girls (Milton
Keynes Arts Centre, 2015) and The Unseen Landscape, (PayneShurvell, London, 2012). Hannah's work is included in 
numerous private and public collections worldwide, including the V&A and the Cleveland Collection in the US.

James Payne and Joanne Shurvell opened PayneShurvell gallery in London's Shoreditch in June 2010.  
Since January 2014, they have shown in a variety of London locations. They have been showing international artists
at 71 Blandford Street, London W1 from April 2015. For images and/or more information on Hannah Brown, please 
contact Joanne Shurvell (jo@payneshurvell.com) +44(0)797799656
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