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Nira Pereg 
ISHMAEL 

Opening: 8 October, 2015, 8pm 
8.10.2015 – 10.12.2015 

Curator: Adi Gura 

 

Following its premier at Art Basel Features, Braverman Gallery is pleased to announce 

the opening of ISHMAEL, a new video installation by Nira Pereg. Following Abraham 

Abraham Sarah Sarah (2012), ISHMAEL continues Pereg’s ongoing investigation of the 

everyday routines at the Cave of the Patriarch.  Pereg returned to Hebron, where she 

spent one whole day following the adhan, the five Muezzin calls for prayer from 4am 

to 9pm, documenting the singularity of the way in which the ritual is conducted in the 

Cave of the Patriarch at this time.  

Echoing the cooperation between Israeli Defense Forces, the Border Patrol Police and 

Hebron’s Police Force, Pereg placed three cameras – one inside the mosque, one at the 

door/threshold between the mosque and the synagogue, and one inside the 

synagogue. She articulated a narrative and meticulously edited it into a multi-channel 

video installation. The work emphasizes the performative qualities of the routine 

activities in the Cave that touch upon the link between ceremony and territory, 

bringing forth a reality that is far from the general public’s awareness, revealing the 

complex way in which systems pertaining to religious belief, social norms and politics 

intertwine. 

Pereg’s work examines different types of public spaces, such as vertical burial sites, 

documentation of roadblocks in Jewish Orthodox neighborhoods during the Sabbath, 

or the upkeep of sacred graves. Pereg attends to different aspects of the regular 

maintenance occurring in these places, pausing on what she calls spiritual bureaucracy. 

Her works reveal the form through which religion marks concrete territories in order 

to maintain itself. Pereg’s subjects relate to the power relations and cooperative 

arrangements in place that serve to strengthen the religious narrative in each site, thus 

raising questions about the metaphysical and physical tie created in these types of 

ritualistic unions.  

In parallel to the exhibition at the gallery, Pereg’s solo show The Right to Clean is 

currently on view at the Israel Museum’s Ticho House in Jerusalem (until 12.1.2016), and 

at the Rose Museum in Boston, as part of  a collaboration with the Israel Museum. 

Pereg is also participating in the 2015 Moscow Biennial, and the group exhibition 

Rainbow in the Dark at Malmö Stad in Sweden (curated by Galit Eilat and Sebastian 

Cichocki, until 17.1. 2016).  
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Nira Pereg (b. 1969), holds a BA from Cooper Union New York (1993) and an MFA from 
the Bezalel Academy of Art and Design, Jerusalem (2000), and teaches in art 
institutions in Israel and abroad. Pereg has shown her work in numerous solo 
exhibitions, among them at the Museum of Jewish History in Paris, curated by 
Nathalie Hazan, 2014; the Center for Contemporary Art (CCA), Tel Aviv, 
curated by Sergio Edelstein, 2013; Kunsthalle Düsseldorf, Düsseldorf, Germany, 
2012; the Center for Jewish Culture in São Paulo, curated by Benjamin Sarusi, 
2012; Hirshorn Museum, Washington DC, curated by Kelly Gordon, 2011; 
Gottesdeiner Award exhibition for a Young Israeli Artist, Tel Aviv Museum of 
Art, curated by Ellen Ginton, 2010; the Institute for Contemporary Art,  Berlin, 
curated by Katherin Becker, 2010. Group exhibitions include the National 
Gallery of Canada, curated by by Catherine Crowston and Josée Drouin-Brisebois, 
2014; Israel Museum, Jerusalem, curated by Rita Kersting, 2014; Centre 
Pompidou, curated Christine Macel, 2014; the Israeli Pavillion at the Venice 
Architecture Biennial, curated by Erez Ella, Dan Handel and Melina Gitzin 
Adiram, 2013; Tokyo Metropolitan Museum of Photography,  curated by Keiko 
Okamura, 2013; the 9th Biennial in Shanghai, curated by Jans Hoffman and 
Boris Groys, 2013. 

 

Image credits: Nira Pereg, video still form Ishmael, 2014, 4 channel video installation; 
courtesy of Braverman Gallery 

Sound design: Nati Zaidenstadt 
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Post: Tal kurzak 

Beer on opening night courtesy of Shapira Beer 
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