
HDM Gallery is pleased to present “Jade Branch”, He An’s first solo 
exhibition in Hangzhou. The exhibition consists of 11 works, 
including “He Taoyuan”, “Wind Light as a Thief”, “Miho Yoshioka” 
and “Yuzhi”, a completely new work. This is He An’s first solo 
exhibition in Hangzhou, and his first exhibition of neon installations 
since 2011. The artist will attend the opening on November 7th. 
  

 

About the exhibition 
 
The exhibition is a continued exploration and innovation of the 
artist’s previous works. It includes 2 round LED installations. 
Adopting Chinese characters as the core elements of these works, 
the artist traces the bottom line of the work-title’s characters and 
joins them in a circle. One of them, “We Play the Flute, You Do Not 
Dance”, subverts the context and meaning of a line taken from 
Matthew’s Gospel (11:17). The other round LED piece entitled 
“Nighttime and the Day-time Within” is a metaphor of the circle of 
life and death. 
  
Apart from these round works, his iconic neon installations will also 
be exhibited. These neon works are composed of characters stolen 
by the artist’s friends from different advertising billboards in Wuhan, 
the artist’s hometown. They are then repaired, recomposed, relit 
and painted in a Beijing factory to be turned into works with their 
own symbolism. Having been recombined, the broken neon pieces 
acquire a whole new meaning. They are not only a memento of 
artist’s personal experience, but also a reflection of the relationship 
between men and their metropolitan environment. Three of the 
installations are entitled “He Taoyuan”, the name of the artist’s 
father and a new work - “Yuzhi”, the name of his mother, will be 
exhibited for the first time. In hornor of his mother, this unique work 



is regarded as the pivotal turning point of He An's neon lights 
series. 
 

*With special thanks to Tang Contemporary Art for the exhibition. 

 

 

About the artist 
 
He An, born in 1971 in Wuhan, Hubei province, dropped out from 
the Hubei Academy of Fine Arts in 1996. His installations have 
received worldwide attention in recent years. His work was 
selected to be part of the “Unlimited” section of Art Basel. He has 
received support from some of the world’s top commercial galleries 
including Galerie Daniel Templon (Paris, France), Madein Gallery 
(Shanghai, China), Pace Beijing (Beijing, China), Tang 
Contemporary Art Center (Beijing, China). He has also received the 
support of international institutions such as Saatchi Gallery 
(London, United-Kingdom), Tate Liverpool (Liverpool, 
United-Kingdom), Carnegie Museum of Art (Pittsburgh, U.S.A.), La 
Maison Rouge (Paris, France) and MAXXI (Rome, Italy). 
 

 

About the Gallery 
 
HDM Gallery was opened in November 2013 in Hangzhou’s 
Binjiang District. It is primarily dedicated to emerging Chinese 
artists working in all media (painting, sculpture, photography, 
installation and video). Since its inception it has hosted 10 
exhibitions including solo shows of Wang Yi, Pan Xiaorong, Liu 
Bolin and Chen Han. 
  

 

Founders 



 
Olivier Hervet graduated with an MA in Classics from Oxford 
University in 2008. After working for Hadrien de Montferrand 
Gallery since its inception in 2009 where he developed the gallery’s 
network of young collectors, he became a partner in 2012 with the 
goal of opening a second space in China. 
An entrepreneur to the core, Laurent Dassault helped to found 
Arquana, continental Europe’s leading horse auction house, in 
2006. His entrepreneurial spirit extends to his charitable activities 
as well: Laurent serves as the administrator of the “Friends of 
Pompidou Museum’s Association” in Paris, and heads the 
development committee for the auction house ARTCURIAL. 
Hadrien de Montferrand has long served as a bridge between the 
Art worlds of China and Europe. His more than seven years at 
various auction houses and Art institutions included roles as 
marketing director for ARTCURIAL, the largest French auction 
house, and for the Ullens Center for Contemporary Art in Beijing. 
He has headed the development of the gallery in Beijing since 
2009. 
	


