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French Riviera is pleased to present the first solo exhibition by London-based artist Lyle Perkins. For ‘Ease of 
Use’, Perkins has created a series of paintings exploring abstraction through representation. Their formal 
configurations with amplified hyper colours skew and extract commonplace objects from reality. His choice of 
subject matter draws on an everyday questioning of sculptural forms within a series of tightly conceived 
compositions that attempt to fuse gesture and order.  
 
In previous experiments with the structure of the canvas, the stretcher and ground led Perkins to layer brightly 
coloured hues, creating multiple planes and gestural motions. Alongside these experiments in process driven 
abstraction, Perkins has painted representational images drawn from a utilitarian subject matter that rather like 
Richter's painting Tisch (1964) - attempts to break down the adjectival distinctions - from photograph to 
painted image then abstraction. This dialogue continues in a number of works such as Buddy (2015) and 
Pymmes (2015), where the subject is displaced against a vivid yet ambivalent setting. In paintings such as 
Barnard Park (2015) and Chair in Finland (2015), natural surroundings are depicted whereby Perkins evokes 
an ‘emotional formalism’ within these oddly surreal paintings, that are contemporary in atmosphere and yet, 
timeless in subject matter.  
 
Lyle Perkins lives and works in London. He studied at the University of Brighton, UK. In 2012 he participated in 
a residency at Raid Projects in Los Angeles, on his return he exhibited the work in a two-person show at 
Studio 1:1 in London. Alongside his painting practice Perkins makes electronic music, he has performed 
across the UK, including solo and collaborative sets at the All Tomorrow’s Parties festivals. 
 
Further information: mail@frenchriviera1988.com 

 
Notes to editors: 

 
! French Riviera is a gallery in Bethnal Green, East London, presented by artists Samuel Levack and Jennifer 

Lewandowski as an extension of their long-standing collaboration. Occupying a former shop on Bethnal Green 
Road, the gallery offers a platform to artists who are currently without commercial gallery representation in the UK. 
Artist shown at the gallery include: Lisa Brice, Thomas Dozol, Fabienne Hess, Lucy Woodhouse, Leslie Kulesh and 
Nicholas Pankhurst.   


