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Collective is delighted to present Hobson-Jobson an exhibition of new work by 
Glasgow based artist Hardeep Pandhal, developed as part of Satellites Programme 
2015. 
 
Hobson-Jobson is a Victorian-era glossary of Anglo-Indian words. These colloquial 
terms are highly assimilated, typically vulgar adoptions of foreign words into English – 
the title itself was phonetically adopted by British soldiers upon hearing the chants of 
‘Ya Hasan! Ya Hussain!’ by Shia Muslims during Muharram processions. Hobson-
Jobson frames Hardeep’s research into processes of translation, uneasy humor and his 
interest in histories of identity and difference.  
 
The exhibition will bring together new drawings, knitted work and a video using re-
worked autobiographical material such as home videos. These works tell conflicted 
stories around the artist’s own identity and build on a body of historical research. 
Much of the work is made through collaboration or directly references texts written by 
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Image Credit: Hardeep 
Pandhal, Notes on Parsee 
Punch, ink on paper, 2015. 
Courtesy of the artist. 
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other artists and academics.  
 
Drawing on a rich pool of sources and relationships, Hobson-Jobson will touch upon 
issues concerning: the history of British-Indian Soldiers who fought during World War 
I, western representations of the Sati ritual (a funeral custom where a widow would 
martyr herself on her husbands funeral pyre), the work of Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak 
and the tropes of ‘Mother India’. Hardeep will also present a new knitted work made 
through a long-term collaboration with his mother, incorporating a portrait of Bhagat 
Singh, a socialist and key figure in India’s fight for independence. Hardeep views this 
collaboration with his mother in the same way as he does working with anyone, the 
slippages of meaning and intent that can occur with her also happen with other 
academics and writers.   
 
Hobson-Jobson is part of Satellites Programme, Collective’s development programme 
for emergent artists based in Scotland. Satellites Programme includes four solo 
presentations by selected Scotland based artists and one project presented by an 
Associate Producer. The programme is specifically developed to facilitate artists at this 
pivotal point in their career through peer review, professional development, 
mentoring, exhibitions and events. 
 
Hardeep Pandhal graduated from the MFA programme at Glasgow School of Art in 
2013. Recent exhibitions and projects include: Bloomberg New Contemporaries, 
Glasgow International and Outset Glasgow, 2013; selected for Catlin Art Guide, 
Castlefield Gallery as part of the Asia Triennial Manchester, 2014; Comar Arts and 
David Dale Gallery and Studios, 2015.    
 
Notes to Editors  

- Collective is a contemporary visual art organisation that delivers an exciting 
and ambitious programme of exhibitions, new commissions, events and off-
site projects. Collective produces major new work by Scotland based and 
international artists who are at a pivotal stage in their development.  

- Satellites Programme 2015 includes solo-exhibitions by Georgia Horgan, 
France-Lise McGurn, Scott Rogers, Hardeep Pandhal and Thomas Aitchsion.  

- For more information and images please contact Frances Stacey: 
francesstacey@collectivegallery.net or 0131 556 1264.  
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