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Sotheby’s to Present 

Robert Frank: The Americans 
The Ruth and Jake Bloom Collection 

 

 

 

77 Photographs from Robert Frank’s The Americans 

- Auction to Take Place on 17 December in New York - 

NEW YORK, 2 November 2015 – On 17 December, Sotheby’s will offer at auction an outstanding collection of 

images from Robert Frank’s The Americans, one of the most influential books of photography ever published.  

Collectors Ruth and Jake Bloom assembled this extraordinary group of iconic photographs over more than 

two decades, collecting 77 of the 83 pictures reproduced in the book. This seminal series of images, so 

compelling on the printed page, gains a new resonance when seen as photographic prints.  The sale this 

December will represent the first time such an extensive collection of photographs from The Americans has 

appeared at public auction. The exhibition will be on view in Paris from 9 to 13 November, in San Francisco on 1 

December, in Los Angeles on 3 December, and in New York beginning on 12 December. 
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Christopher Mahoney, Head of Sotheby’s Photographs Department, said: “It is truly a unique opportunity to 

offer this remarkable collection at auction, particularly as it is one of the most comprehensive groupings of The 

Americans known to be in private hands. The series is one of the great accomplishments in the canon of post-

war photography, and seeing these photographs together is a powerful experience and a testament to Ruth 

and Jake’s status as visionary collectors.” 

 

“When people look at my pictures, I want them to feel the way they do  

when they want to read a line of a poem twice.” 

 

In 1955, the Swiss-born Robert Frank earned a Guggenheim Fellowship 

that allowed him to embark upon a series of photographic trips 

throughout America.  Frank produced thousands of images on these trips, 

which he carefully and meticulously edited into the selection of 83 images 

that were first published as Les Américains in France in 1958, and as The 

Americans in this country in 1959.   

 

Frank’s gritty yet profoundly nuanced photographs of post-war America 

presented a view of a country at odds with the uncritical vision of 

prosperity offered by the media at the time. Beat poet and writer Jack 

Kerouac, in his introduction to the 1959 edition, wrote that Frank 

photographed with “the agility, mystery, genius, sadness and strange 

secrecy of a shadow,” and “sucked a sad poem right out of America onto 

film.” Reviewed critically at the time, The Americans has come to have a 

profound impact upon photography and culture to this day.  The New York Times recently declared Frank “the 

most influential photographer alive.”   

 

Ruth and Jake Bloom, among the top 

collectors of Contemporary Art in Los 

Angeles, began buying art in the 1960s.  A 

devotion to under-exhibited artists led Ruth 

to open her eponymous gallery in 1988, a 

space known for its exhibitions of cutting-

edge art.  Their pursuit of photographs from 

The Americans began in the early 1990s.  

Frank’s photographs held special resonance 

for the Blooms, reminding them both of the 
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country they had traveled through in their youth.  Ms. Bloom said, “What Frank captured reminded me of my 

childhood and an America I was familiar with. The patriotism, the poverty, the family love and despair, as well 

as a time in our country when family was center place in our lives."  For years, the Blooms displayed their 

collection on the walls of their Sun Valley, Idaho, home.   

 

 
FOR MORE NEWS FROM SOTHEBY’S 
Visit: www.sothebys.com/en/inside/services/press/news/news.html 
Follow: www.twitter.com/sothebys 
Join: www.facebook.com/sothebys & www.weibo.com/sothebyshongkong 
Watch: www.youtube.com/sothebys 

Sotheby’s has been uniting collectors with world-class works of art since 1744. Sotheby’s became the first international 
auction house when it expanded from London to New York (1955), the first to conduct sales in Hong Kong (1973) and 
France (2001), and the first international fine art auction house in China (2012). Today, Sotheby’s presents auctions in 
eight different salesrooms, including New York, London, Hong Kong and Paris, and Sotheby’s BidNow program allows 
visitors to view all auctions live online and place bids in real-time from anywhere in the world. Sotheby’s offers collectors 
the resources of Sotheby’s Financial Services, the world’s only full-service art financing company, as well as private sale 
opportunities in more than 70 categories, including S|2, the gallery arm of Sotheby’s Contemporary Art department, as 
well as Sotheby’s Diamonds and Sotheby’s Wine. Sotheby’s has a global network of 90 offices in 40 countries and is the 
oldest company listed on the New York Stock Exchange (BID). 

 
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium and prices achieved include the hammer price plus buyer’s premium.  

Images are available upon request  
All catalogues are available online at www.sothebys.com or through Sotheby’s Catalogue iPad App. 
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