
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
November 23, 2015 
  
Contact: Jason Smith, communications director or Rachel Bruya, exhibitions coordinator 
  

New side-by-side solo exhibitions at James Watrous Gallery  
On view January 15, 2016 

  
MADISON–Solo exhibitions by Wisconsin artists Debbie Kupinsky (Appleton) and Allison Welch (Oshkosh) 
will be on view beginning Friday, January 15, 2016, at the Wisconsin Academy's James Watrous Gallery, 
located on the 3rd floor of Overture Center for the Arts in Madison. Details are as follows: 

 Exhibition dates: January 15 - March 6, 2016 
 Opening reception (free and open to the public): Friday, January 15, 5:30–7:30 pm, with informal 

gallery talks by the artists at 6:30 pm 

 
EXHIBITION DESCRIPTIONS 

Debbie Kupinsky: Recollections 
Debbie Kupinsky combines images of mundane objects and natural forms in service to her investigation of 
everyday life, identity, and the nature of memory. She works primarily in clay, creating slip-cast replicas of 
found objects and hand-formed shapes from nature that become elements of larger tableau which also 
include actual found objects, drawings, and wooden supports. Unmoored from their original contexts, the 
objects Kupinsky chooses to recreate evoke a consideration of the way we mediate experience through 
material things. They are markers of significant events, the focus of nostalgia, and reminders of the past—
both real and imagined. Through casting, rendering, and drawing, Kupinsky enlists repetition and 
transformation to explore how we remember and reinterpret ourselves and the world we inhabit. 
  
Debbie Kupinsky received her BFA from the Kansas City Art Institute and her MFA from Louisiana State 
University. She has been a resident artist at the Archie Bray Foundation for the Ceramic Arts, the 
Appalachian Center for Crafts in Smithville, TN, and the Arts in Industry program at Kohler in Sheboygan, 
WI.  Her work is in the permanent collection of the Long Beach Museum of Art and the Archie Bray 
Foundation. Kupinsky has been included in exhibitions at the Long Beach Museum of Art in Long Beach, 
CA, Fuller Craft Museum in Brockton, MA, the Clay Studio of Philadelphia and the Red Lodge Clay Center. 
She is currently an assistant professor in sculpture at St. Norbert College in De Pere and maintains a studio 
in Appleton. 
  

Allison Welch: Meet Allison, an American Girl 
Allison Welch was eight years old when Molly, a 1940s girl from Indiana, came into her life. Poring over the 
American Girl series of six short novels about Molly, Welch obsessively dove into the doll's world. While 
many of us have experienced the immersive quality of a favorite story, Welch has found a way to utterly lose 
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herself in a book. In her ongoing project Meet Allison, an American Girl, Welch recreates the wardrobes, 
accessories, and stories of American dolls and uses self-portraiture to reimagine herself in her childhood 
world. She meticulously replicates and constructs the costumes and stages the photographs in locations 
that are historically accurate to the American Girl stories. Through the research and compulsive attention to 
detail involved in creating these images, Welch interweaves their stories into her own and explores a 
peculiar place between reality and play. The resulting photographs subtly consider questions of race, 
culture, femininity, and the role of domesticity in the face of history. 
  
This exhibition will focus on Welch's recreation of the Josefina stories, about a girl living in Spanish colonial 
New Mexico in the 1820s. Along with a series of portraits of Welch as Josefina, it will include the costume, 
props, and some of the tools used to create these elaborate fictional tableau. 
  
Allison Welch received a MFA in photography from the University of Iowa and a BFA in photography from 
the University of Wisconsin–Madison. Her work has been exhibited nationally and internationally, including 
Minneapolis, Vermont, Portland, Poland, the United Kingdom, and Italy. Welch currently teaches 
photography at the University of Wisconsin–Oshkosh. 
  
FOR MEDIA ONLY: Download exhibition images at flickr.com for Debbie Kupinsky and Allison Welch. 
  
This exhibition is made possible through the generous support of the Wisconsin Arts Board, with funds from 
the State of Wisconsin and the National Endowment for the Arts. The James Watrous Gallery also receives 
ongoing support from DoubleTree Hotel-Madison and the members of the nonprofit Wisconsin Academy of 
Sciences, Arts & Letters. 
  
ABOUT THE JAMES WATROUS GALLERY 
Free and open to the public, the James Watrous Gallery is a program of the Wisconsin Academy of 
Sciences, Arts & Letters, an independent, nonprofit organization that seeks to inspire discovery, illuminate 
creative work, and foster civil dialogue. The gallery's primary focus is the work of contemporary Wisconsin 
visual artists. We also present exhibitions that explore the history of art in Wisconsin or topics that bridge 
the sciences, arts, and humanities. Our goals are to support Wisconsin visual art and artists through quality 
exhibitions and programs, to provide opportunities for viewers to actively engage in the visual arts, and to 
encourage a spirit of inquiry.  
  
For more information, please visit wisconsinacademy.org/gallery or call 608-265-2500. 
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