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SOLIVAGANT* presents  
 
PUBLICNESS: The	  Paved Beach Avant Garde Rehab Kiosk 
A Performing Storefront Project by Carl Skelton  
December 19th 2015 through January 30th 2016 
 
These two blocks of Orchard Street between Grand and Canal embody centuries of immigration and improvisation, small-scale efforts to find or build 
new worlds, or at least new combinations of old forms of private and shared space from a couple of continents, over a few centuries. While the Lower 
East Side has long since lost its status as the densest human settlement on Earth, Orchard Street still conforms more than most of the city to old 
dreams of New York as a new world, a new start: small businesses, pedestrian scale, heterogeneity… good coffee, a good school, great places to eat 
and drink, a fresh start. Some of what you see in the windows is quaint, or incomprehensible, or gnarly. Intimate and modest as its scale and details 
may be, this is one of the public-est places ever– you don’t have to scratch the road grit that hard to find traces of Sun Yat-sen, John Jacob Astor, 
Hollis Frampton, and Patti Smith all swarming and chattering together. 
 
Around the corner, the weirder worlds of Allen and Delancey reflect parallel, but less directly human generations of unresolved ideas about the 
neighborhood, and the metropolitan network of private and public circulation. So the question arises: is there still some “progressive headroom” in 
the culture, or have the various waves and vanguards to defensive endgames: conservation (urban taxidermy) sustainability (the incredible shrinking 
status quo), resilience (transformation avoidance).	   
 
We’re not prepared to accept the reduction of human progress to economic development (real estate), affordable or otherwise. We are here from the 
estranged-est land: the art world, where faking it is making it and every critique is a manifesto in drag, so we can ask out loud a simple question none 
of the neighbors have been required or prepared to face yet:	  What would we do if we were for real?  
 
The Paved Beach Avant Garde Rehab Kiosk re-imagines (stages) the gallery first as a place of making, rather than simple display. The open shop will 
be there to notice, an old-fashioned human kind of data-mining. Working together still means getting together, in person and the flesh, with a 
combination of digital and hand tools from the Betaville massively participatory online platform to box cutters and linen tape. Pictures and other 
artifacts will be available for sale as they are completed. Sustained site-specific collaborative projects and/or commissioned works will be the ultimate 
aim of the project. 
 
Carl Skelton’s creative R & D work bridges design, technology, and community engagement. Between 2004 and 2012, he established the Integrated Digital Media 
undergraduate and graduate programs and the Brooklyn Experimental Media Center at New York University's engineering school, where he initiated development of the 
Betaville platform in 2008. Since 2009, Dr. Skelton has presented, workshopped, and run experimental implementations of the Betaville platform internationally, including: 
Digital Government Society of North America, the American Planning Association, the Office of Public Consultation of Montreal, the Goethe Institut (Montreal), ISEA 
(Istanbul), the Personal Democracy Forum (New York) the Municipal Art Society (New York City), the Downtown Brooklyn Partnership, and Wikicité (Montreal). His gallery 
and public installation projects have been presented and collected in North America and Europe since the late 1980’s. 
 
SOLIVAGANT* is an Art Project Space measuring exactly 79sq.ft, located in the heart of New York CIty's Lower East Side. As a platform for experimentation and 
contemporary practices, it invites artists to work site-specifically, through public interactions, community involvement, installations and performances. Cultural Nomadism, 
contamination of productions and hybridism of ideas are the fundamentals of SOLIVAGANT*’s projects.  
 
PUBLICNESS project is open to walk-ins and by appointment. Artworks are on view daily from 9am to 7pm through the Gallery’s window. 
Documentation of exhibitions can be accessed 24/7 online at solivagantnyc.com.  
 
For press inquiries please contact the Gallery at info@solivagantnyc.com	  


