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A band of soldiers clad in combat boots and off-kilter 
helmets march upon the sandy beach, once a smooth 
trail now rugged with passing feet. The white noise 
of the waves crashing onto the shore silences their 
parade. Beneath the deep blue the crustacean boy king 
relaxes upon the underwater sands, blind to the goings 
on of the warm-blooded land walkers, such bags of 
emotion. He reaches for a seashell, listening and tuning, 
waiting to see what the next tidewater will bring.

On the horizon, one of many, still glimmering with the 
warmth of the waning day, bares the many eyes of 
the butterflies. How they ended up here, caught in this 
unbroken setting of blue against blue, they do not tell. 
All seeing, not thinking, they dance and reposition 
themselves, ever taking with them sight of the unseen 
with each fading of the light.

Jim Thorell’s work evokes the uncanniness and 
fantasy of dreams. Caught in a dialogue between 
reality and subconscious expression, his paintings 
are a repetition of his mind’s workings, teeming with 
jubilant and comical renderings. Inspired by other 
paintings from diverse periods of history, his 
expressionistic and vibrant compositions often 
manifest different art movements, uniting them to 
inform his own vivid language and giving to them a 
new and unique reality. 

Before deciding on a topic Thorell dyes his canvases 
with very liquid paint to expose areas and shapes that 
form the basic structures of his compositions. He has 
an innate ability to compose spontaneously, deciding 
on the details and subject then balancing the image 
until he feels it is finished. These amalgamations result 
in somewhat chaotic scenes, records of his creative 
energy that develop through a collation of gestural 
colour and preternatural drawing. As we look upon 
his paintings, whimsical flora and dreamlike creatures 
arrest our gaze: the workings of Thorell’s visual 
language longing to be retold.

Seashells on the Seashore presents a selection of 
Thorell’s recent paintings and will specially feature a 
site-specific mural by the artist. The exhibition opens 
on Thursday 14 January from 6pm to 9pm and is on 
display until 19 February 2016. 

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Jim Thorell (b.1981) was born in Stockholm, Sweden 
where he currently lives and works. Between the years 
2002 – 2010 he studied art in various institutions in 
Sweden and also internationally at the Academy of 
Fine Arts, Vienna under Professor Daniel Richter, the 
Kanazawa University in Japan and the Vietnam 
University of Fine Arts in Hanoi. Since completing his 
MFA at the Valand School of Fine Arts in Gothenburg 
in 2010, Thorell’s work has been exhibited in solo and 
group shows around Europe and the United States. 
Recent solo exhibitions include The Sweet Heart at 
LOYAL, Stockholm and 7 Paintings at S|2, New York.



Jim Thorell, Chief Reef, 2015. Oil on canvas, 210 x 150 cm, unique.
Courtesy of Roman Road and the artist. © Carl-Henrick Tillberg

ABOUT ROMAN ROAD

Founded in 2013 by Marisa Bellani, Roman Road is a contemporary art gallery committed to bolstering the 
talents of up-and-coming and mid-career artists. Located in the East End of London, the gallery endeavours 
to inspire its audiences to connect with emerging art today through innovative solo and group exhibitions and 
intriguing displays. Roman Road strives to impart and reinforce an ‘experience’ of art in all its curated projects. 
In addition to internal exhibitions, the gallery conceives and achieves international pop-up shows and 
participates in prominent art fairs.


