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SEEKING HIGHER GROUND: Installation by Patte Loper 
 

May 23 – August 19, 2016 
 

Seeking Higher Ground: Installation by Patte Loper opens to the public on Monday, 

May 23 and continues through August 19, 2016.  The artist’s opening reception is scheduled 

Friday, May 20 from 5 - 7 p.m. and artist talk occurs in the gallery on Saturday, May 21 at 

12 p.m.   

 

"Seeking Higher Ground" alludes to the spectre of rising sea levels, as well as the 

ethical and psychological ramifications of the built environment as laid out by the visionary 

architect, Lebbeus Woods.  Woods, who died in 2012 in Manhattan during Hurricane Sandy, 

is known for his drawings of impossible-to-build structures. 



 

Seeking Higher Ground continues where After Lebbeus leaves off.  Sited in a gallery 

space located within an architecture firm provides a context for the visual language of 

architectural modeling as a jumping off point. The entire structure will be a thought map of 

the terrain of Seattle, intermingling historical and present states of being, considering the 

temporality of the built environment.  

 

Brooklyn painter and sculptor, Patte Loper, intends to craft recycled material, 

including insulation foam, wood, paper, papier mache, latex paint and cardboard to evoke 

the sculptural idiom of architectural models on a massive scale. Loper inverts Woods’ 

drawing process by creating structures that are impossible to draw. She builds rapidly and 

intuitively, piecing together found material to create structures that incorporate animations, 

audio clips, and drawings. Even though the work appears provisional, each piece is 

developed over time – often built, then initially dismantled and reused in a new 

configuration to allow the objects’ experiential history to be an integral part of the form, 

structure, and conceptual meaning.  

 

Patte Loper is a painter who experiments with sculpture and video; she was born in 

Colorado and grew up in Tallahassee, Florida, a subtropical college town where she first 

developed an appreciation for the ways nature and culture can overlap. She currently lives 

and works in Brooklyn, NY and Boston, MA where she is on the faculty of the School of the 

Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. She has an MFA, Painting, San Francisco Art Institute, 1997; 

BS, Graphic Design, Florida State University, 1990; Post-Baccalaureate Study, Painting, 

Printmaking, University of Florida 1995-1995.   

 

This exhibit is made possible through funding from 4Culture/King County Lodging 

Tax Fund and Suyama Space Friends. Suyama Space is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization 

and is in compliance with the 504/ADA Assurance for people with disabilities.  Regular 

gallery hours are Monday – Friday, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Admission is free to the public for all 

events.     

 

For more information: 

 

Contact Beth Sellars or Kate Murphy at 206.256.0809 

mesellars@gmail.com or kate@S-PD.com  

 

www.suyamaspace.org 
www.patteloper.com 
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