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HAJRA WAHEED SOLO EXHIBITION OPENS JANUARY 2016 
 

Media View: Thursday 28 January 2016 / 14.00-16.00 
Exhibition: 29 January 2016 — 30 May 2016 
 
BALTIC Centre for Contemporary Art, Gateshead is delighted to announce it will 
present the largest exhibition to date from Hajra Waheed, opening 29 January 2016.  
 
This is Waheed's first solo exhibition in a UK institution and expands upon Still Against the Sky, a 
recent presentation at KW Institute for Contemporary Art, Berlin. The exhibition continues 
Waheed's ongoing research into our current aerial occupation, highlighting the ever-increasing 
militarisation of the sky where the circulation of military drones and surveillance technology 
extends over everyday life often with lethal consequences. Against this backdrop of borderless 
spatial power games, Waheed’s drawings, collages, videos and photo-based works emerge in the 
form of archives, fragments and field notes. The collected materials are used to construct new 
stories about marginalised histories.  
 
Born in Canada and raised within the gated community of Saudi ARAMCO in Saudi Arabia, home 
to a quarter of the world's oil exports, Waheed grew up under strict regulations including the 
prohibition of photographic and video documentation by civilians. In conditions of secrecy and 
isolation, Waheed developed a childhood obsession with identifying aircraft, tracking flight routes 
and keeping logs of her observations in her own secret visual language. Through news accounts 
and extensive research, Waheed develops narratives and follows characters in ongoing bodies of 
work that constitute a growing personal archive. 
 
The mixed-media installation KH-21 2014 grew out of her earlier Architectural Studies 2011, a 
series of drawings in which cut-out details of spy planes accompany floor plans of historical 
mosques. Bringing together a sound sculpture and a number of works on paper, KH-21 makes 
reference to the recently declassified HEXAGON Program of the United States’ National 
Reconnaissance Office which launched twenty highly classified intelligence gathering satellites 
between 1971-86. Collected data gains new relevance as Waheed's works navigate across 
geographic and geopolitical distance, personal history and collective memory. Underpinning her 
practice is an interest in the codes and operations of security, surveillance, profiling, and wartime 
de-humanisation. 
 

The Cyphers brings together a number of new works on paper including KH-21 Notes 1-32 2014, a 
collection of ongoing video works and The Scrapbook Project 1/3 2010-11. 
 
EXHIBITION EVENT: 
Hajra Waheed will be in conversation with Professor Steve Graham, Professor of Cities and 
Society, University of Newcastle at 16.00 on Friday 29 January 2016 at BALTIC Centre for 
Contemporary Art, Gateshead. Limited free places are available online balticmill.eventbrite.co.uk  
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For more information and press images please contact  
Filipa Mendes filipa@scott-andco.com  T: 0203 487 0077 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS   

HAJRA WAHEED (born 1980, Canada) has participated in exhibitions internationally, 
including: Still Against the Sky, KW Institute for Contemporary Art, Berlin (2015); Collages: Gesture 
& Fragments, Musée d’art contemporain de Montréal, Canada (2014); The Missing Or :One Thing 
Next to Another, Kunstsaele Berlin, Germany (2014); Sea Change, Experimenter, Kolkata, India 
(2013); Field Notes & Other Backstories, Art Gallery of Windsor, Canada (2013); (In) The First 
Circle, Fundació Antoni Tàpies, Barcelona (2012); The Scrapbook Project, Green Cardamom, 
London (2012); Lines of Control, Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art, New York (2012) as well 
as How Nations Are Made, Bradford Museums, Ilkley (2009) among others. In addition, Waheed 
received the 2014 Victor Martyn Lynch-Staunton Award for Outstanding Achievement as a 
Canadian Mid-Career Visual Artist and represented Québec in the Biennale de Montreal 
(2014). She lives and works in Montréal, Canada.  

In March  2016, Hajra Waheed will be presenting a solo exhibition of the ‘first chapter’ from 
her Sea Change project – an ongoing visual novel and multimedia archive, to be held at the 
Mosaic Rooms, London from 11 March to 21 May 2016.  

The artist wishes to acknowledge the support of Canada Council for the Arts. 
 
BALTIC is a major international centre for contemporary art situated on the south bank of the River 
Tyne in Gateshead, England and has welcomed over 6 million visitors since opening to the public 
in July 2002. 
 
BALTIC presents a distinctive and ambitious programme of exhibitions and events, and is a world 
leader in the presentation and commissioning of contemporary visual art. Housed in a landmark 
ex-industrial building, BALTIC consists of 2,600 square metres of art space, making it the UK’s 
largest dedicated contemporary art institution.  
 
BALTIC has gained an international reputation for its commissioning of cutting-edge temporary 
exhibitions. It has presented the work of over 300 artists from 52 countries in 183 exhibitions to 
date ranging from acclaimed figures such as Anish Kapoor, Steve McQueen, Antony Gormley, 
Susan Hiller, Yoko Ono, Ed and Nancy Kienholz, Daniel Buren, Jason Rhoades, Fiona Tan; 
through to emerging artists.  
 
BALTIC Centre for Contemporary Art  OPENING HOURS:  
Gateshead Quays     Monday – Sunday 10.00-18.00 
South Shore Road     (excluding Tuesday) 
Gateshead      Tuesday 10.30-18.00 
NE8 3BA 
UK       ADMISSION FREE 
Tel: +44 (0) 191 478 1810     balticmill.com 
Fax: +44 (0) 191 478 1922    twitter.com/balticmill 
info@balticmill.com     balticplus.uk 
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