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Franciszka & Stefan Themerson: 
Books, Camera, Ubu 
The first major retrospective in the U.K. of Franciszka and Stefan Themerson  
 
24 March – 5 June 2016 
Camden Arts Centre, Arkwright Road, London NW3 6DG 
camdenartscentre.org 
Press view: Wednesday 23 March, 17.00 – 18.00 
Preview: Wednesday 23 March, 18.30 – 20.30  
Free Entry 
 

 
Performance of Kung Ubu, Marionetteatern, Stockholm, 1964 

 
Camden Arts Centre is pleased to announce this major exhibition of works from the oeuvres 
of Franciszka and Stefan Themerson. Partners and life-long collaborators from 1929 until 
their deaths in 1988, their work encompassed painting, photography, film, theatre, 
literature, poetry, book design and satirical drawing. They are acclaimed as the most 
important experimental filmmakers in pre-war Poland. Examples of their work can be seen in 
the public collections of the British Film Institute, British Museum, Imperial War Museum, Tate 
Britain, Victoria and Albert Museum, and the Arts Council. 
 
Their exhibition at Camden Arts Centre will focus on three main areas: their influential 
experimental film work; their books and independent publishing house, Gaberbocchus Press; 
and Franciszka’s stage design, puppets and a comic strip, all based on Alfred Jarry’s 
anarchic play, Ubu Roi.  
 
Improvising with photograms, photography and photomontage, Franciszka and Stefan 
Themerson were pioneers of the Polish cinematic avant-garde. Their seven films are 
recognised as significant contributions to the development of European experimental 
cinema. Gallery 2 will present the three films that have survived – The Adventure of a Good 
Citizen (1937), Calling Mr Smith (1943) and The Eye and the Ear (1944/45), alongside other 
work-in-progress and photograms from the 1930s. 
 
Their practice was driven by a dedication to defy conventions and boundaries, avoiding any 
house style through constant experimentation. Gallery 1 will present the breadth of their 
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publishing output, wherein this continual reinvention is visible, in the widely various design 
and production of more than sixty books.  
 
Settling in London after World War II, the Themersons founded the Gaberbocchus Press in 
1948, which published English editions of the European avant-garde (Adler, Apollinaire, 
Schwitters) as well as first editions of important British writers such as Bertrand Russell and 
Oswell Blakeston. The Gaberbocchus Press also provided a platform through which they 
were free to publish their own work in whatever form they wished; they collaborated on 
children’s books, semantic poetry and an opera, and Stefan published his own philosophical 
essays on art, film, semantics and ethics, as well as novels. An edition of his poems was 
published by Gaberbocchus after his death. 
 
Gallery 1 will also include Franciszka’s prolonged engagement with Alfred Jarry’s 
revolutionary satirical play, Ubu Roi. Having illustrated the Gaberbocchus book of the play 
(1951), Franciszka designed sets and costumes for Michael Meschke’s celebrated marionette 
production of Ubu Roi (Stockholm, 1964). The exhibition will present the puppets and stage 
design, drawings and storyboards from this body of work, along with the subsequent comic 
strip publication that she produced (later published in six languages). Throughout their lives 
and across all their media, they focused their attention variously on issues of ethics, 
language, freedom, conformism, dignity and the human condition. 
 
For press information and images please contact 
Scott & Co 
Niamh Morgan 
E: niamh@scott-andco.com  
T: +44 (0)20 3487 0077 
 
Camden Arts Centre 
Lia Kent Mackillop  
Communications and PR Manager 
E: lia.kent@camdenartscentre.org   
T:  +44 (0)20 7472 5511 
 
Notes to editors 
 
About Franciszka & Stefan Themerson  
Franciszka Themerson (b. Warsaw, 1907 d. London, 1988) and Stefan Themerson (b. Płock, 
1910 d. London, 1988) met in Warsaw in 1929 and married in 1931. In 1938 they moved to 
Paris and two days after the start of World War II, they volunteered for the Polish army. In 
1940, Franciszka escaped by moving to London with the Polish government-in-exile. Stefan 
served briefly as a soldier in France, and was then stranded in a Polish red cross hostel near 
Grenoble. After two years of separation, they were reunited in London in 1942.  
 
This exhibition has been organised in collaboration with Jasia Reichardt and Nick Wadley, 
who have organised and maintained the Themerson Archive, now in the National Library in 
Warsaw. 
 
Major exhibitions of the Themersons and the Gaberbocchus Press were held in La Hune, Paris 
(1956); Muzeum Sztuki, Łódź, Poland (1981 and 2013); La Boetie, New York (1993); 
Bibliothèque Nationale, Paris (1996); Galerie Signe, Heerlen, The Netherlands (1998). Płock 
has celebrated the Themersons with an annual festival, and the dedication of a street in their 
name. 
 
Major exhibitions of Franciszka Themerson’s work were held in Gallery One, London (1957 
and 1959); Drian Gallery, London (1963); Zachęta, Warsaw (1964); Whitechapel Art Gallery 
(1975); Nordjyllands Kunstmuseum, Aalborg, Denmark (1991); Royal National Theatre, 
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London (1993); Imperial War Museum (1994); Kordegarda, Warsaw (1998); Europe House 
and GV Art Gallery, London (2012).  
 
Camden Arts Centre – Inspiring art since 1965  
Camden Arts Centre is a venue for contemporary visual art and education, where ideas are 
made visible and people of all ages and abilities can engage in the creative process of 
making. Camden Arts Centre’s pioneering and varied programme of artist-led courses and 
other education activities has gained an international reputation as a model of good 
practice. It is a forward-thinking organisation where artists and others can see, make and 
talk about art. 
 
Opening times 
Tuesday – Sunday: 10.00am – 6.00pm 
Wednesdays late: 10.00am – 9.00pm 
Closed Mondays 
camdenartscentre.org   
Tel: +44 (0) 20 7472 5500 
Twitter: @CamdenArtsCtr  
Facebook: Camden Arts Centre 
Instagram: @camdenartscentre 
 
Contemporary artist Karl Holmqvist will present a solo show of new works in Gallery 3 of 
Camden Arts Centre coinciding with Franciszka and Stefan Themersons’ exhibition,  
24 March – 5 June 2016. 
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