
  

 

 
 

THE FUNNY THING ABOUT ORTHODOXY 
UMOCA Presents Ideologue 
MAIN GALLERY: FEB 5 – JUL 23 
OPENING RECEPTION: FEB 5 | 7 PM 
 
Salt Lake City, UT – The Utah Museum of Contemporary Art (UMOCA) is thrilled to present the 
upcoming Main Gallery group exhibition, Ideologue. 
 

Bringing together the works of nine international and national contemporary 
artists, Ideologue explores relationships of power in both the cultural and 
political realms, employing humor and hyperbole to address platforms of 
ideology. 
 
Our globalized world’s vast image culture lays the groundwork for an arena wrought with diverse and 
often rivaling ideologies. Through assorted representations of heritage, religion, governance, and 
desire, ideology appears natural and intrinsic, rather than as a byproduct of culturally manufactured 
belief systems. These subtle structures go on to shape, embed, and saturate such widespread societal 
values as individual freedom, progress, nationalism, and identity.  
 
Ideologue seeks to appeal to and evoke these frameworks in a sometimes whimsical, sometimes 
subversive way. Ivan Argote and Larissa Sansour submerge the majestic into unexpected contexts: 
Argote through Blind Kittens (2014), an animation of three iconic lions—of Iraq, Beijing’s Forbidden 
City, and Florence—who play with a small ball; Sansour with A Space Exodus (2009), in which the artist 
transposes Neil Armstrong’s moon landing and Stanley Kubrick’s seminal film into a Middle Eastern 
context. Kathryn Andrews juxtaposes the expressive faces of hobos over emblems of excess and 
capitalism, and Julia Wachtel incorporates a nine-year-old Syrian refugee’s drawing into her fascination 
with the visual language of mass culture. Dan Mills intricately re-imagines and reconfigures the global 
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future of U.S. imperialism, while Fayçal Baghriche upends our notions of collective identity by 
presenting 27 flags from different countries, rolled up so that they become identical. 
 

Throughout Ideologue, the humorous and tongue-in-cheek collide with the 
impactful, consequential, and very real questions of our world. With text, print, 
video, and sculpture, these artists playfully map out how contemporary artists 
poke fun at the political universe and its many claims to social truth. 
 
 
Participating artists: Kathryn Andrews, Ivan Argote, Fayçal Baghriche, Christoph Büchel, Jeremy Deller, 
Basim Magdy, Dan Mills, Larissa Sansour, Julia Wachtel 

 
 

Join us for the opening reception of Ideologue on FEB 5 | 7 PM 
In addition to the Main Gallery exhibition, UMOCA also presents the fantastical staged worlds of David 
Brothers’ Rolithica; Yoshua Okón’s multi-channel video installation, Oracle; the large-scale figurative 
paintings of Andrew Moncrief; and artist-in-residence Paul Crow.  
 
Light refreshments will be provided, and beer and wine will be available for $5. Admission is a 
suggested $8 donation. 
 
 
About the Utah Museum of Contemporary Art   
The Utah Museum of Contemporary Art has been an award-winning aesthetic force and community 
leader since it was established in 1931. Located in the heart of downtown Salt Lake City, UMOCA 
encourages exploration into what it means to exist in today's world through art that inspires 
imagination, stimulates thought, and transforms society. The Museum connects people around the 
contemporary art practice of Utah and beyond to shape an engaged and thoughtful global citizenry. 
UMOCA strives to be a place where all points of view, experiences, and ages feel welcome to explore 
the pressing issues of our time through socially relevant art exhibitions and programming. 
 
UMOCA is a five-time recipient of funding from the Andy Warhol Foundation and is a 2015 recipient of 
the National Endowment for the Arts’ Art Works grant award. 
 
UMOCA is a 501c3 institution that is supported by public, foundation, and corporate gifts. Your 
donation in any amount is greatly appreciated, and admission is a suggested $5 donation. 
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