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PRESS RELEASE 

VITTORIO BRODMANN 

Water Under the Bridge 
18 June – 28 August 2016 

Opening: Friday, 17 June 2016, 6pm 

 

 

You are in a world, where else should you be? But are you actually in it? Or are you always already in the 

process of leaving it? And while walking out of it, you immediately move into it again. 

Vittorio Brodmann is a painter, although his practice also comprises drawings, performances, videos, and 

sculptures. His pictures have a soothing and relaxed effect, yet despite their lightness they are anything but 

innocent. Next to an occasionally almost childlike disposition and the attendant abysses, they inherently reflect 

upon the preconditions under which one can paint in the first place nowadays. Brodmann is informed by the 

knowledge of the concrete battles surrounding the question of whether and how one can paint today, but not 

with the skepticism of a meta-painter. His brushstrokes are not hesitating, and he doesn’t work with withdrawal, 

delay, and the promises of those pictures that could be painted, but for which one repeatedly finds reasons not to 

paint just yet. He does not exclude all these doubts, but skips them by bringing other driving forces into play, 

ones that raise his down-to-earth painterly stance from of its foundations. Brodmann paints looking forward, 

with energy and imagination, to step out of the shadow of possible impossibility and arrive not at a lack but at 

abundance. As powerful and dynamic as his pictures may appear, he has been aware from early on of the 

problematic proximity to “grand painting.” The specter of the hero, who hits every nail right on the head, turns 

into the figure of a comedian, who goofs up.  

Brodmann was dedicated to the small format for a long period of time, it became a characteristic feature of his 

art. But since it can also be a question of how grand gestures might not be meant, some of his pictures have now 

evolved on large canvases. This also arises from the sense of necessity to bring the motifs often appearing like 

in a torn-apart comic strip onto a larger, uninterrupted surface. Simultaneously, the means of painting are 

reduced in relation to the growth of the ground in favor of drawing and watercolor. Brodmann’s painting is 

characterized by figures morphed into an intermediate, fantastical world, where they reveal at times human, at 

times animal, and often chimerical traits. They frequently appear in groups of two or more, either in a dialogue 

or isolated as individual beings. Some figures have distinct contours, they are tangle subjects. But many others 

appear disintegrated or seem to merge with each other, and instead of establishing civilized contact, they form 

grotesquely intertwined bodies. The seemingly friendly tumults repeatedly threaten to turn neurotic, and some 

motifs jump at you like Jack-in-the-boxes. At the same time, they also possess quiet sides, and amidst 

atmospheres of emotional turmoil figures of lonesomeness are depicted.  

Brodmann does not paint realistically, but works with techniques of distortion and intersperses his paintings 

with carnivalesque and comedic moments. In each picture, a shimmering spectacle of social conflicts, 

negotiations, and agreements is presented. These are states of emergency of porous inner worlds that are 

constantly infused by the outside and that turn their backs on the authoritarian expectations of orderliness. 

 
Works by Vittorio Brodmann (born 1987 Ettingen, lives in Zurich) have been presented at Halle für Kunst Lüneburg (2016), 

Truth & Consequences, Geneva (2015), Freedman Fitzpatrick, Los Angeles (2015), Migros Museum für Gegenwartskunst, 

Zurich (2015), Swiss Institute, New York (2015), Gavin Brown’s Enterprise, New York (2015), Galerie Gregor Staiger, Zurich 

(2014), Up State, Zurich (2014), Stuart Shave / Modern Art, London (2014), Badischer Kunstverein, Karlsruhe (2014), 

SPACE, London (2014), 21er Raum/21er Haus, Vienna (2013), Leslie Fritz, New York (2013), Galerie Nicolas Krupp, Basel 

(2013), CEO Gallery, Malmö (2013), Sandy Brown, Berlin (2012), New Jerseyy, Basel (2009). 
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PROGRAM 
 

 

Summer party with barbecue and music by Forever Traxx and Lonely Boys 

FRIDAY, 17 JUNE, 7pm 

 

Tour through exhibition with Vittorio Brodmann and Valérie Knoll (Director Kunsthalle Bern) 

SUNDAY, 26 JUNE, 2 pm 

 

Performance Vittorio Brodmann 

FRIDAY, 26 AUGUST, 7 pm  

 

Public Guided Tours 

SUNDAY, 19 JUNE 

SUNDAY, 7 AUGUST 

2 pm 

 

Guided Tour with Lunch 

TUESDAY, 21 JUNE 

TUESDAY, 9 AUGUST 

Tour 12.30 – 1 pm followed by lunch 

Please register until 20 June / 8 August: info@kunsthalle-bern.ch 

 

Guided Tour with Coffee and Cake 

WEDNESDAY, 29 JUNE, 2 pm 

 

Étude 6 

Series of events organized by students of Visual Arts and Art History in collaboration with Kunsthalle Bern 

With Sarah Elser, Laura Grubenmann, Nina Selina Liechti, Natalino Morabito and Nina Líška Rieben 

www.facebook.com/etudebern 

TUESDAY, 12 JULY, 6 pm 

 

Art Secret – Adventurous expeditions for Children (6 to 11 years) 

SATURDAY, 13 AUGUST , 2 – 4 pm  

Please register until 9 August: info@kunsthalle-bern.ch 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/etudebern

