
Montreal, January 18, 2016 – SBC Gallery of Contemporary 
Art presents from January 30 to April 16, 2016 Sans Peau / 
No Skin, an exhibition by Ines Doujak, Pablo Lafuente and 
Alessandro Marques.

In Brazilian Portuguese, the name for jellyfish is ‘água-viva’, 
living water. The name uses a substance, ‘água’, in order to 
capture a behaviour: the água-viva is unequivocally a living 
creature, but the living substance is water, and water is also 
the substance where the living substance lives. Or, the same 
substance is shared by the living water and the neither-living-
nor-still water, to the point that it might be difficult to differ-
entiate one from the other: there is no fur, tissue, container, 
barrier, just a different density. No inside protected from the 
outside, no essence hidden underneath the surface.

Adopting this as a starting point, the exhibition Sans Peau / 
No Skin explores how bodies may live and move within a 
space where skin has disappeared, and where other bound-
aries have also, at least partially, collapsed. Through the 
use of chita, a popular fabric from the northeast of Brazil, 
characterised by its pattern of flora in vivid colours and 
omnipresent in the clothes and homes of the region, 
Sans Peau / No Skin presents an environment where a 
language ‘of the people’ is displaced into a new context 
and function. These fluid displacements resonate with the 
changing locations of bodies, as people and groups flee to and 
from places and conditions that have become intolerable.

Sans Peau / No Skin is an experimental collaboration between 
Ines Doujak, Pablo Lafuente and Alessandro Marques. It 
brings together Doujak’s investigations into the possibilities 
and political history of fabrics, Marques’ work with design 
and manufacture of clothing and Lafuente’s investigation of 
popular forms of culture in Brazil.

Sans peau / No Skin
A collective project by Ines Doujak, 
Pablo Lafuente and Alessandro Marques 
30.01.2016 - 16.04.2016 

Opening 30.01.2016 2 pm - 5 pm

Ines Doujak is an artist who researches, writes and teaches 
in the areas of visual culture and material aesthetics with a 
queer-feminist, anti-racist, anti-colonial focus. Doujak lives 
and works in London and Vienna. She is the project leader of 
Loomshuttles / Warpaths, which sheds light on the highly com-
plex and asymmetrical relationships between Europe and Latin 
America through the medium of Andean textiles. She regularly 
produces ideas and projects with novelist John Barker.

Pablo Lafuente is a writer, teacher and curator working 
in São Paulo and Porto Seguro, where he is visiting professor 
at the UFSB. He was part of the curatorial team of the 31st 
Bienal de São Paulo (2014) and the curator of A Singular Form 
at Secession, Vienna (2014).

Alessandro Marques is a designer based in São Paulo. 
His practice involves the design and production for different 
labels in Brazil as well as his own Nego Lazulli. He has also 
designed special collections for organisations like Daspu or 
Bloco Tarado Ni Você.

Nuit Blanche 27.02.2016 8 pm - 2 am
percussion + capoeira + textile laboratory

Guided tours Wednesdays and Saturdays from 2 pm - 4 pm

This project is part of SBC’s focus program ÁGUA VIVA.
Thanks to the Consulate General of Brazil in Montreal.
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info@sbcgallery.ca
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