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Lia Rumma Gallery is pleased to announce “Napoli, Napoli,” the first solo exhibition by Alfredo
Jaar in Naples, opening on Thursday, February 11, 2016.

“Napoli is without a doubt one of the most inspiring cities in the world, a tsunami of exuberant joy

and insane chaos, the real life version of Dante’s Divine Comedy, all at once: Inferno, Paradiso

and Purgatorio. When Gramsci wrote “The old world is dying away, and the new world struggles

to come forth: now is the time of monsters” was he thinking about Italy or Napoli? When

Giuseppe Ungaretti wrote his magnificent poem “M’illumino d’immenso,” was he thinking about

Napoli?

But, please tell me, who created Napoli? And for whom? And for what purpose? Why Napoli? 

Only a city like Napoli triggers these existential questions because Napoli is not a city, Napoli is a

universe where you get lost as soon as you enter it, and there is no return.”

Alfredo Jaar, January 2016

Alfredo Jaar is an artist, architect, and filmmaker who lives and works in New York City. He was born in Santiago de
Chile. Jaar’s work has been shown extensively around the world. He has participated in the Biennales of Venice (1986,
2007, 2009, 2013), Sao Paulo (1987, 1989, 2010) as well as Documenta in Kassel (1987, 2002). Important individual
exhibitions include The New Museum of Contemporary Art, New York; Whitechapel, London; The Museum of
Contemporary Art, Chicago; The Museum of Contemporary Art, Rome; and Moderna Museet, Stockholm. A major
retrospective of his work took place in summer 2012 at three institutions in Berlin: Berlinische Galerie, Neue
Gesellschaft fur bildende Kunst e.V. and Alte Nationalgalerie. In 2014 the Museum of Contemporary Art Kiasma in
Helsinki hosted the most extensive retrospective of his career. Jaar has realized more than sixty public interventions
around the world. Over fifty monographic publications have been published about his work. He became a Guggenheim
Fellow in 1985 and a MacArthur Fellow in 2000.  His work can be found in the collections of MAXXI and MACRO,
Rome, The Museum of Modern Art and Guggenheim Museum, New York, the MCA in Chicago, MOCA and LACMA
in Los Angeles, the Tate in London, the Centre Georges Pompidou in Paris, the Centro Reina Sofia in Madrid, the
Moderna Museet in Stockholm, the Louisiana Museum of Modern Art in Humlaebeck and dozens of other institutions
and private collections worldwide.

       


