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“William Wegman: Selected Photo Pieces” 
 
William Wegman’s name as an American conceptual artist (*1943, lives in New York) is 
linked inseparably with his subtle, ironic photographs of his Weimaraner dogs.  
Becoming known initially for cryptic photo and video works (with and without dogs), he 
attained world renown in the 1970s with his discovery of the talents of his first Weimaraner 
dog, Man Ray, as a gifted model and an ideal interpreter of human idiosyncrasies.  
In the mid-1980s, Fay Ray, a born dog diva, succeeded Man Ray and was no less of a star. 
Fay launched a whole gamut of entirely new motifs. She could move gracefully, assume 
different positions and poses, arch her neck, turn her head round, and cross her legs. 
In the interim several generations of her offspring have come to pose before Wegman’s lens.  
 
In 1979, on the invitation of the Polaroid Corporation, Wegman began working with a newly 
developed camera, the now legendary Polaroid 24 x 20 Inches (60 x 50 cm). A remarkable 
body of work came about, of singularly precise, large-scale photographs, each a one-off, as 
only this Polaroid camera is capable of producing.  
Since Polaroid ceased paper production a number of years ago, pigment prints have become 
Wegman’s favoured technical medium.  
 
William Wegman’s photographs are shown in museums and international galleries the world 
over, and have entered all the larger collections. Numerous retrospectives devoted to his 
work have been on view in many museums of the United States, Japan, Korea, China and 
Europe.  
Besides video segments regularly featured in Sesame Street since 1989, Wegman has also 
made films and videos for such programmes as Saturday Night Live and Nickelodeon. His 
film The Hardly Boys in Hardly Gold was shown at the Sundance Film Festival.  
 
”Selected Photo Pieces” is the seventh solo Wegman exhibition at our gallery, within a 
collaboration spanning twenty years to date with this artist, who is equally at home in the 
media of painting, drawing, video, film and photography. He is a master in handling the 
photographic medium, and an expert in generating from the interplay with his dogs one new, 
startling pictorial idea after the other, sublime in quality and originality. Many of his 
photographs have the air of paintings and recall subtle still life compositions and film 
sequences. Apart from which his Weimaraners remain unsurpassed in beauty, expressive 
power and elegance. Today they are among the most popular figures in the international art 
and media scene.  
 
 
Exhibition to 19 March 2016. 
 
Gallery open Tuesday -Friday 12 noon – 6 pm, Saturday 12 – 4 pm and by appointment. 
 
Please note  
As we are participating at the Duesseldorf Photo Weekend 2016, our additional opening 
hours for that event are: Friday, 12 February, 6 – 9 pm; Saturday, 13 February, 12 noon 
– 8 pm; Sunday, 14 February 2016, 12 noon – 6 pm.  
 
 
 


