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Santiago Ydáñez casts his gaze over the  
Lázaro Collection 

 
 The Museo Lázaro Galdiano presents a new edition of the Reinterpreted 

project curated by Rafael Doctor Roncero which invites established and 

internationally acclaimed contemporary Spanish artists to interact with the 

Lázaro Collection. 

 

 Santiago Ydáñez is the artist who has been chosen on this second occasion to 

take a new look at the works on display in this museum dedicated to the 

history of Spanish and European art. Ydáñez has focused his gaze on the 

landscapes, animals and portraits in the collection, as well as reflecting on José 

Lázaro's passion for books. 

 
 Reinterpreted II: The Ashes of the Nightingale opens on 4 February and is 

supported by the Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation 

(AECID), which will present the show at a selection of its cultural centres in 

Latin America.  

 
 The exhibition offers a preface to the Animal Capital project that will be held at 

a variety of museums and prominent cultural venues in Madrid.  

 
Madrid, 4 February 2016. The Santiago Ydáñez show represents the second edition of 
the Reinterpreted project that was launched in 2014 with artist Enrique Marty's 
approximation to the museum's collection. The programme, through which artists 
explore and offer their own take on the works in the museum, is undoubtedly one of 
the greatest challenges that Museo Lázaro Galdiano has embarked on to promote and 
cast its rich collection in a contemporary light. 
 
The aim of inviting different artists to engage in a thorough and passionate 
examination of the works on display is to build a bridge or dialogue between the past 
and present, with benefits for all the parties involved: the collection is viewed through 
new eyes, audiences witness how the new reading is formulated from a contemporary 
perspective, and the artist embraces a stimulating challenge that enriches his own 
vision and work. 
 
The Ashes of the Nightingale references one of the most outstanding pieces in the 
collection: a funerary urn that held the ashes of a nightingale beloved by a woman, 
supposedly of high birth, called Luscinia Philomena. That such a rich object should have 
been used for such an insignificant animal offers an eloquent insight into the loving 
relationship between a human being and a non-human being and paves the way to a 
place in which it is possible to glimpse a fairer relationship between the two. 
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As Rafael Doctor explains, the exhibition "prefaces Animal Capital, a cultural project 
that will be held in Madrid in the spring and will examine the connection between 
culture and art and animals". 
 
Santiago Ydáñez (Puente de Génave, Jaén (Spain), 1967) is one of the most prominent 
Spanish artists of the last two decades. "His particular way of approaching figurative 
painting from gesturalism and photography in unison has enabled him to craft a 
unique and constantly evolving language," adds the curator. After spending several 
years representing the human face and facial expressions, he moved on to explore 
genres like landscapes and animals. At this point of his career, he combines all of these 
avenues with a direct investigation of certain turbulent periods in the history of 
humanity. 
 
"The challenge posed by this exhibition consisted in examining the Lázaro Galdiano 
Collection and seeking an approximation to some of the animals represented in the 
works while simultaneously pausing to reflect on some of the landscapes in those 
pictures of animals as well as others by classical authors in the collection," says Rafael 
Doctor. Peasants at a Cave Entrance/Good Fortune by Teniers, The Lane from East 
Bergholt to Flatford by Constable, The Animals Entering Noah's Ark by Brueghel and 
Saint John the Baptist in the Desert by Hieronymus Bosch all take on a new dimension 
in a playful elimination and addition of elements.  
 
At the same time, the artist has succumbed to the overwhelming presence of portraits 
in the collection, which he has approached in a highly respectful yet unique manner. 
Viewers will rediscover Charles II, Gertrudis Gómez de Avellenada, the bullfighter 
Costillares and the little marquise of Roncali. 
 
The show also includes an approximation to the objects in the collection, the books—
José Lázaro was a great bibliophile and publisher, as evidenced by his rich library 
comprising more than 20,000 volumes—and the textile collection. Santiago Ydáñez has 
purchased books from the nineteenth century, cutlery boxes from different periods, 
and two chasubles, which he has manipulated and exhibited in various display cases 
throughout the museum. In the case of the books, on the inner covers Ydáñez has 
painted animals or portraits, such as that of José Lázaro himself and Enrique Marty (in 
a wink to the artist of Reinterpreted I). He has done the same with the chasubles and 
cutlery boxes, creating a visual effect between the pragmatism of the cutlery and the 
spirituality of images depicted. The artist has also manipulated some of the works on 
display, such as the case of a hunting rifle, made by Ramón Zuloaga, where he has 
placed the portrait of the Lázaro-Florido family inside the lid. 
 
The show will be on display at the museum from 4 February to 14 May 2016 and will 
then travel to AECID cultural centres in Latin America. 
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USEFUL INFORMATION 
Reinterpreted II: The Ashes of the Nightingale. Santiago Ydáñez 

Curator: Rafael Doctor Roncero 

Organized by: Museo Lázaro Galdiano 

Supported by: The Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation (AECID) 

Dates:   04 February – 14 May 2016 

Twitter #Reinterpretada2 

 

Tour included in museum admission price (6 €) 

 
Museo Lázaro Galdiano: C/ Serrano 122. 28026  Madrid (Spain) Getting here 
Opening hours: Tuesday through Sunday, 10 am to 4.30 pm; Sundays until 3 pm. 
Closed Mondays. 
Further information: www.flg.es 
 

SELECTED IMAGES 
The Animals Entering Noah's 
Ark, 1626=1675 
Jan Brueghel “the Younger”.  
Oil on canvas 
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