
February 26, 2016
Contact: Viviette Hunt, Director, or Chelsea Wrightson, Gallery Assistant
info@levygallery.com 505.766.9888

 
Xuan Chen • Empty and Full    FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Hayley Rheagan • Pieces, Parts, Place 
April 22–May 27
Gallery Reception: Saturday, May 14, 6:00–8:00 pm 

Richard Levy Gallery is pleased to present Empty and Full, a selection of paintings 
and an installation by Albuquerque-based artist Xuan Chen. Empty and Full 
comprises three bodies of work with flowing color combinations, hard-edged 
patterns, and hybrid forms of painting and sculpture. These series of vivid abstract 
works show the crossover between new technologies of image making and 
traditional painterly practice. 

Chen begins each process by constructing colorful 3D drawings on her computer.  
Based on digital drawings, Chen’s Light Threads paintings explore transparency and 
luminosity.  These dimensional acrylic paintings made with bright embroidery threads 
capture and reflect light. Empty and Full is a series of paintings created by meticulously 
arranging strips of poured vinyl paint on wood panels. Her large-scale installation 
incorporates sewn fabrics, mylar film, felt, wood, and paint.
 
Born in Qingyang, China, Chen moved to the United States to complete a PhD in 
materials science and engineering at the University of California in Berkeley. She then 
received her MFA in studio art from the University of New Mexico. Chen has won 
the Miami University Young Painters Competition, the Reggie Gammon Memorial 
Award from the Harwood Art Center in Albuquerque, and a WorkingArtist.org grant.

In the project room is Pieces, Parts, Place, a series of photographs by Hayley 
Rheagan, who plays with abstracting urban architecture by using the camera’s 
tendency to flatten space. With her keen eye for symmetry and color, Rheagan 
transforms naturally found geometric patterns into vibrant compositions. Originally 
from New Mexico, Rheagan currently lives and works in St. Petersburg, FL. 

Images for this exhibition can be found on our website www.levygallery.com.  
High-resolution images are available on request.  

Dates: April 22–May 27 
Gallery Reception: Saturday, May 14, 6:00–8:00 pm 
Gallery Hours: Tuesday–Saturday, 11:00 am–4:00 pm 
514 Central Avenue SW, Albuquerque, NM 87102  505.766.9888  info@levygallery.com

mailto:info@levygallery.com
http://www.levygallery.com
mailto:info@levygallery.com

