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BRUCE BRAINARD

His love of the outdoors began as a child, growing up in a small farming community in the Snake 
River Valley of Idaho—the perfect setting for quiet reflection and meditation. Brainard believes in 
Picasso’s mantra that, “The purpose of art is to express the great emotions.” He says, “I have found 
the greatest emotions not necessarily to be the loud, the sentimental, or even the profane, but rath-
er the quiet, the authentic, and the sacred. I use the landscape to try and express these emotions.”

Brainard’s observation of his surrounding landscape is a means for contemplating the meaning of 
life. His realistically painted works are allegorical depictions of the outdoors as symbols for a radiant 
hope found in the beauty and life nature provides.  His technique is crisp, honing every detail to 
simulate the subtle brilliance of light and atmosphere.

In Longings Brainard makes the warm glow of the sun his subject, depicting its slow disappearance 
behind foggy clouds. Subtle shifts in color and tone radiate out, gently grazing the deep green of 
the fertile brush below. The viewer is drawn in by pure luminosity, only to be reminded of the bitter-
sweet nature of time, as one day passes into the next.

Brainard received his BFA and MFA from Brigham Young University. His works in public collections 
includes, National Congress of Art and Design, Ritz Carlton, Ohio University, Time Warner Commu-
nications, Memorial Herman Hospital System and Brigham Young University.

David Lusk Gallery-Memphis is located at 97 Tillman. The Gallery is open Tu-Fr 10-5:30 and Sa 
11-4. For more information or visuals please contact Amelia Briggs at 901-767-3800 or amelia@
davidluskgallery.com.
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Longings, 2015, oil on canvas, 60x48”

a brightness of hope

David Lusk Gallery-Memphis is pleased to host a 
new body of landscape paintings by Utah-based 
artist Bruce Brainard. The exhibition A Brightness of 
Hope expands upon Brainard’s lifelong passion for 
capturing the natural world around him.


