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PINKNEY HERBERT

The title of the exhibition Knotty Time references varying speeds of entangled and untangled lines of 
travel and vision. Gestural brushstrokes and bold color speak to Herbert’s interest in the energy of a 
city. He considers abstraction to be a powerful language where cool and warm, light and dark, soft 
and hard play off one another to create visual tension. These contradictions capture Herbert’s stimu-
lating experience of walking the streets of his two stomping grounds – New York and Memphis.

Herbert says, “My work is loud, noisy, colorful, optimistic, like a celebration. During the ‘80s I was 
working out problems. Now there is joy in it. And, it’s an homage not only to the raucous energies 
of the city that has become my part-time home, but also to ‘The Wizard of Oz,’ one of my favorite 
movies.”

The work in Knotty Time consists of large pastel on paper drawings and oil collage paintings on 
panel. Herbert’s work underwent a breakthrough when he began embedding digital prints onto the 
surface of his oil paintings, catapulting his work into a larger conversation about the digital sensibili-
ties of our time and post-digital abstraction. In the catalogue for his 30-year survey Kim Levin writes, 
“His works insist that abstraction doesn’t need to be the logical, pure, rational, or tied to modern-
ism’s apron strings. It can also be the default setting for our digital age.”
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Knotty, 2016 oil, digital print on panel, 60x40”

knotty time

Pinkney Herbert’s new work continues to push 
the boundaries of abstraction in his upcoming 
solo show at David Lusk Gallery-Memphis.
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The University of Tennessee Knoxville recently organized Herbert’s 30-year survey titled Distilled: 
The Narrative Transformed, which is currently touring the country. He has been a visiting artist at 
the Prague Academy of Fine Arts, Hanoi University of Fine Arts, and the Oberfalzer Kuntzlerhaus, 
Schwandorf, Germany. Herbert recently completed a year-long residency at the Marie Walsh Sharpe 
Studio Program in Brooklyn NY. Herbert is the recipient of Fellowships from the National Endowment 
for the Arts, the Tennessee Arts Commission, and the USIAArts America. His work has been the 
subject of numerous exhibitions throughout the US, Europe, Japan and Southeast Asia. His work in 
permanent collections includes, the New Orleans Museum of Art, Memphis Brooks Museum, Ogden 
Museum of Southern Art, and the Arkansas Art Center. He currently maintains studios in both Mem-
phis and New York.

David Lusk Gallery is located at 97 Tillman. Gallery hours are Tuesday-Friday 10-5:30 and Saturday 
11-4. For more information or visuals please contact Amelia Briggs at 901 767 3800 or amelia@
davidluskgallery.com.

Totem, 2016, oil digital print on panel, 48x60”

In Totem Herbert creates the dizzying sense of 
movement. Blurs of colorful light seem to race 
by as our eyes cling to the stagnant center. The 
viewer is transported to the window of a taxi or 
the dizzying blur of chaotic Times Square. Layers 
of paint depict varying speeds and tempos, refer-
encing the spontaneity of Jazz or the dynamics of 
a New York subway. The title Totem suggests the 
center band to be of spiritual significance, present-
ing the necessary calm in the midst of a chaotic 
environment. Herbert is successful in his ability to 
create a relationship between his brushstrokes and 
underlying digital imagery. This connection allows 
for the composition to take on a rich complexity, 
suggesting a vision dually rooted in two different 
worlds.


