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The internationally acclaimed Portuguese artists João Maria Gusmão & 

Pedro Paiva capture magical moments of everyday life in their films, 

sculptures, photographs and camera-obscura installations. They take 

viewers on a fascinating journey into the realm of the mysterious. 

Within the solo exhibition at the Aargauer Kunsthaus the filmic, 

sculptural and photograph work are combined in new and unique ways. 

Many of the works shown were produced especially for this 

exhibition.  

 

João Maria Gusmão (b. 1979) and Pedro Paiva (b. 1977) are interested in 

situations where the rationally explicable meets mystical occurrences. In 

their films, sculptures, photographs and camera-obscura installations the 

Portuguese artists capture the magical moments of everyday scenes and 

casual gestures: the wing beat of a parrot, a fried egg in a pan, a turning 

wheel. What the artists catch on their camera and capture on celluloid and 

photographic paper or cast in bronze are poetic, philosophical reflections 

on the world. 
 

Since 2001, Gusmão & Paiva have been creating a fascinating oeuvre that 

attracted international attention early on. Ever since representing 

Portugal at the 2009 Venice Biennale, they are acclaimed by the 

international art scene. More recently, major institutional solo 

exhibitions have established them as prominent contemporary art figures. In 

2013 the artists showed their work for the first time at the Aargauer 

Kunsthaus as part of the themed exhibition Rhythm in it. Now the Kunsthaus 

is bringing the successful artist duo back to Switzerland for a 



 

 

comprehensive solo exhibition focusing on current filmic works that were 

created in the context of a multi-week sojourn in Japan. Produced 

especially for the show in Aarau, these new films are juxtaposed with 

selected older works and orchestrated in room-size installations. 
 

Presented in addition to this are new and never-before-shown photographs 

and bronze sculptures that attest to the humour and profoundness with which 

Gusmão & Paiva manage to playfully seduce their audiences. The exhibition 

in Aarau marks the first time the artists display their hitherto rarely 

shown bronze sculptures along with filmic and photographic works. This 

meshing of previously parallel creative areas enables visitors to establish 

surprising cross-references between the various bodies of work and gain 

deeper insights into this multi-layered oeuvre. 
 

In their sculptures the Lisbon-based artists examine the ways in which we 

relate to reality, only to turn this relationship upside down with 

analytical precision, sensitivity, and humour. The bronze-cast objects 

represent everyday objects and situations, scenes from comics, buildings 

and, time and again, figures and animals. Due to the interplay of title and 

work and the unusual constellations the sculptures undergo a at times 

surreal shift in meaning. 
 
At the same time the artists frequently hover on the borderline between the 

static medium of bronze sculpture and the moving medium of film by creating 

sculptures that represent a chronological sequence, such as the turning of 

the egg in the frying pan. 
 

Gusmão & Paiva’s filmic works are characterised by a spare visual language 

without sound. They produce their short films with simple means, often 

working with amateur actors in everyday situations and foregoing great 

technical effort. They present the footage using 16mm and 35mm projectors. 

The aesthetics evoke memories of the bygone silent era and experimental 

films. At the Aargauer Kunsthaus several films are related to one another 

in thematic constellations. They coalesce with the rhythm of the rattling 

film projector into a dreamscape in which past and present flare up and 

overlap. 
 

João Maria Gusmão and Pedro Paiva describe their artistic work as 

"recreational metaphysics." Philosophical and metaphysical considerations 

as well as scientific experiments form the basis of their works  

which combine anthropological/informative, experimental artistic and 

philosophical/magical ways of looking at things. Many works include 

references to the history of art, photography and film. Other important 



 

 

sources of inspiration are the writings of the French novelist and poet 

Victor Hugo (1802 - 1885), the philosopher Réne Descartes (1596 – 1650) as 

well as the experiments of the photographic pioneer Eadweard Muybridge 

(1830 - 1904), to mention only a few. In spite of their multi-layered frame 

of reference, the ponderousness of theoretical discourse is foreign to the 

works of Gusmão & Paiva assembled at the Aargauer Kunsthaus. On the 

contrary: they take viewers on a fascinating journey into the realm of the 

mysterious and invite them to participate in the artist duo’s visual 

experiments. 

 

Biography 
João Maria Gusmão (Lisbon, b. 1979) and Pedro Paiva (Lisbon, b. 1977) have 
been working together since 2001. They live and work in Lisbon.  

Selected Solo Exhibitions since 2005: 
Haus der Kunst, Munich (2016); Papagaio, Camden Arts Centre, London (2015); 
Third man argument, Sies + Höke, Düsseldorf (2013); Voltair's Armpit, 
Objectif Exhibitions, Antwerp (2012); Trilemma: Over a Ghostly Conception, 
Fri Art - Centre d'art de Fribourg, Fribourg (2012); Those animals that, at 
a distance, resemble flies, Kunsthaus Glarus, Glarus (2012), Since you have 
eaten the horse, you can travel to Rome by donkey: on dwarf philosophy, 
Kunstnernes Hus, Oslo (2012); There’s nothing more to tell because this is 
small, as is every fecundation, Museo Marino Marini, Florence (2011); Alien 
Theory, Frac Île-de-France, Le Plateau, Paris (2011); Tem gwef tem gwef dr 
rr rr, Kunsthalle Düsseldorf, Düsseldorf (2011); On the Movement of the 
Fried Egg and Other Astronomical Bodies, Ikon Gallery, Birmingham (2010); 
Experiments and Observations on Different Kinds of Air, Portuguese 
pavilion, 53th Venice Biennale, Venice (2009); About the presence of 
things, Kunstverein Hannover, Hanover (2009); Passengers 1.7, CCA Wattis 
Institute for Contemporary Arts, San Francisco (2008); Crevasse, 
Laboratório 987, Museo de Arte Contemporáneo de Castilla y León, Castilla y 
León (2007); Intrusão: The Red Square, Museu do Chiado, Museu Nacional de 
Arte Contemporânea, Lisbon (2005) 
 
Selected Group Exhibitions since 2005: 
Ver (re)velar. Usos y representaciones de lo inexplicable, MUSAC, León  
(2015); Au sud d'aujourd'hui, Centre Calouste Gulbenkian, Paris (2015); RAY 
Fotografieprojekte Frankfurt/Rhein Main, MMK Museum für Moderne Kunst, 
Frankfurt (2015); Frac Ile-de-France collection, Mamco, Musée d'art moderne 
et contemporain, Geneva (2015); Alimentário: Construção do Patrimônio 
Alimentar Brasileiro, Oca, São Paulo (2015); Art Unlimited, Art Basel, 
Basel (2014); Film as Sculpture, WIELS, Contemporary Art Centre, Brussels 
(2013); The Encyclopedic Palace, 55th Venice Biennale, Venice (2013); 
Nouvelles Impressions de Raymond Roussel, Palais de Tokyo, Paris (2013); 
When Attitudes Became Form Become Attitudes, CCA Wattis Institute, San 
Francisco (2012); Ghosts in the Machine, New Museum, New York (2012); Kunst 
und Philosophie, n.b.k. Neuer Berliner Kunstverein, Berlin (2011); Leopards 
in the Temple, Sculpture Center, New York (2010); Manifesta 7 – European 
Biennial of Contemporary Art, Rovereto, Italy (2008); Múltiplas Direcções, 
arte portuguesa de 1850 até à actualidade, Museu do Chiado – Museu Nacional 
de Arte Contemporânea, Lisbon (2008); Sobreposições, Museu do Chiado – 
Museu Nacional de Arte Contemporânea, Lisbon (2007); XXVII Bienal de São 
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http://www.sieshoeke.com/exhibitions/joao-maria-gusmao-pedro-paiva-art-unlimited-art-basel


 

 

Paulo, São Paulo (2006); Laberinto de Museos, Instituto Cervantes, Beijing 
(2006)  
 
Curator  
Madeleine Schuppli, Director, Aargauer Kunsthaus 

Assistant Curator 
Katrin Weilenmann, Assistant Curator, Aargauer Kunsthaus 
 
Publication 
A comprehensive catalogue in German and English is published in conjunction 
with the exhibition of João Maria Gusmão & Pedro Paiva.  
Produced in cooperation with the Kölnischer Kunstverein in Cologne, which 
hosted a solo presentation of the artist duo in the fall of 2015, this 
volume is published by Walther König Verlag. The richly illustrated 
catalogue includes two essays by internationally renowned authors and 
curators João Ribas of Fundação De Serralves in Porto and Anselm Franke of 
Haus der Kulturen der Welt in Berlin, as well as an introduction by 
Madeleine Schuppli, Director Aargauer Kunsthaus, Aarau. Also included is a 
text written for the exhibition by the artists themselves.  
The book presentation with artists’ talk (in English) is scheduled for 
Thursday, 16 June 2016. 
 
Edition 
João Maria Gusmão & Pedro Paiva are creating an exclusive edition 
especially for the solo exhibition at the Aargauer Kunsthaus.  
Detailed information will be available starting in April at 
shop.aargauerkunsthaus.ch 

 
Preview for the Media 
Thursday, 28 April 2016, 10.30 am 
Introduction and tour of the exhibition with Madeleine Schuppli, Director, 
Aargauer Kunsthaus. Followed by a reception in the foyer. 
 
Exhibition Opening 
Friday, 29 April 2016, 6 pm 
6.15 pm Welcome address and introduction by Madeleine Schuppli, Director, 
Aargauer Kunsthaus. Followed by a reception in the foyer.  
Starting at 7.30 pm Dinner will be served in the tent on the Kunsthaus roof 
5 – 6 pm Preview for members of the Aargau Art Association  
6 – 8 pm Children’s Opening Meet at 6 pm at the studio downstairs (for 
children 5 and older) 
 
Book Presentation with Artists’ Talk (in English) 
Thursday, 16 June 2016, 7.30 pm 
Catalogue authors João Ribas of Fundação De Serralves in Porto and 
Madeleine Schuppli, Director, Aargauer Kunsthaus, take attendants on a 
dialogue-based tour of the current exhibition in the presence of the 
artists. 
Followed by a reception.  
Please register with Lisa Engi, secretary’s office, lisa.engi@ag.ch. 



 

 

Guided Tours 
 

Thursday, 6.30 pm 
12 May with Brigitte Haas, 2 June with Astrid Näff, 9 June with Brigitte 
Haas, 7 July with Astrid Näff, 21 July with Silja Burch, 28 July with Silja 
Burch, 4 Aug. with Astrid Näff 

Sunday, 11 am 
1 May with Brigitte Haas, 8 May with Astrid Näff, 15 May with Brigitte 
Haas, 22 May with Brigitte Haas, 5 June with Brigitte Haas, 12 June with 
Astrid Näff, 19 June with Brigitte Haas, 26 June with Astrid Näff, 3 July 
with Brigitte Haas, 10 July with Astrid Näff, 17 July with Katrin 
Weilenmann, 31 July with Astrid Näff, 7 Aug. with Brigitte Haas 

Whit Monday, 11 am 
16 May with Brigitte Haas 
 
Children and Families 
 
Family Sunday 
Sunday, 8 May and 12 June, 11 am / 1 pm / 3 pm 
Interactive guided tour and workshop. 
For families with children 5 and older 
 
Art Hunt 
Saturday, 28 May / 4 / 11 / 18 and 25 June 
10 am – 12.30 pm (ages 9 − 13) 
1.30 – 3.30 pm (ages 5 − 8) 
Children are introduced to art. 
 
Open Studio 
Sunday, 29 May / 26 June, 11 am – 4 pm 
The studio is open to creative minds of all ages. 
 
Education 
Introduction for Teachers 
Wednesday, 4 May 2016, 2.30 – 4.30 pm 
 
 
Opening Hours 
Tue – Sun: 10 am – 5 pm; Thu: 10 am – 8 pm 
 
Holiday Opening Hours  
Open 10 – 17 pm: Labour Day/May Day, 1 May; Ascension Day, 5 May; 
Whitsunday, 15 May and Whitmonday, 16 May; Eve of Maienzug, 30 June; 
Closed: Swiss National Holiday, 1 Aug.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Images for the Media 
Images are available for downloading on our website 
www.aargauerkunsthaus.ch> Media. Please consider the copyright.  
 
 
 
For additional information please contact 

Madeleine Schuppli, Director, Aargauer Kunsthaus,  
Tel. +41 (0)62 835 23 30, email: madeleine.schuppli@ag.ch 

Katrin Weilenmann, Assistant Curator, Aargauer Kunsthaus,  
Tel. +41 (0)62 835 49 72, email: katrin.weilenmann@ag.ch  

Filomena Colecchia, Communication/Media, Aargauer Kunsthaus 
Tel. +41 (0)62 835 23 34, email filomena.colecchia@ag.ch 
 
 
 
Social Media 
Become a fan of the Aargauer Kunsthaus on Facebook and follow us on Twitter 
and Instagram. 
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