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The End of All Time, gouache and sumi ink on paper on canvas over wood 
panel, 2015

 mark-making and collaged paper. Vivid color compositions are paired with bold black and white works.

The paintings are filled with references to music, art, history, religion, or contemporary issues. For example, “The End of 
Time” references Olivier Messiaen’s composition, Quartet for the End of Time. A figure on the left holds sheet music while 
the figure on the right plays clarinet. The composition is borrowed from Picasso’s “Pipes of Pan.” 

The exhibition title is taken from in Robert Alter’s translation of the songs in the book of Psalms.  The passage is, in 
essence, about hope and waiting for the dawn of a new day: “I hoped for the Lord, my being hopes and for His word I 
waited. My being for the Master—more than the dawn-watchers watch for the dawn.” 

Thematically, Dawn-Watchers explores notions of destruction, martyrdom and, as the title suggests, hope. The work is a 
response to the growing number of people affected by forced migration—refugees from Syria, northern Africa, Mexico, and 
Latin America. The series took its initial inspiration from the beheading of 20 Coptic Christians and one Ghanan (or possibly 
Chadian) on the Libyan coast by ISIL. Matthews’s approach is not a journalistic or illustrative one, but rather an internalized 
response to the events. 

Rob Matthews lives and works in Nashville, TN. He received his MFA in painting and printmaking from the Virginia Com-
monwealth University and his BFA in painting from the University of Tennessee-Knoxville. He is a two-time winner of the 
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts Fellowship award and also won the Pew Fellowship in the Arts award in 2009. Matthews 
has public collections showcased in the North Carolina Museum of the Arts, the Philadelphia Museum of the Arts, the 
Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts and the de Young Museum.

David Lusk Gallery is located at 516 Hagan Street in Nashville’s Wedgewood-Houston neighborhood. Gallery hours are 
Tu-Sa 11-5. For further information and visuals contact Sara Estes at 615-780-9990 or sara@davidluskgallery.com. 
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PRESS RELEASE
for immediate release

In his first exhibition at David Lusk Gallery-Nashville, Rob 
Matthews puts a new spin on figurative painting. Here, 
Matthews explores contemporary social and political 
issues through allegory, symbolism, and the human 
figure. 

Dawn-Watchers is comprised of monumental (81x69”) 
and intimate (10x8”) ink and gouache works on paper, 
attached to canvas and stretched over wood 
supports.Matthews’s largest works in over a decade 
explore the manipulation and layering of forms through 


