
TED FAIERS 
Scene Paintings 
from the 1940s

Mining Town,1949, oil on board, 11” x 13.5”

Faiers was born in England in 1908 and was raised in Western Canada. In 1941, he began his formal training in painting at 
the University of Alberta, where he remained until 1946. He spent one year, 1942, under a scholarship at the Banff School of 
Fine Arts in Banff. From 1947 to 1948, Faiers taught at the University of Alberta. 

In 1951, at the age of 43, Faiers moved to New York to study at the Art Students League where he met his lifetime mentor, 
Will Barnet, and was introduced to abstract painting ideals. It was here that he began to hone his distinctive line-making 
technique and explore an influential art style known as Indian Space Painting. He later went on to enjoy a successful career 
as a professor, teaching painting and drawing for over thirty years at Memphis College of Art. All the while he maintained his 
own studio practice – making paintings, drawings, woodcuts and lithographs in a series of connecting additions at his home. 

During his time in Canada, Faiers focused on stylized landscape and genre paintings that took on regional themes, as seen 
in his depictions of rural Canadian towns, including Mining Town, Crows Nest Pass, and Cardston.

This exhibition explores the formative years that would eventually lead Faiers to a fruitful career of important and innovative 
painting. In these landscapes, we see the early signs of abstraction: flattened spaces, simplified form, and commanding 
color.

“The images he produced are the visions he saw, felt, and lived,” writes Townsend Wolfe, former chief curator and director of 
the Arkansas Arts Center. “He revealed for us his world, without compromise, so that we could better understand our world. 
He disclosed his vision of the universe of humankind without pretense, presenting it to us with clarity, form, and order, and 
with great humor, understanding and feeling. The man and his art are one.”

Faiers had a strong exhibition history throughout his life. His work moved through several distinct periods toward his final 
output of three-dimensional figurative canvases. He was a talented educator and has legions of former students. But at heart 
he was a working artist. Looking through his life’s output it is easy to understand that he had an addiction to making art. 
David Lusk Gallery is proud to continue growing the recognition of the art of Ted Faiers.

David Lusk Gallery is located at 516 Hagan Street in Nashville’s Wedgewood-Houston neighborhood. Gallery hours are 
Tu-Sa 11-5. For further information and visuals contact Sara Estes at 615-780-9990 or sara@davidluskgallery.com. 
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PRESS RELEASE
for immediate release

In Nashville this April the early works of Ted Faiers 
(1908-1985) take the walls at David Lusk Gallery. The 
1940s showcases Faiers’s early western landscape 
paintings. Reminiscent of Grant Wood or Thomas 
Hart Benton, these canvases have an extremely 
flattened sense of space and shape, combined with 
sensuous line.


