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Chen Chieh-jen: Empire’s Borders I (2008-09)
 Courtesy the artist

Friday, March 4, 5–11 pm

The Dividing Line:
Film and Performance About Border Control and Border
Crossing

On March 4, CAMP (Center for Art on Migration Politics) invites the public to the
opening of its new exhibition The Dividing Line: Film and Performance About
Border Control and Border Crossing. As one European government after
another is responding to the biggest refugee and irregular migrant flood ever
recorded by tightening border controls and asylum and deportation policies,
CAMP wants this exhibition to provide a lens through which to better
understand the complex interplay between human migration and border
politics.

The Dividing Line takes its starting point in the rich tradition in contemporary art and film for
examining borders as geographic, sociocultural, and symbolic dividing lines. The exhibition
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presents film, video, and live performance work by 5 transnational artists, filmmakers, and activist
groups that bring different insights to the current situation. Most of the contributors have
themselves experienced flight or migration.
 

Chen Chieh-jen: Empire’s Borders I (2008-09) Welcome to Europe: Moving Europe: Intro (2015)
 

In his video installation Empire’s Borders I (2008-09), artist Chen Chieh-jen (Taiwan) shows
how discriminative visa policies of stronger nations are a tool to exclude and govern citizens of
weaker nations. Documentary filmmaker David Fedele (Australia), in his film The Land Between
(2014), offers an intimate insight into the desperate lives of a group of illegalized African migrants
living in the mountains of northern Morocco and dreaming of jumping the border fence to Spain
for a ‘better life’ in Europe. In his film The Crossing (2015), documentary filmmaker and
photojournalist George Kurian (India / Turkey) takes the viewer along the dangerous migration
route of a group of Syrian women, men, and children to Europe, and exposes all the territorial as
well as sociocultural borders they have to cross. Lastly, in a variety of video and publication
material, the transnational network Welcome to Europe documents the disobedient movements
of hundreds of thousands of refugees and migrants along the Balkan route in summer 2015, who
enforced their right to freedom of movement and refused to be deterred by border fences and
guards.
 

George Kurian: The Crossing (2015) David Fedele: The Land Between (2014)
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Castaway souls of Sjælsmark/Denmark: Demonstration, Sjælsmark, January 26, 2016
 

Parallel to the works in exhibition, Castaway souls of Sjælsmark/Denmark contributes with a
2-part performance during the opening night entitled For the Right to Have Rights!, and a series
of public work meetings during the exhibition period on how Danish society tackles its
‘undesirables’. Castaway souls of Sjælsmark is a group of rejected asylum seekers from the
Danish deportation center Sjælsmark, who have formed a protest movement demanding an end
to forced deportations, the closure of asylum camps, a stop to the criminalization of migrants and
asylum seekers, and the right to move or to stay.
 

Opening program
5:15–5:25 pm: Welcome by CAMP’s directors
5:30–6 pm: Exhibition contributor George Kurian (filmmaker & photojournalist from
India / Turkey) talks about and shows clips from his film The Crossing (2015), which
documents the dangerous migration route of a group of Syrian women, men, and children
to Europe
6–6:30 pm: For the Right to Have Rights! (part 1), a performance by Castaway souls of
Sjælsmark/Denmark (group of rejected asylum seekers from the Danish deportation
center Sjælsmark) on how Danish society tackles its ‘undesirables’
6:30–7:30 pm: Exhibition viewing and soup kitchen
7:30–8 pm: For the Right to Have Rights! (part 2), a performance by Castaway souls of
Sjælsmark/Denmark
8–11 pm: Party w/ DJs from Trampoline House’s Women’s Club and DJ Kipanga

Education & Practical Info
The Dividing Line runs from March 4 – April 16, 2016 and is accompanied by a free educational
booklet (available as download from the website March 4) with contributor bios, work/project
descriptions, and essay on border politics by Michala Clante Bendixen from Refugees Welcome
and Post Doc Martin Lemberg-Pedersen. CAMP also offers free guided tours every Saturday from
3–4 pm by a team of guides from CAMP and the Trampoline House refugee community.

The exhibition is curated by CAMP’s directors and makes up the third exhibition in the center’s
two-year exhibition program Migration Politics. The program traces artistic responses to
displacement, border politics, refugee/migrant detention, forced deportation, undocumented
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migration, and visions for alternative migration and refugee policies.

The exhibition is supported by The Danish Arts Council / Knud Højgaards Fond / City of
Copenhagen: The Culture and Leisure Committee / Bispebjerg Lokaludvalg / Private donors.

Press contact: info@campcph.org, (+45) 72 14 07 66 or (+45) 20 93 50 86 / Address: CAMP,
Thoravej 7, DK-2400 Copenhagen NV, www.campcph.org / Opening hours: Tuesday, Wednesday
& Friday 1–6 pm, Saturday 2–5 pm (free guided tours Saturdays 3–4 pm).
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