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Yang Jiechang, 100 Layers of Ink, 1989-1990, Ink on Xuan paper and gauze, 140 × 190 cm 
 

ARNDT is pleased to present works by leading Chinese artist Yang Jiechang. Entitled 100 Layers of Ink,  the pieces 
dating back to the late eighties and are the result of focused repetition and process. 

 
Since his emigration to Europe in 1988 Yang Jiechang has worked on a series entitled 100 Layers of Ink. The first and 
most outstanding works of this series, a set of four huge ink paintings, were exhibited in the seminal show Les 
magiciens de la terre  in the Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris (1989). In these large monochrome black paintings, 
which are a continuation of his early abstract works, the dualistic principle of Taoism is evoked by the black and shiny 
surface of the ink shapes.  
 
This series is the result of the artist applying ink to the same piece of paper, day after day, until the paper is completely 
saturated. Despite the materials employed sharing association to those used by literati to make traditional paintings, 
Yang reinvents them by entirely removing the artist’s gesture as an index of meaning. By obsessively building layers on 
layers of ink, thus creating a black object that do not display skill, imagery, or personality, Yang subverts the traditional 
technique and aesthetic appearance of traditional Chinese ink and wash painting. This position can be considered as a 
deconstruction of Chinese painting and its tradition into its basic elements: paper, water, and ink. 
 
Taking on a shimmery, luminescent quality, the paper itself shifts from a two-dimensional surface to a three-
dimensional object, merging figure and ground. The simple abstract forms seem to stretch beyond their margins and 
beyond the painting, recalling the process of sublimation of the self in meditation. The multiple layers of ink the artist 
applies to the paper connote time and enliven a black space. A major concept one can perceive throughout Yang's 
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artistic oeuvre is that of the ambivalence of perception and experience. The artist looks for experiences that stimulate 
an insecurity in the viewer. Yang aims to push the perception of his work to extremes, to a point where mind and body, 
where the individual life and the life as natura naturans meet. This understanding of life again is related to Chan-
Buddhism and to Taoist thought. Here individual life and life as a creative force of nature are regarded as an entity, as 
are its material and its spiritual aspects. Similarly, Yang Jiechang’s shiny black abstract works seem to dissolve into or 
emerge from an amorphous, yet spirited cosmos.   
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About the Artist 

Selected solo exhibitions include: "Yang Jiechang–I often do bad things", Deichtorhallen/Phoenixhalle, Hamburg, 
Germany (2014), "Stranger than Paradise" at the La Criée, Centre d’art Contemporain, Rennes, France (2011), 
"Underground Flowers" at the Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle de Rouen, Festival Automne en Normandie, France (2010), 
"No/Shadow Kick" at the Duolum Museum of Modern Art, Shanghai, China (2008), "In God We Trust" at the Stanford 
University Medical School, Stanford, California, USA (2008), "Hei Ji Sheng Xiang" at the Shenzhen Painting Institute, 
China (2005), "Lookchat" at Centre A, Vancouver International Centre for Contemporary Asian Art, Vancouver, Canada 
(2003) and "Der längste Tag" at the Kunstverein Nürtingen, Nürtingen, Germany (2002). 
 
Yang Jiechang also staged in numerous group exhibitions that include: "Advance through Retreat" at the Rockbund Art 
Museum, Shanghai, China (2014), "China's Changing Landscape" at the Nordic Watercolor Museum, Sweden (2014), 
"Zizhiqu/Autonomous Regions" at the Times Museum Guangzhou, China (2013), "From Gesture to Language" at the 
Rockbund Art Museum, Shanghai, China (2013), "Yuandao" at the Hong Kong Museum of Art, Hong Kong (2013), 
"Ink Art, Past as Present in Contemporary China" at the Metropolitan Museum, New York, US (2013), "The World 
Belongs to You" at the Palazzo Grassi, Fondation F. Pinault, Venice, Italy (2011), "Death Matters" at the 
Tropenmuseum, Amsterdam, The Netherlands (2011), "Hareng Saur: Ensor et l’art contemporain" at the MSK and 
S.M.A.K., Ghent, Belgium (2010) and "Thirty years of Contemporary Chinese Art" at the Minsheng Museum, 
Shanghai, China (2010). 
 
Yang Jiechang has participated in various international art fairs that include: Art Basel Hong Kong, Hong Kong (2015), 
Shanghai Biennale, Shanghai, China (2012), Lyon Biennial, Lyon, France (2009), Venice Biennale, Tibetan Pavilion, 
Edicola Notte, Venice, Italy (2008), 3rd Guangzhou Triennial, Guangdong Museum of Art, Guangzhou, China (2008), 
Istanbul Biennial, Istanbul, Turkey (2007), Liverpool Biennial, Liverpool, UK (2006) and in the 5th Shenzheng 
International Ink Painting Biennial, Shenzheng, China (2006). 

About the Gallery 

Established in 1994 as one of the first contemporary art galleries with an international profile in former East Berlin, 
ARNDT expanded its operations to the vibrant art landscapes of Asia – particularly Southeast Asia and the Pacific 
region. In its premises in Singapore, ARNDT presents its international and Asian program with solo exhibitions and 
curated shows of established and emerging artists. 

http://www.arndtfineart.com/

