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CAG presents the first major museum exhibition in Canada devoted to the well-
respected German photographer Jochen Lempert. Trained as a biologist, Lempert 
photographs plants, animals and other natural phenomena with both scientific acumen 
and a poetic appreciation of natural beauty. His approach is scientific as well as 
humorous. Always working in black and white, his work engages with a diverse range of 
subjects and genres, ranging from everyday views to abstracted details.  
 
The diptych Belladonna (2013) pairs a photograph of the plant, otherwise known as 
deadly nightshade, and a squirrel. A central dark sphere — the plant’s berry, the squirrel’s 
eye — links the two photographs formally, and many artists would be content with the 



juxtaposition. But for Lempert, this is also visual proof of an evolutionary concept. The 
plant’s berry gleams to attract the fruit-eating animals that can disperse its seeds; each 
species sees a face in the fruit according to its particular capabilities. This juxtaposition 
asks us to imagine what the squirrel sees; the intermingling of scientific and artistic 
thinking creates a rich set of associations. Lempert’s photographic series depart from 
similarities based on form; his morphological inventions open up different possibilities.  
Be it the patterns created by raindrops splashing on the surface of a body of water or 
pictures of wind and photosynthesis, Lempert engages concepts we understand but can 
only see through indirect measures, testing the camera’s vision against the natural world, 
encouraging us to dwell upon how the natural world beats human perception and 
understanding. A sense of wonder at the world’s mysteries rushes into the gap between 
the artist’s grand intentions and the humble means by which he expresses them. 
 
The exhibition focuses on a range of work produced over the last five years that has 
direct resonance with photographic practice in Vancouver examining the indexical nature 
of photography itself, notions of time and connections to the history of image making, 
mutability, classification and materiality. The subject of interest of Lempert’s work is 
complemented by his exploration of the properties and materiality of the photographic 
image, as revealed in its developing and printing processes. While seemingly 
serendipitous, Lempert nevertheless pursues a very clear goal and aesthetic. His is a very 
careful, subtle world.  
 
The exhibition at CAG is generously supported by Institut für Auslandsbeziehungen e.V. 
and the Consulate General of the Federal Republic of Germany, Vancouver. 
 
Organized by the Contemporary Art Gallery in collaboration with the Cincinnati Art 
Museum. Special thanks go to Brian Sholis, Curator of Photography. 
 
This exhibition is part of Capture Photography Festival. 
 
BIO: 
Jochen Lempert lives and works in Hamburg, Germany. Selected recent solo exhibitions 
include Cincinnati Art Museum (2015–2016); Between Bridges, Berlin, Germany (2015); 
Städtische Galerie Nordhorn, Germany (2014); Hamburger Kunsthalle; Lulu, Mexico City 
(2013); Midway Contemporary Art, Minneapolis; Rochester Art Center, Rochester (2012); 
Museum Ludwig, Cologne; ProjecteSD, Barcelona; Art 3 art contemporain, Valence, 
France; Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis, Saint Louis (2010); Domaine de 
Kerguéhennec Centre d’Art Contemporain, Bignan, France; Culturgest, Lisbon (2009); 
Sprengel Museum Hannover (2008); Kunstverein Ulm (with Jürgen Stollhans), Germany 
(2007); Haus der Photographie, Deichtorhallen, Hamburg (2006); Museum for 
Contemporary Art, Siegen, Germany; amongst many others. His work has been included 
in recent group exhibitions at Fotomuseum Antwerp, Belgium; Fotomuseum Winterthur, 
Switzerland; Travesía Cuatro, Madrid (2015); Fondation D’Enterprise Ricard, Paris; The 



Photographers’ Gallery, London; Galerie nächst St. Stephan Rosemarie Schwarzwälder, 
Vienna (2014); Gallery Marian Goodman, Paris; Lisa Cooley Gallery, New York; Musée 
d’Art Moderne Grand-Duc Jean, Luxembourg (2013); FRAC Bretagne, Rennes, France; 
Heidelberger Kunstverein; Paris Triennial (2012); Kunstmuseum aan zee, Ostende, 
Belgium (2011); Camera Austria, Kunsthaus Graz (2010). Lempert’s work is held in many 
public collections including, Fundació „La Caixa“, Barcelona, Spain; FRAC Bretagne, 
Rennes; Kadist Art Foundation, Paris; Les Abbatoirs – Musée d’art modern et 
contemporain and Frac Midi-Pyrénées, Toulouse; Museum Ludwig Köln; Museum 
Folkwang Essen; Kunstmuseum Bonn, Germany. He was awarded the Edwin-Scharff 
Preis der Stadt Hamburg in 2006 and shortlisted for the Deutsche Börse Photography 
Prize 2014. Lempert is represented by BQ, Berlin and ProjecteSD, Barcelona. 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS:  
 
1. Public Events: Exhibition Opening  
Opening reception: Friday, May 6, 7-9pm 
Press and VIP preview: 6-7pm 
Public opening and celebration of the exhibition. Artist in attendance. 
Opening reception sponsors: Kronenbourg 1664, Backyard Vineyards & Hester Creek. 
 
2. Artist Talk: Jochen Lempert 
Saturday, May 7, 2pm 
Contemporary Art Gallery, 555 Nelson Street 
 
3. SFU Philosopher’s Café: Art Salons with CAG curator Shaun Dacey 
Saturday, May 14, 3pm 
Shaun Dacey will discuss the Jochen Lempert exhibition and Jérôme Havre’s 
photographic installation at the Yaletown-Roundhouse Station, Canada Line. 
 
4. Claudia Beck on Jochen Lempert 
Saturday, June 11, 3pm 
Claudia Beck is an art collector and writer who lives and works in Vancouver. She will 
lead a personal response to the work of Jochen Lempert.  
 
From 1976 to 1982, Claudia Beck and Andrew Gruft ran NOVA Gallery focusing on 
photography by artists including: Henry Fox Talbot, Julia Margaret Cameron, Walker 
Evans, Ian Wallace and N.E. Thing Co. They were the first gallery to exhibit the work of 
Jeff Wall and are considered pioneers among commercial photography galleries. Beck 
and Gruft have since donated a large portion of their photography collection to the 
Vancouver Art Gallery, which was featured in the exhibition Real Pictures in 2005. Beck 
curated the exhibition of work by Christopher Williams at CAG as well as serving as a 
Board member and was also a trustee of the Vancouver Art Gallery. Previously she 
served for four years as Head of the Acquisitions Committee of The Getty Museum Photo 



Council in Los Angeles. 
 
5. Six Free Guided Visits – in English, Mandarin and French  
Nigel Prince : Saturday, May 28, 3pm 
Join CAG Director, Nigel Prince for a guided tour of Jochen Lempert’s exhibition. 
Tommy Ting: Sunday, June 5, 3pm 
Join artist Tommy Ting for a tour of the current exhibition in Mandarin. 
Jocelyn Statia: Sunday, June 12, 3pm 
CAG Visitor Coordinator, Jocelyn Statia leads a tour of the current exhibition. 
Jas Lally: Saturday, June 18, 3pm 
Assistant Curator, Jas Lally offers a guided tour of the current exhibition. 
Mike Boursheid: Saturday, July 9, 3pm 
Join artist Mike Bourscheid for a guided tour in French. 
Maddy Tranter: Sunday, July 10, 3pm 
CAG Visitor Coordinator, Maddy Tranter leads a tour of the current exhibitions. 
 

6. Free Family Days at the CAG 
On the last Saturday of each month, the CAG invites all ages to drop-in for short exhibition tours and 
free art making activities that respond to our current exhibitions. 
 
Saturday, May 28, 12–3pm  
Plant Patterns 
Responding to Jochen Lempert’s photographs of flora and fauna participants will use crayons to 
create rubbings of leaves, feathers and other natural materials to create a collage. Guided, hands-on 
exploration of Beaty Biodiversity Museum fossils and specimens will also be offered. 
 
Saturday, June 25, 12–3pm 
Printed From Nature 
Using printing ink and rollers, create colourful impressions of leaves and other natural materials. 
Guided, hands-on exploration of Beaty Biodiversity Museum fossils and specimens will also be 
offered. 

Presented in collaboration with ArtStarts on Saturdays.  
We acknowledge the generous support of the Hamber Foundation for our Family Day program. 

7. About the Contemporary Art Gallery 
Established in 1971 the Contemporary Art Gallery is the longest standing free public art 
gallery in Vancouver dedicated exclusively to presenting contemporary art. By the early 
1990s the programme expanded providing some of the first institutional exhibitions for 
many important Vancouver artists, including Brian Jungen, Germaine Koh and Steven 
Shearer. The Contemporary Art Gallery is a publicly funded institution, generously 
supported by the Canada Council for the Arts, the City of Vancouver and the Province of 
BC through the BC Arts Council and the BC Gaming Policy and Enforcement Branch. We 
are very grateful for this support and that we receive from the Vancouver Foundation and 
our members, donors and volunteers. 



 
                                                                         - ENDS- 

For high resolution imagery visit the CAG media kit (the link can be found at the top right 
hand corner at contemporaryartgallery.ca) or for images and more information contact:        
Jill Henderson, Marketing and Communications  
T: 604.681.2700 E: j.henderson@contemporaryartgallery.ca  W: 
www.contemporaryartgallery.ca 

Contemporary Art Gallery - 555 Nelson Street, Vancouver, BC V6B 6R5  
Hours: Tues – Sun: 12 – 6 pm. FREE ADMISSION 

mailto:j.henderson@contemporaryartgallery.ca
http://www.contemporaryartgallery.ca/

