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Danspace Project Presents an Extended Run of the Premiere of Juliette Mapp’s 
Luxury Rentals 

 
Thursday, May 12 – Saturday, May 14 at 8pm 

& Thursday, May 19 – Saturday, May 21 at 8pm 
 
 
at Danspace Project, 131 East 10th Street inside St. Mark’s Church-in-the-Bowery 
 
 
New York, NY, April 25, 2016 — Danspace Project presents a six-show run of the premiere of 
Juliette Mapp’s latest dance, Luxury Rentals. Mapp, an award-winning choreographer, 
dancer, and esteemed teacher who has performed in the work of Deborah Hay, John Jasperse, 
and Vicky Shick, among others, curated the second Danspace Project Platform, Back To New 
York City (2010), through which she invited seven multi-generational artists with deep ties to 
New York City to perform new works. Her Bessie-winning Anna, Ikea, and I premiered at 
Danspace Project in 2008. 
 
Luxury Rentals is created from a dancer’s perspective. The work weaves together the 
relationships that are built through—and around—dancing with stories that reflect the effects of 
New York City’s changing landscape, including physical and economic displacement. Dance 
requires space—often more so than any other art form. Space has become harder to find and 
afford to live and dance in. As a result, the challenges that dancers face inside and outside the 
studio have changed. The stories of Luxury Rentals are culled from life outside the studio, and 
the dancing is an expression of what lives inside the studio—in movement and in the stillness of 
watching, listening, reading, and resting. The work celebrates the fleeting luxury of life and 
dance—a luxury that can live and die in a moment.   
 
Though Mapp has created work with generations younger and older, this is her first work with 
peers, dancers Levi Gonzalez, Jimena Paz, and Kayvon Pourazar. “In Luxury Rentals, we are 
embracing who we are at this moment in time,” Mapp explained. 
 



This is dancing as a way to experience life: Dancing is the 
container. Dancing is the experience. This is dancing to navigate, 
to build, to survive. To cope with change, with pain, with great 
challenges. This is dancing to activate the body’s inherent 
intelligence and imaginative possibilities. To navigate the 
complexity of existence through the construction of ideas as they 
come. The tools necessary reveal themselves. This is dancing for 
an understanding of what connects us not only as dancers, but as 
humans. This is dancing that addresses the potential of art—in the 
big picture—both in the practice and in the witnessing.  

 
-Writer Ursula Eagly on Luxury Rentals 

 
 
Luxury Rentals features 
Choreography by Juliette Mapp 
Dancers: Levi Gonzalez, Juliette Mapp, Jimena Paz, Kayvon Pourazar 
Lights: Joe Levasseur 
Set: John Jesurun 
 
 
The creation of Luxury Rentals was made possible, in part, by the Danspace Project 2015-16 Commissioning 
Initiative, with support from The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, and through the Movement Research Artist-in-
Residence Program, funded in part, by the New York State Council on the Arts, the Davis/Dauray Family Fund, the 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, and by public funds from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in 
partnership with the City Council. Juliette Mapp researched, developed and honed Luxury Rentals with financial, 
administrative and residency support from the Dance in Process Program at Gibney Dance with funds provided by 
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. 
 

 
 
Location: Danspace Project is located inside historic St. Mark’s Church in-the-Bowery at 131 
East 10th Street (at 2nd Avenue) in Manhattan’s East Village. 
 
Tickets: $20 General / $15 Danspace Project members. 
 
Tickets are on sale at danspaceproject.org   or (866) 811-4111 (OvationTix/TheaterMania) 
 

 
 
Juliette Mapp is a dancer, teacher and choreographer based in New York City. She has 
presented her work throughout New York City since 2001. She has performed in the work of 
many other choreographers, most notably John Jasperse, Vicky Shick and Deborah Hay. 
Juliette has taught throughout the world and is currently on the faculty of The New School in 
New York City. Juliette was a guest curator at Danspace Project where she curated the "Back to 
New York City" Platform. Juliette received two Bessies, one for dancing (2002) and one for 
choreography (2008). 



 
 

 
About Danspace Project 
Danspace Project presents new work in dance, supports a diverse range of choreographers in 
developing their work, encourages experimentation, and connects artists to audiences. 
Now in its fourth decade, Danspace Project has supported a vital community of contemporary 
dance artists in an environment unlike any other in the United States. Located in the historic St. 
Mark’s Church in-the-Bowery, Danspace shares its facility with the Church, The Poetry Project, 
and New York Theatre Ballet. Danspace Project’s Commissioning Initiative has commissioned 
over 480 new works since its inception in 1994. 
 
Danspace Project’s Choreographic Center Without Walls (CW²) provides context for audiences 
and increased support for artists. Our public programs (including Danspace Presents, Platforms, 
Food for Thought, DraftWork), Commissioning Initiative, residencies, guest artist curators, and 
contextualizing activities and materials are core components of CW² offering a responsive 
framework for artists’ works. Since 2010, we have produced ten Platforms, published ten print 
catalogues and five e-books, launched the Conversations Without Walls discussion series, and 
explored models for public discourse and residencies. 
 
Web: www.danspaceproject.org | Facebook: @DanspaceProject | Instagram: 
@DanspaceProject | Twitter: @danspaceproject  


