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Chuck Close, Georgia/Fingerpainting, 1986  
White oil-based ink and acrylic on canvas, 48 1/4 x 38 1/8 inches. Private collection. 

 
NEW YORK – An exhibition of Chuck Close’s early paintings and drawings will be on view at 
Craig F. Starr Gallery from April 1 through May 27, 2016. This exhibition will be the artist’s 
second with the gallery. Chuck Close: Fingerprint Paintings and Drawings, 1978-86 brings 
together 11 works on loan from the artist and private collections, and marks the first exhibition to 
focus exclusively on this series of portraits made between 1978 and 1986.  
 
In the early 1970s Close developed a signature style of portraiture by building up a single type of 
mark – a dot, dash, or scribble – to various degrees within a grid. In 1978 he started to employ a 
new type of mark, dispensing with the artist’s “brush”, he used his direct fingerprint as the 
work’s constituent element. By applying different amounts of pressure to the surface, Close 
created his subjects’ faces out of subtle tonal relationships.  
 
Close initially confined his fingerprints to the grid, each in its own box, but after growing 
disenchanted with the limitations of this strict format, he began to experiment outside the lines, 
without the grid, organizing his fingerprints more freely and organically, while still making 
remarkably realistic portraits. With this new form of draftsmanship, Close achieved an incredible 
degree of virtuosity providing a heightened sense of dynamism to his subjects. Working from 
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matter-of-fact Polaroids, many shot by Close himself, these works are more precisely portraits of 
photographs of his sitters – Close faithfully reproduces the photographs’ inherent distortions, 
such as blurring caused by the camera’s depth of field and the loss of focus at the images’ edges. 
Perception and identity are called into question, and paradoxically, it is Close’s fingerprint, his 
subjective indexical mark, irrefutable as a sign of his own personal identity, that becomes 
cancelled out in its repetition and superimposition into another person’s reproduced portrait.  
 
With these extraordinary works, Close conflates two common identification techniques, the ID 
photo and the fingerprint, and beautifully joins together two seemingly different ways of sensing 
– seeing and touching. 
 
The show is accompanied by a fully-illustrated catalogue with an interview with Martin 
Friedman, former director of the Walker Art Center (1961 to 1990). His book, Close Readings: 
Chuck Close and the Artist Portrait, was published by Harry N. Abrams, Incorporated, New 
York in 2005. 

 
About Chuck Close 
Chuck Close (b. 1940, Monroe, WA) studied at the University of Washington (BA, 1962) and at 
the Yale University School of Art and Architecture (BFA, 1963; MFA, 1964), receiving honary 
degrees from both of his alma maters as well as numerous other institutions. Close is a member 
of the American Academy of Arts and Letters and has served on the board of many arts 
organizations. In 2010, President Barack Obama appointed Close to The President’s Committee 
on the Arts and the Humanities. His works can be found in prominent private collections and 
numerous public collections worldwide, including The Museum of Modern Art, New York; The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York; Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York; The 
Art Institute of Chicago, Illinois; The National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C.; Musée national 
d’art moderne, Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris; Ludwig-Forun, für Internationale Kunst, 
Aachen, Germany; Tate Gallery, London; and National Gallery of Australia, Canberra. 

Close has been the subject of more than two hundred solo exhibitions in more than twenty 
countries, including major exhibitions at the Walker Art Center, Minneapolis (1980, 2005); The 
Museum of Modern Art, New York (1993, 1998); The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York 
(2004); and Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofia, Madrid (2007). His solo exhibition 
Chuck Close Photographs opened at The Parrish Art Museum in Water Mill, New York (2015); 
traveled to University Museum of Contemporary Art, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, 
(2015); and is on view at the Nova Southeastern University Museum of Art Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida, March 30–August 28, 2016. 

 
About Craig F. Starr Gallery  
Craig F. Starr Gallery is located at 5 East 73rd Street between Fifth and Madison Avenues. 
Gallery hours are Monday through Saturday, 11:00am to 5:30pm, and by appointment. For 
general information please view the gallery’s website at www.craigstarr.com. 


