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Red Hook Labs and Nataal are pleased to announce a group 

show featuring six contemporary photographers from 

Africa and its diaspora. The works of the selected artists, 

both emerging and internationally recognised, express 

the diversity of narratives informing the continent’s rich 

visual language today. The exhibition explores multiple 

themes that challenge accepted notions of belonging and 

identity; the everyday and the fantastical; the past and the 

future; the public and the private.

A debut curatorial collaboration between Red Hook Labs 

and global media platform Nataal, the show encompasses 

documentary, fashion and portrait photography. Through 

the lens of these rising talents, we hope to tell universal 

and inspiring stories that traverse 21st century Africa and 

beyond.
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Opening reception  ––  May 7, 2016, 6pm-10pm

Music: DJ MOMA of Everyday People

Host: Saada of Everyday People

On View  ––  May 7-15, 2016

Artists’ Talk  ––  May 7, 2016, 3-4pm

About Nataal

Nataal is a new global media brand celebrating contemporary African fashion, music, arts and society. Its 
exclusive editorials profile the brightest designers, storytellers, tastemakers and cultural revolutionaries, both 
on and off the continent. From in depth interviews with artists and examinations of the current opportunities 
facing business to unique visual essays, fashion shoots and virtual gallery, Nataal hails innovation in all its 
guises. The Nataal team, co-founded by Alassane Sy, Sara Hemming and Helen Jennings, share a passion 
for communicating Africa’s successes and have created the platform as a space for exploration and debate. 

nataal.com



Nataal: New African Photography

About the Artists

Atong Atem is a South Sudanese artist and writer living in Melbourne. Her work 

explores postcolonial practices in the diaspora, the relationship between public and 

private spaces and the politics of looking. She studied painting at Sydney College of 

the Arts in 2012 before furthering her studies at RMIT. Her work has been featured in 

i-D and Okayafrica and was recently exhibited at The Brisbane Powerhouse Museum, 

where she won the inaugural MELT Portrait Prize.

Delphine Diaw Diallo graduated from Académie Charpentier School of Visual Art, Paris 

and currently lives in New York. The French Senegalese artist takes a mixed medium 

approach to photography thereby juxtaposing tradition with modernity. In 2012, the 

Smithsonian named her among Photography’s Emerging Stars. Her clients and press 

include the New York Times, The New Yorker, Esquire, Nike, Converse, Anomaly and 

WAD magazine. In 2015 she participated in the Cardiff Photo Biennale and Photoquai 

Paris and she has previously exhibited at The Studio Museum in Harlem, Museum of Art 

& Design, MoCADA NYC, Goethe-Institut Dakar & Mariane Ibrahim Abdi Gallery Seattle.

Lakin Ogunbanwo creates enigmatic images with an erotic and subversive undertone 

that bridge both fashion photography and classical portraiture. Born in Lagos, he studied 

Law in Nigeria and the UK before moving into photography in 2012. His has featured 

in the New York Times, i-D, GQ, Arise, Riposte and Nataal and been recognised by 

the British Journal of Photography as one of 25 Ones to Watch. Recent exhibitions 

include LagosPhoto, Art 14 London and Rooke & van Wyk Gallery Johannesburg. He is 

represented by What If The World Cape Town.

Kristin-Lee Moolman is a photographic artist and filmmaker working in Johannesburg. 

Her work explores the idea of creating a fictional mythology or place based on the 

synthesis of political, personal and visual stimuli experienced while living in South 

Africa at this particular time. Her clients and collaborations have included Ib Kamara, 

Dazed, i-D, L’Officiel Hommes, Edun, King Kong, Rich Mnisi, Baloji and Nataal.
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About the Artists

About Red Hook Labs

Red Hook Labs is a Public Benefit Corporation dedicated to establishing creative communities and self-

sustaining businesses in developing areas. Through its unique relationship with creative industries and 

commitment to education, events and programming, it’s able to connect education and continuing skills 

training to mentorship, internships and job placement. Red Hook Labs is comprised of four individual Labs: 

the Studio, Production, Gallery and School. Each combine to make for a truly diverse and dynamic space 

where the most talented emerging artists, alongside the most acclaimed, go to work, create, exhibit, teach, 

mentor, learn, collaborate, celebrate, employ and be employed.

 

For press inquires or further information, please contact sabrina@redhooklabs.com or helen@nataal.com

Namsa Leuba is interested in the representation of African identity through the Western 

imagination, informed by her own heritage (Guinean/Swiss). She obtained a Masters 

from the University of Art and Design Lausanne. Her work has featured in i-D, Numéro, 

Kaleidoscope, Interview, Vice, New York Magazine, Wallpaper, Libération and Nataal. 

Recent exhibitions include Daegu Photo Biennale South Korea, Photoquai Paris and 

Making Africa at the Guggenheim Bilbao. She was awarded the PhotoGlobal Prize at 

the 2012 Fashion and Photography Festival Hyères and the 2013 Magenta Foundation 

Emerging Photographers Award. She is represented by Art Twenty One, Lagos.

Owise Abuzaid is an applied arts graduate working in Cairo. In 2015 the young 

photographer and filmmaker ’s Yellow Shirt series won two prizes at the Youth Salon, the 

Egyptian Ministry of Culture’s annual national arts competition, and was also exhibited 

at LagosPhoto. In 2016 he has been selected for the New York Times Portfolio Review. 

His work centres on an abstract approach to both form and content.
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