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MEDIA ALERT 

WAREHOUSE421 PRESENTS SECOND EDITION OF 

“WEDNESDAYS AT THE WAREHOUSE”  

INSPIRED BY THE EXHIBITION DEPARTURE, THE PROGRAM PRESENTS ART 

ACTIVITIES FROM MAY - JULY 

8 MAY 2016: Following a successful first edition of ‘Wednesdays at the Warehouse’, the second installment which will 
run from May to July presents a curated program of performances, talks and workshops that complements the new 
exhibition Departure, by Spanish sculptor Xavier Mascaró, which opened on 4 May at Warehouse421.   

Abu Dhabi’s cultural community were introduced to a monthly program from January to April, that invited the public to 
participate in a diverse selection of family oriented arts activities including workshops, film screenings and panel 
discussions every other Wednesday.  
 
The second edition of the program will run for three months and offers the audience a range of activities inspired by 
Mascaró’s exhibition, Departure which touches on concepts of Abu Dhabi’s traditional relationship as a historical port-
city. In addition to the works on display which include 27 boat installations, the exhibition take visitors on a behind-the-
scenes journey into Mascaró’s studio, where a selection of his drawings, sketches and models showcase his process 
of creation. 
 
“‘Wednesdays at the Warehouse’ continues to support emerging artists and cultural practitioners here in the UAE 
through programs that enrich the artistic scene in the Emirate,” says Faisal Al Hassan, Public Programs Manager. 
“Through this second edition of the program, we aim to strengthen community involvement through contemporary 
discussions, live poetry readings and family workshops.” 

‘Wednesdays at the Warehouse’, collaborates again with the Salama bint Hamdan Al Nahyan Emerging Artists 
Fellowship (SEAF) who will lead four workshops, and for the first time, Rooftop Rhythms, the Middle East’s longest-
running poetry open mic and live performance collective, who will present two performances.  

All activities are located at Warehouse421 in the Mina Zayed district and are free to attend. Online registration is 
required. For more details on ‘Wednesdays at the Warehouse’ and the exhibitions held at Warehouse421, please visit 
the website and social media platforms.  

www.warehouse421.ae | @Warehouse421 

                                                                                      End 

For Press Inquiries: 
Tarané Ali Khan  
Tarane.AliKhan@theportsmouthgroup.com  
+9714 433 2676 

Ibrahim Asran 
Ibrahim.Asran@theportsmouthgroup.com 
+9714 369 3567  

 

About Warehouse421 

Warehouse421 is a new venue for arts and culture located in the historic Mina Zayed district of Abu Dhabi that has been converted from two of the 
port’s former industrial warehouses. The mission of Warehouse421 is to celebrate art and culture, design and creativity, performance and music, from 
artists and designers based here in the UAE and from around the world, and to let people experience these disciplines in a unique and original space. 
The conversion of Warehouse421 has been overseen by the Salama bint Hamdan Al Nahyan Foundation as part of its mission to support the growth 
of the arts and cultural sector of the UAE.   

About the Salama bint Hamdan Al Nahyan Foundation 

The mission of the Salama bint Hamdan Al Nahyan Foundation is investing in the future of the United Arab Emirates by investing in its people. To 
that end, the Foundation develops and supports strategic initiatives in the areas of arts, culture & heritage; education; and health. The Foundation 
also organizes a speaker series; Muntada. In addition, the Foundation supports initiatives outside of these areas to explore new areas of possible 
interest and future development. 

About The Salama bint Hamdan Emerging Artists Fellowship (SEAF)  

The Salama bint Hamdan Emerging Artists Fellowship (SEAF) is a yearlong program conducted in partnership with the Rhode Island School of Design 
(RISD). Each year, this fellowship identifies up to 12 promising artists in the UAE from the various visual arts disciplines and provides them with 
unparalleled opportunities to grow as artists, to help build the next generation of artists as strong practitioners. In collaboration with RISD, SEAF 
provides an innovative curriculum, which includes a suite of academic courses, technical workshops, peer critique and a trip to the United States. 

http://www.warehouse421.ae/
http://www.shf.ae/en/what-we-do/arts-culture-heritage/emerging-artists-fellowship/
http://www.warehouse421.ae/
mailto:Tarane.AliKhan@theportsmouthgroup.com
mailto:Ibrahim.Asran@theportsmouthgroup.com
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About Rooftop Rhythms  

Rooftop Rhythms is the Middle East’s longest-running poetry open mic and largest performance collective that hosts English and Arabic shows 
throughout the UAE. Rooftop Rhythms offers lectures, workshops, poetry, live music and other performance arts, through collaborative projects that 
focus on themes of heritage, inclusion, diversity, and motivation. It also highlights the benefits of positive self-expression, by tapping in to the UAE’s 
historic roots in poetry, spoken word and live music.  

 
Wednesdays at the Warehouse, Program from May – July 2016 

MAY 

Date Event                              Description Contributors 

 
 

 
4 Wed 

 
 

18:00 – 18:45 
Talk | Conversation with 

the Artist Xavier 
Mascaró 
 

As part of the program that surrounds Xavier 
Mascaró’s exhibition Departure, this conversation 
with the artist highlights the artworks on show at 
Warehouse421. It also explores his processes and 
techniques, and discusses the global context of the 
work, as well as its relation to Abu Dhabi. 

Talk moderated by: Mahnaz Fancy, 
Editor, Canvas  
 

 
 
 
18 Wed 

 

18:00-19:30 
Performance |  

Parting Words -  
A Poetic Dedication to 
the Departure Exhibition 
 

Visitors can delve in to the UAE's rich maritime history 
of diving, pearling and trade with some of the 
country's most prominent contemporary poets, as 
they perform English and Arabic pieces that cover 
notions of departure, exploration, and more.  *In 
collaboration with Rooftop Rhythms 

 

JUNE 
Date Event                              Description Contributors 

 
 
 

1 Wed 

 

17:00 – 19:00 
Workshop | Sand 

Formations,  
Material Casting 
 

Observing the behavior of materials found in the 
UAE’s natural environment and how their 
transformative qualities can be adapted into new 
forms, participants can engage in one of the mold-
making and casting processes, which is turning 
grains of sand into 3-dimensional surfaces. * In 
collaboration with SEAF 

Workshop led by: Talin Hazbar, 
Designer & Alumni, The Salama 
bint Hamdan Emerging Artists 
Fellowship (SEAF) 
Age Group: Adults 
Prior registration is required 

 
 
15 Wed 

20:30 – 22:00 
Performance | The 

Journey of the Pearl - 
Reinterpreting Pearling 
Stories 

Visitors can relive the life of an Emirati pearling family 
that dealt with the consequences of departure, travel 
and returning home, through a compelling theatrical 
and storytelling production. *In collaboration with 
Rooftop Rhythms 

 

 
 
 
 
29 Wed 

16:00-18:00 
WORKSHOP | Boat 

Building, Model Making 
 

This workshop revolves around building a skeletal 
form of a boat, by using materials that imitate Xavier 
Mascaró’s materials, to guide and not limit children, 
to create their own structure. The workshop starts 
with an introduction, and then moves to sketching 
ideas and choosing the material to work with, to form 
the structure of the boat and build on it, in order to 
achieve a standing finished piece. * In collaboration 
with SEAF 

Workshop led by: Ahmed 
Mohamed, Artist & Fellow, The 
Salama bint Hamdan Emerging 
Artists Fellowship (SEAF). 
Age Group: Families (suitable for 
children 7 years and above), Prior 
registration is required 

JULY 

Date Event                              Description Contributors 

 
 
 
13 Wed 

 

17:30 – 19:00 
Workshop | Positive 

and Negative, Relief 
Printing 
 

Using the sketches and drawings exhibited in 
Departure at Warehouse421 as a starting point, 
participants can extract elements from the sketches, 
and create reduced black and white drawings and 
textures. The drawings are then transferred on a 
linoleum sheet, to be carved out and inked, creating 
multiple raised prints on different surfaces. *In 
collaboration with SEAF 

Workshop led by: Salama Nasib, 
Artist & Alumni, The Salama bint 
Hamdan Emerging Artists 
Fellowship (SEAF) 
Age Group: Adults 
Prior registration is required 

 
 
 
27 Wed 

 

17:00 – 19:00  
Workshop | 

Reinterpreted Objects, 
Mold-making and 
Casting 
 

Taking inspiration from Xavier Mascaró’s installations 
exhibited in Departure at Warehouse421, participants 
can experiment with found objects to create molds 
and use casting techniques, resulting in organic 
looking and unexpected small-scale sculptural 
pieces. *In collaboration with SEAF 

Workshop led by: Kyle Hittmeier, 
Artist & Studio Manager, The 
Salama bint Hamdan Emerging 
Artists Fellowship (SEAF) 
Age Group: Families (suitable for 
children 10 years and above) 
Prior registration is required 

 

 


