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ARTISTS’ FILM BIENNIAL 2016 

FULL PROGRAMME DETAILS 

25–29 MAY 2016 

Biennial launch: Wednesday 25 May, ICA Bar, 8-10pm. Free and open to all 
 

 
Ellen Cantor, Evokation of my Demon Sister, 2002, SD video, colour, sound, 4 min 38 sec  

 

The ICA is delighted to announce full programme details of the Artists’ Film Biennial, a five-day 

celebration of artists’ film and moving image, which will take place from 25–29 May 2016. The Biennial, 

now in its second edition, will feature the work of 100 international artists over five days and brings 

together UK-based organisations dedicated to moving image. Themes of social and political identity 

permeate the content and subjects explored by the Biennial participants. These themes underpin moving 

image’s relevance in 2016 and emphasise its role as a discursive tool, pushing discussions beyond the 

walls of the auditorium and into the everyday.  

 

The Biennial programme will also provide a platform for emerging practitioners with two screenings 

resulting from international open calls for recent graduates, attracting over 300 submissions, and a STOP 

PLAY RECORD Young Filmmakers workshop with artist Margaret Salmon. The Artists’ Film Biennial 

reinforces the ICA as a leading organisation for artists’ film, offering audiences the opportunity to see 

some of the best new film and rarely seen works in one place and to engage directly with artists, curators 

and industry practitioners from all over the world.  

 

 



The programme will include:  

 

 Ambitious profile screenings of works by artists Ellen Cantor and Lars Laumann  

 STOP PLAY RECORD Young Filmmakers workshop with artist Margaret Salmon 

 Artists’ Film Biennial International Curatorial Open Call, programmed by London based curator Tim 

Steer 

 A group screening “Outside” featuring work made in the last two years selected from an Artist-

Filmmaker Open Call 

 Programmes selected by artists Ahmet Öğüt, Charlotte Prodger, Martine Syms and  Ming Wong  

 Programmes selected by international curators Saim Demircan, Hanne Mugaas and collective 

Radclyffe Hall  

 Events exploring the relationship between the artist, production, distribution, collection, and 

exhibition of artists moving image 

 

The Artists’ Film Biennial extends the ICA’s Artists’ Film Club, a regular monthly programme of artists’ 

film, which profiles and debates the best international artists’ moving image. Established in 2007, the 

Artists’ Film Club supports emerging and established artist filmmakers in London, and at partner venues 

across the UK via the ICA’s Artists’ Moving Image Network. As the only Biennial of its kind in the UK, the 

ICA has invited key UK institutions, venues and moving image practitioners to participate in the 

programme, providing a platform where these respective fields can come together and this emerging 

network is strengthened. The Biennial aims to foster dialogues between artists and audiences, offering 

the opportunity to discuss and debate recent moving image practice face to face with industry 

practitioners. 

 

Two screenings will result from international open calls aimed at practitioners from all disciplines who 

have graduated within the past five years. Always Already Yes was selected from the Artists’ Film 

Biennial International Curatorial Open Call, programmed by London based curator Tim Steer. His 

programme was selected for its intelligence and ambition. The group screening “Outside” will feature 

work made in the last two years was selected from an international Emerging Filmmaker Open Call, which 

attracted over 300 films entries from across the globe. The selected artist filmmakers for the Emerging 

Artists’ Filmmaker Open Call “Outside” are Graeme Arnfield, Amir Ghazi-Noory, Jenny Gordon, 

Samantha Harvey, Patrick Rowan, Lawrence Lek, Laura O'Neill and Benjamin Orlow. 

 

Steven Cairns, ICA Associate Curator of Artists’ Film and Moving Image, commented:  

Although the main programmes of the Biennial take place in the ICA cinema, “Outside” looks toward the 

frontiers beyond the black cube. Quite literally capturing the outside in some cases, the films in the 

programme also point toward more abstract interpretations of the theme; psychological space, outer 

space and the anxieties of the contemporary condition.   

 

The Biennial, will also include a workshop for emerging filmmakers in our ongoing series STOP PLAY 

RECORD events – giving opportunities for creative young people and film-makers aged 16-24 living in 

London. This discussion event features a presentation from artist filmmaker Margaret Salmon on her 

work and approaches when shooting on 16mm and 35mm film. Reflecting on the artistic, as well as 

practical aspects of working with and shooting on film, Salmon will share here experience and expertise. 

The presentation will be accompanied by the screening of some of her work and a discussion with the 

opportunity to pose questions to the filmmaker. 

 



At the centre of the programme are the profile screenings, presenting comprehensive bodies of work by 

American artist Ellen Cantor (b.1961-2013) programmed by Fatima Hellberg and Norwegian artist Lars 

Laumann (b.1975) programmed by Steven Cairns.  

 

Artists Ahmet Öğüt, Charlotte Prodger, Martine Syms and Ming Wong will present thematic 

programmes of work as part of the artist-selected screenings. Each artist will select a number of works 

that are important to them, not necessarily their own, offering their personal perspectives and bringing 

together the work of over 30 artists in thematic programmes exploring identity, geography and the body, 

among many others. 

 

Curator-selected screenings will be chosen by: Saim Demircan, curator and writer based in Berlin; Hanne 

Mugaas, director and curator of Kunsthall Stavanger in Norway; and collective Radclyffe Hall, a group of 

artists and writers with no fixed membership or base, committed to exploring culture, aesthetics and 

learning through the lens of contemporary feminism. 

 

- Ends - 

 

For more information please contact:  

Hannah Gompertz | SUTTON | hannah@suttonpr.com | +44 (0)20 7183 3577 

 

Listings information:  

Artists’ Film Biennial 2016 

25–29 May 2016 

Institute of Contemporary Arts, The Mall, London, SW1Y 5AH 

Book online ica.org.uk | Call Box Office +44 (0)20 7930 3647 | Textphone +44 (0)20 7839 0737 

Twitter: @icalondon | #AFB16 

 

Notes to Editors 

 

Artists’ Film Biennial 2016 Programme 

PLEASE SEE FULL PROGRAMME DETAILS HERE 

 

Preview links to the selected films featured in “Outside” Emerging Filmmaker Open Call available on 

request 

 

ARTIST PROFILE SCREENINGS: 

Ellen Cantor (b.1961 – d.2013, lived and worked in London and New York) 

Solo exhibitions include: Ellen Cantor, Künstlerhaus Stuttgart (2016); Cinderella Syndrome, CCA Wattis, 

San Francisco (2015); Within a Budding Grove Participant Inc., New York (2008); Bambi’s Beastly 

Buddies Sketch, London (2005); Transmission Gallery, Glasgow (2000); My Perversion is the Belief in True 

Love Kunsthalle Wien, Vienna (1999); Video 1995–1998, Kunstverein Salzburg (1999); and Remember the 

14 Days and Nights Vorarlberger Kunstverein, Bregenz (1997). The Ellen Cantor Profile is presented by 

Fatima Hellberg, who co-curated, with Jamie Stevens, the exhibition Cinderella Syndrome (2015) at The 

Wattis Institute, San Francisco and Ellen Cantor (2016) at Künstlerhaus Stuttgart. Hellberg is Artistic 

Director of Künstlerhaus Stuttgart. The screening will be followed by a conversation with artist and writer 

John Cussans. 

 

 

 

https://www.ica.org.uk/whats-on/seasons/artists-film-biennial-2016


Lars Laumann (b. 1975, Brønnøysund, Norway, lives and works in Oslo) 

Lars Laumann (Lives and works in Brønøysund, Norway). Recent solo exhibitions include Lars Laumann, 

VI, VII, Oslo (2016); Kompendium, Kunstnernes Hus, Oslo (2015); and Season of Migration to The North, 

Malmø Kunstmuseum (2016).  He has also exhibited at The Berlin Biennial, The Liverpool Biennial and The 

Nordic Biennial Momentum in Moss. 

 

ARTIST SELECTED SCREENINGS: 

Ahmet Öğüt (b.1981, Diyarbakır, Turkey, lives and works in Amsterdam and Berlin) 

Öğüt, born in 1981 in Diyarbakır, Turkey, is a sociocultural initiator, artist, and lecturer who lives and 

works in Berlin and Amsterdam. He is the initiator of the Initiator of The Silent University, which is an 

autonomous knowledge exchange platform by refugees, asylum seekers. Working across a variety of 

media, Öğüt's institutional solo exhibitions include Forward!, Van Abbemuseum, Eindhoven (2015); 

Happy Together: Collaborators Collaborating, Chisenhale Gallery, London (2015); Apparatuses of 

Subversion, Horst-Janssen-Museum, Oldenburg (2014); Künstlerhaus Stuttgart (2012); SALT Beyoglu, 

Istanbul (2011); The MATRIX Program at the UC Berkeley Art Museum (2010); and Kunsthalle Basel 

(2008). He has also participated in numerous group exhibitions, including the British Art Show 8 (2015-

2017); the 13th Biennale de Lyon (2015); Performa 13, the Fifth Biennial of Visual Art Performance, New 

York (2013); the 7th Liverpool Biennial (2012); the 12th Istanbul Biennial (2011); the New Museum 

Triennial, New York (2009); and the 5th Berlin Biennial for Contemporary Art (2008).  Öğüt was awarded 

the Visible Award for the Silent University (2013); the special prize of the Future Generation Art Prize, 

Pinchuk Art Centre, Ukraine (2012); the De Volkskrant Beeldende Kunst Prijs 2011, Netherlands; and the 

Kunstpreis Europas Zukunft, Museum of Contemporary Art, Germany (2010). He co-represented Turkey 

at the 53rd Venice Biennale (2009). 

 

Charlotte Prodger (b. 1974, lives and works in Glasgow) 

Recent solo exhibitions include “Stoneymollan Trail: Charlotte Prodger” Temple Bar Gallery, Dublin 

(2015); and “8004-8019” Spike Island, Bristol (2014). Recent group shows include “TBT” Sies + Höke 

Galerie, Düsseldorf (2015); “Windows Hung With Shutters” (curated by Anna Goetz), RaebervonStenglin, 

Zurich (2015) “The Ultimate Vessel” Koppe Astner, Glasgow; and “British Art Show 8” various venues: 

Leeds, Edinburgh, Norwich, Southampton (2015-16). Forthcoming solo shows include “TBT” Kunstverein 

für die Rheinlande und Westfalen, Düsseldorf (2016); “TBT” Hollybush Gardens, London (2016) and “TBT” 

Tramway, Glasgow (2018). 

 

Martine Syms (b. 1988, lives and works in Los Angeles) 

Recent presentations include: the New Museum, New York; The Studio Museum, Harlem; Museum of 

Contemporary Art, Los Angeles; MCA, Chicago; Green Gallery, Milwaukee; Gene Siskel Film Center, 

Chicago; and White Flag Projects, Chicago. She has lectured at Yale University, SXSW, California Institute 

of the Arts, University of Chicago, The Broad, Johns Hopkins University, and MoMA PS1, among other 

venues. Syms is the founder of Dominica, a publishing imprint dedicated to exploring blackness in visual 

culture. From 2007–11, Syms directed Golden Age, a project space focused on printed matter. Martine 

Syms’ solo exhibition at the ICA, entitled Fact & Trouble, will run from 19 April – 20 June 2016. 

 

Ming Wong (b. 1971 in Singapore, lives and works in Berlin)  

Wong works with performance, video and installation to explore cinematic histories and the politics of 

gender and representation. Recent solo exhibitions include “Next Year / L’Année Prochaine” Ullens 

Center of Contemporary Art, Beijing (2015); “Ming Wong: Angst Essen” Kunstraum Lakeside, Klagenfurt 

(2014); and “Me in Me” Shiseido Gallery, Tokyo (2013). Recent group shows include the 20th Biennale of 

Sydney (2016); “Passion. Fan Behaviour and Art” Kunsthaus Nürnberg and Künstlerhaus Bethanien, Berlin 

(both 2015); and “Fassbinder – NOW” Martin-Gropius-Bau, Berlin (2015). 



 

CURATOR SELECTED SCREEENINGS: 

Saim Demircan 

Saim Demircan is a curator and writer based in Berlin. Between 2012 and 2015 he was a curator at 

Kunstverein München in Munich, Germany. Previously he curated a two-year programme of Offsite 

Projects, as well as an exhibition of works by German artist Kai Althoff, at Focal Point Gallery in Southend-

on-Sea, UK. He is a regular contributor to frieze d/e and Art Monthly, and from April will be the first 

Curator-in-residence at the Academy of Fine Arts in Munich. 

 

Hanne Mugaas 

Mugaas is the director and curator of Kunsthall Stavanger in Norway, where she has organized exhibitions 

by artists Judith Bernstein, Nicolas Party, Torbjørn Rødland, and Lina Viste Grønli. This year she will 

present projects with Sascha Braunig, Mark Van Yetter, Morten Norbye Halvorsen, and Jessica Warboys. 

Mugaas was a founder, with Fabienne Stephan, of the project space Art Since the Summer of ’69 in New 

York, and has worked as a Curatorial Associate at the Guggenheim Museum in New York. She is a regular 

contributor to Kaleidoscope Magazine. 

 

Radclyffe Hall 

Radclyffe Hall is a concomitant group of artists and writers dedicated to exploring culture, aesthetics and 

learning through the lens of contemporary feminism. With no fixed membership or base, it was first 

described in the Fall/Winter of 2015, though it has anonymously participated in a number of public 

presentations prior to this date, in art institutions in Tallinn, Glasgow, New York, and London. A series of 

exhibitions and events will take place in Fall 2016 at Newark, Glasgow.  

 

OPEN CALLS: 

Curatorial Screening Programme / Emerging Artist Filmmaker 

Both open calls were open to those who have graduated from a graduate or post-graduate education in 

the past 5 years and applications were welcome from practitioners of all disciplines. Always Already Yes 

was selected from the Artists’ Film Biennial International Curatorial Open Call, programmed by London 

based curator Tim Steer. The group screening “Outside” featuring work made in the last two years was 

selected from the Artists’ Film Biennial International Emerging Artist Filmmaker Open Call. The selected 

artist filmmakers are Graeme Arnfield, Amir Ghazi-Noory, Jenny Gordon, Samantha Harvey, Patrick 

Rowan, Lawrence Lek, Laura O'Neill, and Benjamin Orlow. 

 

EVENTS PROGRAMME PARTICIPANTS: 

Film and Video Umbrella commissions, curates, produces and presents artists’ moving-image works that 

are staged in collaboration with galleries and other cultural partners across the UK. Since the late 1980s, 

organisation has commissioned and produced nearly 200 different artists’ projects, ranging from 

ambitious multi-screen installations to shorter film and video pieces, as well as numerous online 

commissions. 

 

The Film London Artists' Moving Image Network (FLAMIN) supports London-based artists working in 

moving image - whether film, video, digital or new technologies and for installation, animation, cinema, 

gallery exhibition, the public realm or broadcast. The Network helps artists engage with and benefit from 

the wide range of services, resources and opportunities that the capital has to offer. 

 

'Page and Screen' is an initiative from frieze video, supported by Arts Council England, exploring the 

relationship between art writing and the moving image. It offers emerging art critics a first chance to 

write for the screen. Since launching in 2012 frieze video, led by the frieze magazine team, has produced 



over 40 videos showcasing the best in art and exhibitions from around the globe, often tied too published 

features. The magazine was founded in 1991 and is now the leading magazine of contemporary art and 

culture, coming out eight times a year with a range of essays, reviews and columns from the most 

forward-thinking writers, artists and curators. All frieze videos, including those in the series 'Page and 

Screen', are freely available to watch on the frieze website, Vimeo and YouTube channels.' 

 

HOME Artist Film was set up as Cornerhouse Artist Film in 2011 by Sarah Perks to investigate new 

methods of production, distribution and exhibition. Specifically designed for artist long form and feature 

film, this project is designed to exploit our unique bridge between visual art networks, artists and 

independent film exhibition. Our ground-breaking work in the production, presentation and distribution 

of artist-led features marks the next chapter in our long-standing support of experimental film and video 

since Cornerhouse opened in 1985. HOME, Manchester's brand new, purpose built international cross art 

form centre opened in May 2015. Homemcr.org   

 

LUX is an international arts agency for the support and promotion of artists’ moving image practice and 

the ideas that surround it. LUX exists to provide access to, and develop audiences for, artists' moving 

image work; to provide professional development support for artists working with the moving image; and 

to contribute to and develop discourse around practice. 

 

Soda Film + Art is a London-based international agency for artist film production, distribution and sales, 

with associated publishing and online businesses. Established in 2012 by curator Elena Hill and film 

experts Eve Gabereau and Edward Fletcher to operate in a new nexus of film and art activity, Soda Film + 

Art is a response to the ever growing number of visual artists creating moving image work and taking 

their ideas into the feature film world.  

 

About the ICA’s Artist Moving Image Network 

Existing network partners include: MK Gallery, Milton Keynes; Tramway, Glasgow; Spike Island, Bristol; 

Peninsula Arts, Plymouth; Exeter Phoenix, Exeter; mima, Middlesbrough; Grundy Art Gallery, Blackpool; 

HOME, Manchester. ica.org.uk/amin 

 

About the ICA  

Founded in 1946, the ICA seeks to embrace the urgency surrounding contemporary art and culture. 

Continually looking forward, the ICA lays claim to extraordinary legacy, being home to the Independent 

Group, as well as playing a pivotal role in the development of Pop Art, Op Art and Brutalist Architecture. 

It charted the course of Punk, Performance, Independent Cinema and Young British Art, while showcasing 

numerous international artists, from Yoko Ono to Gerhard Richter. The ICA has always supported 

interdisciplinary practice, encouraging artists to experiment and explore unresolved ideas. Comprising 

film screenings, exhibitions, talks and events, the ICA Programme can be experienced at our base on The 

Mall, via our website and social media, or as 'Off-Site' projects at alternative venues, nationally and 

internationally. The ICA has a longstanding fascination with the evolution of Pop culture in our mass 

digital age. ica.org.uk 

 

The ICA is a registered charity no. 236848 

 

 

https://www.ica.org.uk/
http://www.ica.org.uk/

