
ICA  
Press release: 11 May 2016  
 

Olivetti: Beyond Form and Function 
25 May – 17 July 2016 
ICA Fox Reading Room 
Opening Night: 25 May, 8–10pm 

 
Olivetti Lettera 22, poster by Giovanni Pintori (1954). Courtesy Associazione Archivio Storico Olivetti, Ivrea – Italy 
 
The ICA is delighted to present a selection of photographs, films and ephemera relating to Italian 
manufacturing company Olivetti’s graphic and spatial design, as well as architecture. Working in close 
collaboration with the Associazione Archivio Storico Olivetti, Ivrea – Italy and focusing largely on the 
industrial boom of the post-war era, the display will cover a key period in Olivetti’s history up until the 
1960s, a time which saw the creation of the iconic Valentine typewriter and the company’s increasing 
move towards computer technologies.   
 
Founded in 1908 as a typewriter manufacturing company by Camillo Olivetti in Ivrea, Italy, Olivetti is 
considered to be one of the leading manufacturing companies of the middle of the 20th century. 
Recognising the importance of design over pure functionalism, a concept largely owed to the 
founder’s son, Adriano Olivetti, the company went on to produce some of the most important and 
iconic hand-typing devices and early computers of the 20th century: from the Lettera 22 (1950) and 
Valentine (1969) typewriters, to the Elea 9003 (1959), Italy’s first computer, and the Programma 101 
(1965), the first commercially produced desktop computer. 
 
Olivetti’s innovative design ethos extended beyond its products: in the advertisements, both graphic 
and on film, considered pioneering for the ways in which they communicated complex, extensive 



information through a bold, simplified aesthetic, and through interior design and architecture, as seen 
in the company’s numerous showrooms and shop window displays which were conceptualised and 
transformed into unique installations. One example of this is the London Kingsway showroom, created 
by Australian designer Gordon Andrews and FHK Henrion, a key figure of British post-war design who 
had close links to the ICA.  
 
Throughout its history Olivetti commissioned numerous writers, designers, architects and artists: from 
Franco Fortini and Giovanni Giudici who wrote many of the advertising slogans, to Gae Aulenti, 
BBPR, Louis Kahn, Le Corbusier, Costantino Nivola, and Carlo Scarpa who designed both offices and 
showrooms, and designers Walter Ballmer, Mario Bellini, Milton Glaser, Costantino Nivola, Marcello 
Nizzoli, Giovanni Pintori and Ettore Sottsass, as well as former Bauhaus students Herbert Bayer and 
Xanti Schawinsky, who were involved in the creation of both advertisement campaigns and the 
products themselves. Recognising the need to integrate design into its business model, Olivetti 
established a graphic design department within the company in 1937, which was headed by Giovanni 
Pintori from 1940 until 1967. In creating a historical lineage of Olivetti’s design work from the mid-20th 
century, the display will show the progressive cultural ideals at the heart of the company’s ethos, a 
model which still resonates today.  
 
This exhibition is presented in collaboration with Associazione Archivio Storico Olivetti, Ivrea – Italy 
and is part of the London Festival of Architecture 2016 londonfestivalofarchitecture.org  
 
The ICA Fox Reading Room was made possible by the generous support of the Edwin Fox 
Foundation.  
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Listings information: 
Olivetti: Beyond Form and Function  
25 May – 17 July 2016 
Opening night: 25 May, 8–10pm 
ICA Fox Reading Room  
Gallery opening hours: Tues–Sun 11am– 6pm, except Thurs, 11am–9pm. Closed Mon. 
ica.org.uk | Twitter @ICAlondon | facebook.com/icalondon | Instagram @icalondon 
Book online ica.org.uk | Call Box Office +44 (0)20 7930 3647 | Textphone +44 (0)20 7839 0737 
Institute of Contemporary Arts, The Mall, London, SW1Y 5AH 
 
Related events 
 
Educators’ Tour: Olivetti: Beyond Form and Function  
Wednesday 1 June, 5pm 
This Educators’ Tour is led by the exhibition’s curator Juliette Desorgues. 
 
Gallery Tour: Olivetti: Beyond Form and Function  
Thursday 30 June, 6.30pm 
Olivetti: Beyond Form and Function is explored by the exhibition’s curator Juliette Desorgues and 
Valerio Di Lucente, a member of London-based design studio Julia, brings together graphic, spatial 
design and architecture. 
 
Architecture and Industry: The Olivetti Site in Ivrea 
Thursday 9 June, 6.30pm  

http://londonfestivalofarchitecture.org/
https://www.ica.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/ICALondon
https://www.facebook.com/icalondon
https://www.instagram.com/icalondon/?hl=en
https://www.ica.org.uk/


This panel discussion will explore the legacy of pioneering Italian typewriter manufacturer Olivetti, 
particularly in relation to Adriano Olivetti’s radical approach to architecture and urban planning as 
seen in the Olivetti site in Ivrea, Northern Italy. Speakers include Tommaso Franzolini, a practising 
architect, researcher and director of Factory Futures, a think tank at the Architectural Association 
School of Architecture run in partnership with the Adriano Olivetti Foundation and Gehry Technologies 
Europe. 
     
Editor’s notes 
 
In January 2016, Olivetti launched the first edition of the Olivetti Design Contest, an industrial design 
contest engaging with some of the most prestigious Italian design academies and universities. For 
more information please visit: olivetti.com 
 
About the ICA  
Founded in 1946, the ICA seeks to embrace the urgency surrounding contemporary art and culture. 
Continually looking forward, the ICA lays claim to an extraordinary legacy, being home to the 
Independent Group, as well as playing a pivotal role in the development of Pop Art, Op Art and 
Brutalist Architecture. It charted the course of Punk, Performance, Independent Cinema and Young 
British Art, while showcasing numerous international artists, from Yoko Ono to Gerhard Richter. The 
ICA has always supported interdisciplinary practice, encouraging artists to experiment and explore 
unresolved ideas. Comprising film screenings, exhibitions, talks and events, the ICA Programme can 
be experienced at our base on The Mall, via our website and social media, or as 'Off-Site' projects at 
alternative venues, nationally and internationally. The ICA has a longstanding fascination with the 
evolution of Pop culture in our mass digital age. ica.org.uk 
 
The ICA is a registered charity no. 236848 
 

 
 
About London Festival of Architecture 
The 2016 London Festival of Architecture (LFA) celebrates London as a global hub of architecture. 
The theme of the London Festival of Architecture 2016 is “Community”, and the festival aims to 
connect with as many people as possible to demonstrate architecture’s relevance to London and its 
diverse communities. The festival programme features exhibitions and events organised by London’s 
leading architectural, cultural and academic institutions alongside architects, designers, curators and 
community groups from around the UK. London Festival of Architecture runs from 1–30 June. 
londonfestivalofarchitecture.org  
 
Twitter @LFArchitecture | #LFA2016 #LFArchitecture 
Facebook facebook.com/LondonFestivalofArchitecture  
Instagram @LondonFestivalofArchitecture  
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