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Nottingham Contemporary present two exhibitions this summer, by the German artist Michael 

Beutler and the Russian born, Nottingham-based Yelena Popova. 

Working with a team of local architecture students, Beutler will turn the galleries into a site of 

production for his monumental site-specific installations, recycling found materials through his 

handmade machines. Constructed from repurposed paper, cardboard and fabric, the resulting 

eccentric modular structures will completely transform two galleries, forming a deliberately chaotic 

DIY response to the architecture of Nottingham Contemporary.  

Channelling the spirit of ad hoc invention, and the lost tradition of co-operative labour, Beutler’s 

work can be read as a form of resistance to automation, and a collaborative response to social 

architectures. Titled Pump House, his work at Nottingham Contemporary is the second chapter of 

an exhibition that opens in Spike Island, Bristol, today. The Nottingham chapter will recycle all of 

the materials used in Bristol, using Beutler’s giant self-built, hand-operated machines. 

Beutler’s project will provide a bridge between two contemporary art centres in post-industrial 

cities, both designed by the acclaimed architectural practice Caruso St John. The galleries at Spike 

Island were redeveloped inside a historic tea warehouse near Bristol Docks in 2007. Nottingham 

Contemporary is a purpose-built gallery that opened in 2009 in the city’s Lace Market. The 

building’s façade incorporates a Victorian lace design cast that is cast in concrete. Caruso St John’s 

intention was to create a highly flexible space, echoing the New York warehouse spaces that were 

colonised by artists in the 1970s, as well as the gallery’s own local history.  

Pump House will be shown alongside the work of Yelena Popova. New work, made for her first 

solo show in a UK public gallery, will push the limits of painting, both physically and conceptually. 

Popova, who trained first at the Moscow School of Set Design before studying painting at London’s 

Royal College of Art, will create a number of major new works. Previously known for her painting 

installations, which reference both Minimalism and Russian Constructivism, Popova will continue 

experimenting with conventions of painting display and the nature of abstraction.  

The Popova exhibition will be accompanied by the first catalogue about her work, and will include 

an essay by writer and critic Brian Dillon and a response by the author Claire-Louise Bennett.

  

 



Michael Beutler’s exhibition is co-produced by Spike Island and Nottingham Contemporary. Pump 

House at Spike Island runs from 16 April to 19 June 2016. 

Michael Beutler’s exhibition is supported by Institut für Auslandsbeziehungen. Michael Beutler’s 

family workshop Production Playground is supported by Goethe-Institut London. 

            
 

For more information and images please contact Lynn Hanna on 0115 948 9762, email 

lynn@nottinghamcontemporary.org  

 
Nottingham Contemporary, Weekday Cross, Nottingham NG1 2GB, 0115 948 9750 

www.nottinghamcontemporary.org 

 

 Gallery opening hours: 

Tue – Sat and Bank Holidays 10am– 6pm 

Sundays 11am-5pm. Closed on Mondays (except for Bank Holidays). 

Free admission 

 

 Nottingham Contemporary brings international art to an iconic building in the city centre. Designed 

by Caruso St John, it is one of the largest and most ambitious contemporary art spaces in the UK. It 

opened on 14 November 2009. 

 

 Nottingham Contemporary is supported using public funding by Arts Council England and regularly 

funded by Nottingham City Council  
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