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Ace Gallery presents Techno Rococo, a solo exhibition of Laurie Lipton’s drawings. The 
drawings are created from Lipton’s imagination, without the use of references or 
projections. 

Laurie Lipton states “Techno Rococo presents a reflection on aspects of the 21st century,” 
such as industrialization, digital technology, mechanization, and connectedness. In many 
of the Techno Rococo drawings, humans are inextricably attached to wires, machines, or 
screens. Machines are presented as extensions of humans, and humans as extensions of 
machines. As technology has advanced quickly over the past decades, particularly over the 
past several years, the nature of the relationship between man and machine has become 
increasingly complex. Humans rely on machines to communicate, conduct business, and 
complete simple daily tasks. As reflected in the subject matter of Lipton’s drawings, 
machines have changed the way in which society functions at a basic level. The artist 
observes: “technology has connected us, isolated us, freed, and enslaved us. It is evolving 
rapidly and will either save or destroy us.” 

Lipton engages the dialogue created between man and machine in both content and 
medium. The artist draws with graphite pencil and charcoal on large paper to create 
drawings that are photorealist and narrative in nature, with crisp, precise marks 
emphasizing gradated value changes and intricately rendered details. Lipton’s use of pencil 
on paper, one of the oldest art-making methods, to depict modern technological 
phenomena, creates a dichotomy between material and subject matter. In Lipton’s own 
words, “this work is not decorative. These are not facile forms that can be quickly glanced 
at.” Writer Julie Antolick Winters elaborates: “her work is excruciatingly detailed and 
complex, and nothing in it is to be taken for granted: let your eyes pass lightly over a gown, 
for example, and you’ll miss that the trim is made of tiny skulls.” 1 
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 1 Winters, Julie Antolick. "Interview: Laurie Lipton." Be In Art Collective. BeinArt Surreal Art Collective, 16 Nov. 2014. Web.  
 11 Nov. 2015. 
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Happy 2015, charcoal & pencil on paper, 68 1/4" (H) x 103 3/4" (W) 

Laurie Lipton was born in 1953 in New York. She began drawing detailed images at the age 
of four. Lipton was the first person to earn a Fine Arts Degree in Drawing from Carnegie-
Mellon University in Pennsylvania and graduated with honors. Throughout her education, 
Lipton rejected expressionist, minimalist, and abstract art techniques standardly being 
taught at the time, instead drawing inspiration from Flemish painters, renaissance egg-
tempera artworks, and artists like Diane Arbus. Lipton has lived in the Netherlands, 
Belgium, Germany, France, and London and her work has been exhibited extensively 
throughout both Europe and the United States. Notably, in 2003, Lipton created a series of 
drawings in response to Francisco Goya’s Caprichos lithographs. The exhibition, titled The 
Sleep of Reason was curated and exhibited by the Cervantes Institute in London before 
travelling to Spain for an exhibition in Caja Madrid. Academy Award winning filmmaker 
Jim Scott has recently completed a documentary about Lipton entitled “LOVE BITE: Laurie 
Lipton and Her Disturbing Black and White Drawings,” soon to be released. Lipton 
currently lives and works in Los Angeles. 

  

GALLERY HOURS: TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM 
COMPLIMENTARY ON-SITE PARKING DURING REGULAR BUSINESS HOURS 

For further information and visuals please contact Ace Gallery Los Angeles 
323.935.3388 or email acegallery@acegallery.net


