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light/WHITE is Carson’s fourth solo exhibition at Ace and is comprised of her most recent 
light/ALBERS, light/LINES, and light/SQUARES sculptures. Drawing upon the histories of 
East Coast Minimalism and West Coast Light and Space movements, Heather Carson’s 
sculptures are formal and conceptual investigations into the properties of light. 
light/WHITE focuses on color theory in relation to light by investigating variations in 
proximal color temperatures of white light. This body of work was initially inspired by Josef 
Albers’ Study for Homage to the Square: Dimly Reflected (1963). His use of shades of grey 
triggered the idea of exploring the use of hues of white light instead of color. Carson’s 
light/ALBERS sculptures led to further investigations of white light in her light/LINES series 
and light/SQUARES series. 
 
Carson has long been fascinated by industrial light sources such as sodium vapor and 
metal halide, as well as fluorescent tubes. Her aesthetic is determined by her choice of 
materials, which emphasize the physicality, rather than the opticality of light. Embracing a 
heavy, industrial aesthetic, Carson does not mask the electrical components of her work. 
Rather, she openly displays the armatures and joints connecting the fluorescent fixtures. In 
the light/LINES and light/SQUARES pieces, these elements are invisible from the front, 
but are critical to the pieces’ architectural engagement when viewed from the side. 
Carson’s unique aesthetic has been dubbed “simultaneously ephemeral and muscular,”1 by 
Los Angeles Times writer Christopher Knight. 
 
In her newest work, Carson uses fixtures that are no longer mass-produced and have been 
custom-made to her specifications so that the presence and absence of light are 
equidistant. Carson states “the fixture is as important to me as the light, it is not merely the 
carrier.” Shana Nys Dambrot writes that Carson’s work is “about conditions unique to the 
use of electric light as a formal element in fine art.”2 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
light/DOUBLE ALBERS: Warm White Deluxe/Warm White/Natural White/Cool 

White/Sunlight/Daylight/Daylight Deluxe, 2015 
Fluorescent, aluminum pipe, Speed-Rail, conduit fittings, 67" x 135 1/2" x 7 1/2", Ed. of 3 

 
Heather Carson was born in Los Angeles in 1960. She began her work with light in the 
theater, and has designed lighting for over 200 productions in theatre, opera, dance, 
concert, and video in the United States and internationally, and has since transitioned to 
exploring light as a fine art medium. She has been the recipient of numerous awards and 
prizes including the 1999 Rome Prize, the 1998 and 2004 New York Foundation for the 
Arts Artists Fellowship in Architecture/Environmental Structures Awards, the 2011 City of 
Los Angeles (COLA) Individual Artist Fellowship, and a 2006 Durfee Award. Carson was 
head of the lighting programs at Penn State and Cal Arts and has taught at NYU, Smith 
College, Bard College, Sci-Arc, UCSD, UCLA and CSULB. Carson attended the Skowhegan 
School of Painting and Sculpture in Skowhegan, Maine in 1997. She currently lives and 
works in Los Angeles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GALLERY HOURS: TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM 

COMPLIMENTARY ON-SITE PARKING DURING REGULAR BUSINESS HOURS 

For further information and visuals please contact Ace Gallery Los Angeles 
323.935.3388 or email acegallery@acegallery.net 


