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Ace Gallery presents Hard Places, an exhibition of recent paintings by David Amico, who 
employs a non-serial approach to painting. 
 
David Amico’s paintings occupy a space between spontaneity and purpose, between the 
representative and the dissociative. As a young artist, Amico embraced an unstylized, 
abstract technique in his practice emphasizing innovation and exploration through his 
application of paint. He learned to meticulously recreate the qualities of found objects 
within his medium, simultaneously distorting the reality of the original object through 
his perspective, an approach he has remained faithful to for over 40 years. Subjects for 
Amico’s abstract pursuit are objects such as discarded cardboard, metal piping, concrete 
blocks, shards of glass, and elements of architecture. Amico’s practice is an exploration of 
the urban debris that dwells in the nebulous space between art and life, blurring the lines 
between the junk-objects we pass unnoticed, and the art-objects we admire. No matter 
what the origin of the abandoned material, each item has arrived in the same place—on 
the streets of Los Angeles—bringing into focus a visual-syntax, and ultimately 
democratizing the relationship between the discarded object, the artwork, and the artist 
himself, thus complicating the relationship between signifier and signified. Amico has a 
relationship with these materials far beyond mere observation; he studies them in search 
of their quintessence. 
 
When asked about his diverse paint application process, Amico states “... [as an artist] 
your choices can be whatever they need to be in order to distinguish yourself. They don’t 
necessarily have to rely on some sort of hard cast image... So if you look at the work you 
can really sort of figure out that it all looks like it comes from me.” Each painting is 
autonomous, though the body of Amico’s artwork remains unwaveringly within the realm 
of his aesthetic. 
 
Amico’s paintings are abstract but derivatively representational in nature with highly 
nuanced colors and texture. Lines, marks, industrial traces—re-tracings of his 
surroundings—are imbued with a poetic logic, while the luminous colours, shapes, and 
forms in unexpected compositions, all complement complex varied surface textures.1  
 



 

 

BACK WALL 2015, OIL ON CANVAS, 108” (H) X 144” (W)
 

 
 

David Amico was born in Rochester, New York in 1951. He attended California State 
University and Hunter College. Amico, a professor at Claremont Graduate University, has 
been a mainstay on the Los Angeles art scene since the mid-1970’s and has been 
exhibiting with Ace Gallery since 1987. His paintings are included in numerous notable 
collections. Amico lives and works in Los Angeles. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1Hutchison, Alice. "In Conversation with David Amico." New Paintings from Los Angeles (2010): n. pag. Print. 

 
 

GALLERY HOURS: TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM 
COMPLIMENTARY ON-SITE PARKING DURING REGULAR BUSINESS HOURS 

For further information and visuals please contact 
Jennifer Kellen, Director, Ace Gallery Beverly Hills 

310.858.9090 or email jenniferkellen@acegallery.net 


