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The painter and illustrator Valerio Adami is widely regarded as an eminent representative of Italian Pop 

art. His exhibition in the Secession’s Grafisches Kabinett is the artist’s first solo show in Austria and 

showcases a series of paintings from his less well-known early oeuvre. Created before 1964, these works 

stand out for the particularly dynamic interplay between expressive abstraction and stylized figuration. 

 

Explosive discharges of energy are the dominant motif in the selected starkly simplified depictions. 

Adami’s pictorial spaces teem with bodies wrestling with each other and objects being blown to a 

thousand pieces, with energy fields, cosmic rays, fire, and dense clouds of smoke. Interspersed between 

them like quotations lifted from a cartoon are speech bubbles and onomatopoetic words signaling the 

pictures’ pop and bang. The characteristic features of Adami’s work from this time are the evolution of 

many of his forms out of the graphical gesture and the painterly structure he lends to different surfaces, 

probing the ostensible contradiction between individual emotional expression and a deadpan delivery 

devoid of subjective inflections with almost effortless ease. 

 



 

Starting in 1964, Valerio Adami’s visual language developed in a fundamentally new direction. The 

temperamental graphical hand that thrills in his earlier works recedes in favor of a new style defined by 

elemental and clearly contoured shapes and areas of flatly even paint. A later set of paintings shows 

isolated fragments of modern life in distorted perspectives and embedded in new contexts, often with a 

political edge. These works have led some critics to associate Adami, who is generally labeled a Pop 

artist, with Narrative Figuration, a movement that first emerged in France. 

 

Valerio Adami was born in Bologna in 1935 and lives and works in Meina (Italy) and Monte Carlo. 

After his first solo show, held in Milan in 1959, Adami’s work was included in numerous international 

exhibitions – among others 1962 ICA, London; 1964 Documenta III, Kassel; 1968 Venice Biennale; 1977 

Documenta 6, Kassel. His first major retrospective was on view at the Musée National d’Art Moderne, 

Centre Pompidou, Paris, and the Palazzo Reale, Milan, in 1985. Further exhibitions included 1997 Tel 

Aviv Museum of Art, Tel Aviv; 1998 Museo de Bellas Artes, Buenos Aires; 2004 Valerio Adami – Retro-

spective, Frissiras Museum, Athens; 2010 Pinacoteca Comunale Casa Rusca, Locarno; 2013 Valerio 

Adami, MAR Museo d’Arte della città di Ravenna; 2015 Valerio Adami, Centre d'Art Contemporain Walter 

Benjamin, Perpignan. 

 

 

The exhibition program is conceived by the board of the Secession. 

 

 
 


