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Suzanne Treister’s HFT The Gardener, will be exhibited for the first time in the UK by 
LJMU’s Exhibition Research Lab (ERL), as part of Liverpool Biennial 2016’s Software 
episode. 
 
The exhibition focuses on the underlying world of algorithms and features artworks 
created by the fictional character Hillel Fischer Traumberg, a banker turned 'outsider 
artist.’ 
 
Traumberg is an algorithmic high-frequency trader (HFT), who experiments with 
psychoactive drugs and explores the ethno-pharmacology of over 100 psychoactive 
plants. He uses gematria (Hebrew numerology) to discover the numerological 
equivalents of the plants' botanical names with companies in the FT Global 500 Financial 
Index. He communes with the traditional shamanic users of these plants, whose 
practices include healing, divining the future, entering the spirit world, and exploring the 
hallucinatory nature of reality. Traumberg develops a fantasy of himself as a techno-
shaman, transmuting the spiritual dimensions of the universe and the hallucinogenic 
nature of capital into new art forms. He becomes an 'outsider artist' whose work is 
collected by oligarchs, bankers and museums. Unaffected by worldly success he 
continues his parapsychopharmacological research, working on a new algorithm to 
discover the true nature and location of consciousness and to determine whether 
psychoactive drugs open a portal to the holographic universe. 
 
The installation comprises 174 works including Botanicals Prints, Outsider 
Artworks, Photoworks and Video stills, Video, Diagrams, Shaman Vision Prints, Charts –
Psychoactive Plants, Gematria, FT Global 500 Companies Equivalent, 
and Psychoactive Glitch Graphs. 
 
Erik Davis, author, award-winning journalist, podcaster, and lecturer based in San 
Francisco, commented: “HFT The Gardener' extends Treister’s fascination with esoteric 
translation, the cybernetics of consciousness, and the hallucinatory aesthetics that 
radiate from real-world circulations of power.“ 
 
The exhibition forms part of the Biennial’s Software episode, which expands and 
develops concepts in the virtual world to create new perspectives on art and life. It 
points towards a broader understanding of technology beyond its purely functional  
application to more expansive ideas of creativity and choreography.  
 
The ERL is part of the LJMU’s School of Art and Design, located at the John Lennon Art 
and Design Building, Duckinfield Street, off Brownlow Hill. Exhibition open from 9 July to 
16 October, Monday – Friday, 10am – 5pm. 



NOTES TO EDITORS  
 
Suzanne Treister studied at St Martin’s School of Art, London (1978-1981) and Chelsea 
College of Art and Design, London (1981-1982), and lives in London. She was a pioneer 
in the digital/new media/web based field from the beginning of the 1990s, making work 
about emerging technologies, developing fictional worlds and international collaborative 
organisations. Often spanning several years, her projects comprise reinterpretations of 
given taxonomies and histories that examine the existence of covert, unseen forces at 
work in the world, whether corporate, military or paranormal. Recent exhibitions 
include:  Fig-2, ICA, London, England; Centre Pompidou, Paris, France; Kunstverein 
München, Germany; ZKM, Karlsruhe, Germany; Stedelijk Museum Bureau Amsterdam 
(SMBA), Netherlands; Thyssen-Bornemisza Art Contemporary, Vienna; Hartware 
MedienKunstVerein, Dortmund, Germany (2015); 10th Shanghai Biennale; 8th Montréal 
Biennale (2014); Annely Juda Fine Art, London; P.P.O.W., New York; Cleveland Institute 
of Art, Ohio, USA (2013); Science Museum, London; Raven Row, London (2012). 
 
ERL is the first academic centre in the UK dedicated to the interdisciplinary study of 
exhibitions and curatorial knowledge, founded in 2012 as part of LJMU’s School of Art 
and Design. ERL offers an integrated research platform comprising: Exhibitions and 
Public Programme, Publications, and Education. Directed by Dr Joasia Krysa, the 
research activities of ERL are underpinned by collaborative research posts held by staff 
in partnership with Tate Liverpool, Liverpool Biennial, FACT (Foundation for Creative Art 
and Technology), and RIBA North Gallery (The Royal Institute of British Architects), 
offering a unique environment for practice based research and education. 
 
Joasia Krysa is Director of Exhibition Research Lab at Liverpool John Moores University 
and Head of Research at Liverpool Biennial. She is Adjunct Associate Professor in 
Curating at Aarhus University, Denmark, and part of Curatorial Faculty for Liverpool 
Biennial 2016. 
 
Liverpool Biennial presents the largest festival of contemporary visual art in the UK. It 
takes place every two years across the city in public spaces, unused buildings, galleries 
and online. Liverpool Biennial 2016 is organised as a story narrated in several episodes: 
fictional worlds that draw from Liverpool’s past, present and future. Also showing during 
the Biennial are the John Moores Painting Prize, Bloomberg New Contemporaries, and 
the Biennial Fringe. Liverpool Biennial is underpinned by a programme of research, 
education, residencies and commissions. Founded in 1998, Liverpool Biennial has 
commissioned over 268 new artworks and presented work by over 400 artists from 
around the world.  
 
Liverpool Biennial 2016 
9 July – 16 October 
www.biennial.com 
#Biennial2016 
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