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NEW 2016 SPRING EXHIBITIONS: The Grace Jones Project 
and Dandy Lion: (Re)Articulating Black Masculine Identity
Running April 27, 2016 – September 18, 2016

San Francisco (Mar. 24, 2016) – The Museum of the African Diaspora (MoAD) announces the museum’s two 
group exhibitions for the Spring/Summer season: The Grace Jones Project curated by Nicole J. Caruth and  
Dandy Lion: (Re)Articulating Black Masculinity curated by Shantrelle P. Lewis. The concurrent exhibitions run  
April 27 - September 18, 2016.

“We’re thrilled to bring both exhibitions to the Museum of the African Diaspora as we consider notions of iden-
tity and representation that tie both exhibits together,” said Linda Harrison, Executive Director at MoAD. “The 
Grace Jones Project unveils a group of artists engaging with the black body and queer identity. Dandy Lion: (Re)
Articulating Black Masculine Identity beautifully shows the connections within the Black Diaspora, representing 
the Black dandy culture via very personal, provocative ways of dressing. Whether from the UK, South Africa, or 
the United States, there is a common stylish communication code. Each exhibition will take the viewer through a 
journey distinguishing the wearer while questioning cultural and social status.”  

The Grace Jones Project 
The Grace Jones Project explores the influence of 
model, actress, and singer Grace Jones. The exhibi-
tion brings together more than twenty works by an 
intergenerational group of artists working primarily 
in photography, video, installation, and performance. 
Some artists pay direct tribute to Jones while others 
demonstrate a Jones-like sensibility in their engage-
ment with the black body and queer identity. 

Central to the exhibition are vintage album covers and 
performance videos highlighting the music and stage 
personae that made Jones a cultural icon, and one of 
the most important performers to emerge in the late 
twentieth century. Featuring work from artists such as 
Jacolby Satterwhite, Xaviera Simmons, and Simone 
Leigh, this exhibition looks to Grace Jones as a cul-
tural and artistic idol.

Dandy Lion: (Re)Articulating Black Masculine Identity
This is a traveling photography- and film- based cu-
ratorial project that features the images of photog-
raphers and filmmakers from throughout the African 
Diaspora. The subject matter of the work is cis-gen-
der Black men in urban, rural, literal and abstract 
landscapes across the globe. These men defy stereo-
typical and monolithic understandings of masculinity 
within the Black community. Its discourse intersects 
class, gender formations, ethnicity, ideology and 
style. Dandy Lion confronts the hyper “thug” narra-
tive and is a portrait of the multi-varied, alternative 
identities that have always existed in diasporic com-
munities.

The first comprehensive exhibition of its kind, Dandy 
Lion: (Re)Articulating Black Masculine Identity provides 
an exploration of a popular conversation in nuanced 
contemporary sartorial expressions and the fluidity of 
cis-gender Black male masculinity. As a statement, it is 
not definitive. It is provocative and inquisitive - meant to 
provoke, indulge and glorify.

Dandy Lion: (Re)Articulating Black Masculine Identity 
is curated by Shantrelle P. Lewis and organized by the 
Museum of Contemporary Photography at Columbia 
College Chicago.

Harold Offeh, Arabesque, After Grace Jones, 1989 (still), 2008-
2009. Video. Courtesy of artist.
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Kia Chenelle, The Waiting Man I, 2013, Archival Inkjet Print. 
Courtesy of the artist.

Grace Jones Project Curator: Nicole J. Caruth
Nicole J. Caruth is a curator, writer, and cultural 
producer. She has held positions at Art21, Bemis 
Center for Contemporary Arts, and the Brooklyn 
Museum. She is currently the director of pedagogy 
and public practice at The Union for Contemporary 
Art.

Dandy Lion Curator: Shantrelle P. Lewis
A native of New Orleans, Shantrelle P. Lewis is a 
2014 United Nations Programme for People of Af-
rican Descent Fellow and 2012-13 Andy Warhol 
Curatorial Fellow. She is a U.S. based curator and 
researcher who travels internationally researching 
diasporic aesthetics, spirituality and the survival 
and nuances of transnational diasporan commu-
nities. Her traveling curatorial initiative The Dan-
dy Lion Project, examines Global Black Dandyism 
through photography and film. 

Curators Panel
Wednesday, April 27, 6:30-8pm
MoAD will host an opening night panel with Nicole 
J. Caruth (curator of The Grace Jones Project) and 
Shantrelle P. Lewis (curator of Dandy Lion), Harold 
Offeh (artist from The Grace Jones Project), and 
Erica Sewall (art historian and fashion designer). 
Panelists will discuss the work and process on 
display in these new exhibitions.

###
MEDIA, PLEASE NOTE:
Reporters/editors interested in interviewing curators Nicole J. Caruth and Shantrelle P. Lewis, MoAD’s 
Executive Director Linda Harrison, Deputy Director Michael Warr, or Director of Exhibitions Emily Kuhlmann, 
please contact Mark Sabb at 415.318.7148 or msabb@moadsf.org.

ABOUT THE MUSEUM OF AFRICAN DIASPORA
Museum of the African Diaspora (MoAD) is an arts and cultural institution dedicated to preserving the stories of 
our common African heritage and sharing those stories with audiences from around the world. Situated in the 
heart of the Yerba Buena Arts District in San Francisco, MoAD is actively engaged in building a community that 
inspires, educates and connects people of all ages and backgrounds.

MoAD seeks to build a deeper understanding of the African Diaspora through art, programs and events that 
cultivate wonder and excitement about the ways in which our personal histories are connected. As a nonprofit 
organization, the museum’s operations and programs are supported by grants and contributions from public 
and private sources.

As a Smithsonian Institution affiliate, MoAD has access to the Smithsonian Institution’s 136 million artifact 
collection for research, exhibits and programming. MoAD joins a network of more than 180 organizations in 45 
states, Puerto Rico and Panama with a shared goal of creating lasting experiences that educate, inspire and 
broaden perspectives on science, history, world culture and the arts. To learn more and to support MoAD, visit 
www.moadsf.org.

Film Series: Sweet and Dandy
Thursdays, May 5 – June 23, 6:30-9pm
Sweet and Dandy is an eight week film series featuring an 
entertaining mix of documentaries, shorts and narratives 
complementing both The Grace Jones Project and 
Dandy Lion: (Re)Articulating Black Masculine Identity 
exhibitions.  The films explore how fashion, music, and 
performance are expressions of resistance and pleasure 
defying confining interpretations of race and masculinity/
femininity in global Black communities.

Dandy Lion: (Re)Articulating Black Masculine Identity



CALENDAR EDITORS, PLEASE NOTE:
MOAD PRESENTS NEW SPRING EXHIBITIONS: THE GRACE JONES PROJECT & DANDY LION

WHAT:
New Exhibitions at MoAD

WHERE:
Museum of the African Diaspora (MoAD) 
685 Mission St.
San Francisco, CA 94105

WHEN:
April 27, 2016 – September 18, 2016

HOURS:
Mon-Tues – Closed 
Wed-Sat – 11am-6pm 
Sun – 12-5pm
Closed on the following holidays: Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, New Year’s 
Eve and New Year’s Day, Memorial Day and Independence Day

ADMISSION:
General admission - $10; Students/Seniors - $5; MoAD Members/Children 12 & Under - Free

TOURS:
MoAD’s docents provide drop-in tours every Saturday & Sunday at 1 pm. Drop-in tours are included with 
museum admission. Schedule school and group tours on moadsf.org/visit

FOR MORE INFO:
Please visit www.moadsf.org. Follow MoAD on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 
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