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INITIAL RELEASE 
  
 

 

 
Recess Presents 
 
Taylor Renee Aldridge, Jessica Bell Brown,  
Kimberly Drew, and Jessica Lynne: 
The Black Art Incubator   
 
July 14 – August 19, 2016 
 
Public Hours:  
Tuesday – Saturday, 12-6pm; Thursday, 2-8pm 
 
Events: 
Lauren Halsey & Antwaun Sargent In Conversation: July 
16, 12pm 
Art + Money: July 19, 20, 21, August 11 
Office Hours (registration required): July 23, August 3, 11 
Archive: July 26, 28 
Open Crits (registration required): July 27, August 10, 17 
Book Swap and Reception: July 28, 6-8pm 
 
 
On July 14, Taylor Renee Aldridge, Jessica Bell Brown, Kimberly Drew, and Jessica Lynne will launch The 
Black Art Incubator—a project that will use Recess’s storefront space as a hub for public programming and 
the dissemination of resources for artists and arts professionals. 
 
The Black Art Incubator is a social sculpture designed to create an intervention in the “art world” through a 
series of public events that bring together artists, curators, community members, critics, and scholars. 
Using collaboration and public engagement as guiding methodologies, The Black Art Incubator will seek to 
provoke new understandings of the myriad sectors that comprise the contemporary art world.  
 
Modeling itself after an incubator, the project will offer a range of artist-led conversations, critical dialogues, 
panels, and teach-ins devoted to fostering discourse about community, history, and collaborative cultural 
production. Visitors will be invited to participate in and contribute to weekly programs including workshops 
on archives, conversations about art & money, office hours with leaders in the field, and open critique 
sessions for selected artists; more details about individual events will be available online. Notes, 
images, and other traces of these programs will accrue in the space, transforming Recess into a 
spatialized working document.  
 
By developing a vibrant and accessible site and an accompanying set of programs, The Black Art Incubator 
will give specific form to an art world community—one that is united by a collective, process-based practice 
of self-care, knowledge-sharing, and discursive exchange. 
 
 
Taylor Renee Aldridge, Jessica Bell Brown, Kimberly Drew, and Jessica Lynne: The Black Art Incubator is part of Recess’s signature 
program, Session, which invites artists to use Recess’s public platform to combine productive studio space with dynamic exhibition 
opportunities. Sessions remain open to the public from the first day of the artist's project through the last, encouraging sustained 
dialogue between artists and audiences. Due to the process-based nature of Session, projects undergo constant revision and the 
above proposal is subject to change; consult the project website, recessart.org/blackartincubator, for accruing information on the 
Session’s developments. 



recess    41 grand street    new york ny 10013    www.recessactivities.org  

About the Organizers:  
 
Taylor Renee Aldridge received her M.L.A from Harvard University in Museum Studies and her B.A from Howard University in Art 
History and Business Administration. Aldridge has worked at the The Ethelbert Cooper Gallery of African & African American Art 
(Harvard University) and has been awarded the Goldman Sachs Junior Fellowship at The National Museum of American History 
(Smithsonian Institutions). Aldridge’s interests lie at the intersection of cultural representation, arts, and policy. In 2015, she co-
founded ARTS.BLACK, an online publication for art criticism from black perspectives predicated on the belief that art criticism 
should be an accessible dialogue—a tool through which we question, celebrate and talk back to the global world of contemporary 
art. Taylor Renee is currently working as an arts administrator and writer in her hometown, Detroit, Michigan. 
 
Jessica Bell Brown is an art historian and writer based in New York. She is currently a doctoral candidate in the Department of Art 
& Archaeology at Princeton. Her project revisits Sam Gilliam, Joe Overstreet, and the painterly object in the post-civil rights decade. 
Bell Brown holds a B.A. in art history from Northwestern University. She is a Teach for America alumna and has worked in various 
programming and curatorial capacities at cultural institutions in New York City including Creative Time and the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music. She has published critical essays on contemporary artists, including Senga Nengudi, Ed Clark, Eric Mack, and Wilmer 
Wilson, among others. In 2016-2017 she will serve as a Mellon Research Consortium Fellow in the Department of Painting and 
Sculpture at the Museum of Modern Art. 
 
Kimberly Drew (a.k.a. @museummammy) received her B.A. from Smith College in Art History and African-American Studies, with a 
concentration in Museum Studies. An avid lover of black culture and art, Drew first experienced the art world as an intern in the 
Director’s Office of The Studio Museum in Harlem. Her time at the Studio Museum inspired her to start the Tumblr blog Black 
Contemporary Art, sparking her interest in social media. 
 
Since starting her blog, Drew has worked for Hyperallergic, The Studio Museum in Harlem, and Lehmann Maupin. She has delivered 
lectures and participated in panel discussions at the New Museum of Contemporary Art, the Performa Biennial, The Schomburg 
Center for Research in Black Culture, Art Basel, the Brooklyn Museum, and elsewhere. Drew is currently the Associate Online 
Community Producer at The Met. 
 
Jessica Lynne is a Brooklyn-based art critic. She received her BA in Africana Studies from NYU and has been awarded residencies 
and fellowships from Art21 and The Cue Foundation, Callaloo, and The Center for Book Arts. Lynne contributes to publications such 
as Art in America, The Art Newspaper, The Brooklyn Rail, Hyperallergic, and Pelican Bomb. She is co-editor of ARTS.BLACK—a 
journal of art criticism from black perspectives—and a founding editor of the now-defunct (but still special) Zora Magazine. Find her 
on Twitter and Instagram at @lynne_bias. 
 
Social Media 
https://twitter.com/blackartinc 
https://www.instagram.com/blackartincubator/ 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

This program is supported in part, by the New York State Council on the 
Arts with the support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State 
Legislature. This project is also supported in part by an award from the 
National Endowment for the Arts. Art Works, the VIA Art Fund, and the Lily 
Auchincloss Foundation, Inc. 
 


