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PRESS RELEASE AUGUST 2016  

On the occasion of the opening of our new location, AB43 CONTEMPORARY cordially 
invites you to the exhibition of the latest cycle of works by FEREYDOUN AVE, the 
grand seigneur of the contemporary art world in Iran.  

 
FERYDOUN AVE – Shah Abbas and his Page Boy 

Exhibition curated by Peter Fischer 

 

Public opening:   Sunday, 21st August , 2016, 13.00 till 17.00 hrs  
     Orangerie Im Park 2, Thalwil/Zurich    
   
Duration of exhibition:   21st August - 8th October, 2016 

 
 
Artist and curator will be present at the opening of the exhibition to the public.    

 
Shah Abbas and his Page Boy: Taking as his point of departure a picture by the court 
painter Muhammad Qasim Musavvir, which portrays Shah Abbas I (1571–1629) in a fond 
embrace with his page boy, the artist Fereydoun Ave has developed over the past two years 
a series of 14 paintings applied on customised blankets made especially for this purpose. 
The discrepancy – one that could hardly be greater– between the notorious brutality of the 
mighty ruler-conqueror and the tenderness he shows towards his page boy in this intimate 
scene finds its pendant in the huge gap existing between public and private behaviour in 
(modern) Iranian society.  

Fereydoun Ave, the grand seigneur of contemporary art in Iran, addresses this ambivalent 
social issue of ’appearance and reality’ by weaving together subtly and very poetically the 
various facets of this discrepancy. In his very own and unmistakable style, Ave paints and 
processes the patchwork blankets, which were created especially for his pictures in the 
workshops of Tehran’s bazaar, with abstract, scriptural webs of lines – as if to say this is his 
way of leaving his individual and highly personal mark on these blanket-like carpets that 
symbolise the collective, cultural self-perception of Iran.   
 
 

Fereydoun Ave has been active on the cultural scene for almost 50 years, working initially in 
theatre and film, then subsequently as curator and artist. Born in Tehran in 1945, he studied 
at the Film School of New York University in the late Sixties – at a time of cultural change and 
new departures in the art world shaped by such artists as Warhol, Rauschenberg, Cage and 
Scorsese, to name just a few. Back in Tehran he encountered a blossoming cultural scene 
that was promoted strongly by Empress Farah Diba. This made the socio-political turnaround 
in the wake of the Islamic Revolution of 1979 all the more brutal in its impact. Yet Ave 
remained loyal to the city and founded in 1984 the now legendary 13 Vanak Street Gallery – 
at that time the only alternative art showroom in Tehran. Ave became mentor to an entire 
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generation of Iranian artists, some of whom, such as Farhad Moshiri, are today international 
stars. 

Moving, as he does, like a dancer between different worlds and different cultures, Ave 
combines traditional Eastern attitudes and positions with those of contemporary Western 
culture. As a result, calligraphy, age-old arts and crafts, ancient Persian ideas and an outlook 
on life associated with these features merge with the developments of modernity and the 
post-modern era. They are visible not only in economic achievements but also – of direct 
interest to us here – in the art world. We need look no further than the examples of 
abstraction as a new means of expression or the increasing significance of the individual 
gestus of the artist. 

 

AB43 CONTEMPORARY has been representing leading positions on the contemporary art 
scene from the Middle East, the Arab world and, in particular from Iran, for more than fifteen 
years now. "AB" stands for ‘Across Borders’ and marks the binding commitment of the 
founders and owners Heidi and Franz J. Leupi to their gallery activities. These embrace in 
addition to their work as art dealers and agents their engagement in promoting artists and 
cultural exchanges between East and West.  

Since August 2016, the new premises of AB43 CONTEMPORARY are located in the national 
heritage complex of villa "Diana" in Thalwil / Zurich. The buildings include, among other 
features, two unconventionally light-filled exhibition rooms in what was formerly the 
Orangerie. 

 

Peter Fischer studied art history, literature and musicology in Zurich. From1995 till 2001, he 
was curator of the Daros Collection, from 2001 till 2011 director of the Museum of Art in 
Lucerne and from 2011 till 2016 director of the Zentrum Paul Klee. Since the spring of 2016 
he has been working as a freelance curator, writer and art expert. After a number of projects 
concerned with modern and contemporary art, among them exhibitions on contemporary 
Chinese art, he has recently been devoting his attention to Iranian art and culture. 

 

Catalogue: Accompanying the exhibition is a catalogue with texts by Jean-Claude Carrière 
(script writer for, among other things, films by Luis Buñuel, Milos Forman, Jacques Tati, 
Volker Schlöndorf, Peter Brook; and he is an Oscar prize winner). The catalogue also 
includes contributions by Peter Fischer (see above) and David Gleeson (London based art 
historian, author and curator) as well as illustrations of all 14 works from the series Shah 
Abbas and his Page Boy. (PDF available). 

 

Gallery contact:   AB43 CONTEMPORARY, +41 41 982 08 80    
     www.ab43contemporary.com  
 Press contact and picture enquiries: Franz Leupi, franz@ab43contemporary.com   
Sales:     Heidi Leupi, heidi@ab43contemporary.com 
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Lahaf 1 from Shah Abbas and his Page Boy, 
2015, Mixed media on patchwork of various 

fabrics, 186 x 132 cm 

Lahaf 3 from Shah Abbas and his Page Boy, 
2015, Mixed media on patchwork of various 

fabrics, 273 x 231 cm 


