
 

  

 

A+ Contemporary is pleased to announce the upcoming 
partnership with non-profit organization “Contemporary 
Musiking Hong Kong” in September, where a sound art 
exchange exhibition curated and organized by Contemporary 
Musiking will be on view in Shanghai. Curator André Chan 
introduces the theme What Potions Have I Drunk of Siren 
Tears, and presents the works of two Hong Kong artists, Alex 
Yiu and Cheuk Wingnam. The artists will be present and 
performing live on the day of reception, September 18th, 
2016. The exhibition is on view through October 16th, 2016. 
 
The exhibition title What Potions Have I Drunk of Siren Tears 
originates from a sonnet in Shakespeare’s Sonnets, with its 
Mandarin literal translation as “how much of witch siren tears 
have I drunk.” The more prevalent saying of siren is mermaid; 
in Western mythologies, sirens lure sailors with their 
enchanting voices to shipwreck, while legends of the East tell 
of sirens whose tears become pearls. The curator combines 
mythologies of both cultures to entail the transition of sound 
art in a contemporary context. Since Clement Greenberg first 
proposed that art could attain a level of “purity” through 
self-expression, the creative forms of art had begun to 
gradually expand. Marcel Duchamp had utilized sound as his 
artistic form as early as 1913, creating Musical Erratum and 
other sound pieces. While sounds remain invisible, its image 
is materialized through the artist’s touch. The exhibition will 
examine the intrinsic qualities of music and sound and 
present the audience with sound art as it is transformed into 
tangible objects. 
 
The two exhibiting artists exemplify the most current 
directions of sound art in Hong Kong, as an increasing number 
of sound artists begin to incorporate installation and visual 
elements before inserting in sounds to expose its social, 
experimental and critical aspects. Alex Yiu’s work includes 
various visual forms, including video, editing and animation. 
He combines sound collages with improvised performance to 
recreate images of popular music and collective memories; 
an unsettling ambiance is created through garbled codes, 
videos jammed with glitches and noises, exhibiting the 
various predicaments and social chaos that Hong Kong has 
been through. Cheuk Wingnam’s work carries a tone of 
humor where rejection and contest become imperative 
elements in her work. Musical instruments like the cello and 
violin serve as the exterior basis of her installation work while 
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cassette tapes, speakers, amplifiers, and an electronic lever are further installed to encourage the 
audience’s desire to interact with the installation. Hidden within are micro-controller and an 
electronic instrument that utter irritating sounds and noises, implying an act of defiance. 
 
Through its creators’ continuous in-depth portrayals and dialectics, the realm of sound art has been 
broadened, reformed, and has subverted its criticism- sound art has now truly become an extension 
of art. A+ Contemporary aims to explore the multi-faceted nature of contemporary art with an 
experimental outlook. The exhibition will present the analogous relationship of space, sound, and 
installation as the artists lead its listeners to experience the moment as material, politics, society, 
history, body, and culture intersect. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About Curator 
André Chan was born in 1982 in Hong Kong. He studied Curatorial Studies and East Asian Studies in London and 
Toronto respectively. He currently lives and works in Hong Kong. André Chan has been worked in a number of 
international galleries and is now working as an independent curator and writer. His writings can be found in "City 
Magazine", "The Stand News" and "Tainan Arts News". He curated exhibitions including “What Potions Have I Drunk of 
Siren Tears”, “These Shores”, “Songs without Words”, and “To Wit's End”. 
 
About Artist 
Alex Yiu was born in 1989 in Hong Kong. Graduated from BA(Hon) Music, Hong Kong Baptist University in 2012 and 
from MMus in Sonic Arts, Goldsmiths, University of London in 2013, Alex Yiu currently lives and works in Hong Kong. 
Alex Yiu is a sound artist and composer who works in sound art and music. His work has involved the interconversion 
of language and society, the appropriation of sampled sound and visuals from the internet. He is interested in the 
interpretation of language, postcolonialism in musical culture, politics in free improvisation, and narrative poetics. His 
output of works is on different medium, including video, sound, music composition and graphical score. Alex studied 
Sonic Arts with John Levack Drever and Patricia Alessandrini during graduate program. 
 
Cheuk Wingnam was born in 1983 in Hong Kong. Graduated from BA International Business (Japan Studies), College of 
Business, City University of Hong Kong in 2007 and from MFA Studio Art and Extended Media, Academy of Visual Arts, 
Hong Kong Baptist University in 2015, Cheuk Wingnam currently lives and works in Hong Kong. Cheuk Wingnam is an 
interdisciplinary artist who devotes to developing her artwork with new concepts of mixing sound and other media 
with the modern computer technology. She specializes in new media installation and sound sculpture, especially 
interested in demonstrating the relationships between light and shadow, sound and space in her artwork. Cheuk has 
exhibited and performed in Oil Street, XXX Gallery, 22 Degrees North, Connecting Spaces, Floating Projects, Hong Kong 
Baptist University, Zurich University of the Arts.  
 
About A+ Contemporary 
In August, 2015, A+ Contemporary was founded in Shanghai. The space is located in the thriving “M50” art community, 
featuring artists from China, Taiwan, and Hong Kong, and will feature artists from Northeast Asia and Southeast Asia in 
the near future. The curatorial programme of A+ Contemporary consists of exhibitions, forums and publication of 
scholarly catalogs; its selected presentations center around the different facets of artistic innovation and concepts, and 
its research scope extends to cross-disciplinary analysis. 
 
 


