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Galleria Lorcan O’Neill is pleased to present the exhibition of two great American 
artists: Kiki SMITH and Betty WOODMAN. Friends for decades and now showing 
together for the first time, Smith and Woodman share an affinity with Italy and have 
chosen Rome to present their work in a double solo show which includes tapestry, 
sculpture, ceramics, painting, and drawing. 
 
For the past three decades Kiki Smith has explored the philosophical, social, and 
spiritual aspects of human existence. Her works are deeply rooted in the mythological, 
religious, and storytelling realms and evoke the cycle of life through a spiritual and 
carnal vision which brings together the animal and human worlds. Wolves, deer, foxes, 
and birds inhabit the works in show which include large-scale tapestries, delicate 
bronze sculptures, and elegant drawings and become the protagonists in this story of 
mortality, reproduction, and decay.  
 
Betty Woodman’s works on display are the recent outcome of a decades-long study, 
beginning in her earlier years producing functional pottery objects which were 
gradually enriched by her deep relationship with painting and progressively developing 
over time into a study of interaction with space, both real and pictorial. In building a 
context for the works, mixing surface and form, Woodman has produced four large 
three-dimensional works present in the exhibition: unstretched canvases simply 
mounted on the wall and accompanied by ceramic sculptures either fixed to the 
canvas or placed in front. Also on show is a series of works on paper where ceramic 
objects such as vessels, both archetypical symbols and objects of everyday use, are 
depicted in lively colours using a variety of techniques. 
 
Kiki Smith (b. 1954 in Nuremberg, Germany, lives in New York) is considered to be one of the most 
important and prominent female artists of her generation. Ever since her first solo show at The 
Kitchen in New York in 1982, she has shown in some of the most important museums in the world 
such as the Centre d’Art Contemporain in Geneva (1990); the Louisiana Museum in Denmark and 
Whitechapel Gallery in London (1995);  MoMA New York (2003). In 2005 the Walker Art Center in 
Minneapolis dedicated a retrospective to Smith which travelled to various locations through the 
United States and Mexico.  
Her work belongs to numerous prominent American and European museum collections including 
the Museum of Modern Art, the Guggenheim Museum and Metropolitan Museum of Art in New 
York; the Museum of Contemporary Art,  Los Angeles, and the Tate Gallery, London. 
 
Betty Woodman (b. 1930 in Norwalk, United States) has spent the past forty years living and 
working between Tuscany and New York. Her extensive career includes a retrospective at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art in 2006. In the past year, Woodman has had an exhibition at Salon 94 
in New York, an exceptionally well acclaimed solo show at the Institute of Contemporary Arts in 
London titled Theatre of the Domestic

 

, as well as a large outdoor installation commissioned by the  
Liverpool Biennial. In the 1970’s, Betty Woodman opened a second studio in the small hillside 
Florentine town of Antella where she still lives and works for part of the year together with her 
husband, the artist George Woodman.  
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