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Roberto Polo Gallery is pleased to present the solo exhibition Bert Danckaert | Horizon, a series 
of images that play ironically with the aura of painting and pure photography. Shot between 2013 
and 2016 in nine cities on three continents, the series comprises eighty images. The exhibition 
consists of fifty unique archival pigment prints on fine art paper mounted on DiBond, thirty 
measuring 60 x 80 cm and twenty 110 x 147 cm. On the occasion of the exhibition, Lannoo and 
Roberto Polo Gallery co-publish the 168-page illustrated hardback book Bert Danckaert | 
Horizon, written by Alison Nordström, distinguished American photography historian and author, 
former Senior Curator of Photographs and Curator-at-Large of George Eastman House 
International Museum of Photography and Film. 
 
Bert Danckaert, who lives and works in Antwerp, travels throughout the world in search of 
politically and socially charged images that are simultaneously documentary as well as 
conceptual. His images strike a balance between abstraction and figuration, form and content. 
Bert Danckaert considers "reduction and abstraction as tools to deal with difficult and complex 
subject matter, leading to 'the image as comfort'". The empathetic interpretation of his images 
can be documentary, formal, or both. His discerning eye transforms banal cityscapes into what 
photography historian and curator Inge Henneman describes as extraordinary "urban still lifes" 
that reveal his vast knowledge of art history and understanding of Modern Art—a legacy that 
allows him to morph the narrative and tangible into the formal and unreal.  
 
Alison Nordström writes: 
 
By titling his new series 'Horizon', Danckaert establishes a rich and evocative metaphor. A 
horizon is an illusory line, not a real one. It is unattainable, since it moves away from us as we 
approach it, yet it divides everything we see into two categories: That which touches the earth's 
surface and that which does not. The horizon has no materiality. It is not a place or a thing, but 
an idea—the idea of separation between earth and sky, and as such, it represents the limit of 
what we can see, or even imagine. 
 
Bert Danckaert was born in Antwerp in 1965. He studied photography at the National Higher 
Institute of Fine Arts Antwerp and the Royal Academy of Fine Arts in the city, where he is 
Associate Professor of Photography. Bert Danckaert is a member of POC (Piece of Cake), a 
European collective of photographers. Publications on his work include Make Sense (2006), 
Simple Present - Beijing (2008), Cape Town Notes (2009), and Simple Present (Lannoo and 
Roberto Polo Gallery, 2013). Bert Danckaert’s recent solo venues include No Exit (2013) at 
Roberto Polo Gallery, Brussels; The Extras (2013) at the Palais des Beaux-Arts (BOZAR), 
Brussels; and Simple Present (2014) at Galeria Atlas Sztuki, Lodz. His work is represented in 
Belgian and international museum collections, such as those of the Fotomuseum, Antwerp; 
Musée de la Photographie, Charleroi; The New Art Gallery, Walsall; and the Victoria and Albert 
Museum, London. 
 
Bert Danckaert's work is exclusively represented by Roberto Polo Gallery, Brussels. 
 
www.bert-danckaert.be 
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